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Page 149-155: “The biggest challenge
of the 21 Century is Religious Hatred”
Interview with United Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief,
Heiner Bielefeldt. Photo from the Room
XX of the United Nations Human Rights
Council in Geneva Switzerland, June 2014.
Pictured lobbying at the UN as Permanent
Representatives: The International Association for the Defense of Religious Liberty
(AIDLR) from the EUD in Switzerland and
the International Religious Liberty Association (IRLA) from the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists, Washington DC.

Page 175: Picture from the “International Conference on Religious Liberty and
Religious Minorities”, organized by the
International Association for the Defense
of Religious Liberty (AIDLR) of Inter-European Division (EUD) at the University Complutense of Madrid, on January 2014. In
this picture: Researchers from Spanish and
international universities, and international
stakeholders of the United Nations, European Parliament, Council of Europe, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of and Ministry of Justice
of Spain, International Religious Liberty
Association (IRLA), religious leaders from
various churches including: Seventh-day
Adventists, Protestants, Romano Catholics,
Jews, Muslims, etc.

2

Page 179: International Conference on
”Religious Liberty and Religious Minorities”, Madrid 2014: On left side: Dr. Ganoune Diop; in front: Dr. John Graz, GC PARL
Director, Dr. Bruno Vertallier, EUD President, Dr. Heiner Bielefeldt, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief;
and on right hand side: Dr. Liviu Olteanu,
EUD PARL Director.
Page 181 News: The Former Israeli President Shimon Peres has held talks with
Pope Francis to illustrate his idea for a
United Nations style “Organization of United Religions” to combat violence in God’s
name.
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Bruno Vertallier

THE WAY YOU LOOK
AT PEOPLE MAKES
ALL THE DIFFERENCE
WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, MY BELIEF OR THE PERSON?
MY ANSWER IS: THE PERSON.
Many Christians want to see Jesus. They also want to see Jesus, here on earth, in
the eyes of their fellow people.

F

or millions of Christians Jesus is certainly the most powerful example of
freedom. The attitude of total respect
towards men and women shows that he
was defending the freedom and naturally the freedom of religious liberty. In
his very famous declaration, “Give back
to Caesar what is from Caesar and give
to God what is from God”, we understand
that Jesus wanted the people to be able to
choose who they would like to recognize as
master. It is true that God is expecting from
those who are serving him to be faithful

but he would also forgive those who would
also betray him. In comparison try to find
out how many people betraying Caesar
would still be alive. This makes a great
difference to the way you will treat people as you consider them precious. This
is why so many Christians are still eager to
believe in the promise of Jesus that one day
they will be in heaven with him. They want
to see Jesus. They also want to see Jesus,
here on earth, in the eyes of their fellow
people. When you look around you, do you
look at people? Do you identify them or you

The Way You Look at People Makes ALL THE Difference
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just pass by with a sad look, showing your
incapacity to bring relief.
In the gospel of John, chapter nine, we
have a wonderful story telling us that Jesus
was passing by and he saw a blind man.
Jesus wants to do something for that man.
He performed a “street healing”, bringing
relief to this person who was in need. Jesus
did not speak about theology or church traditions. He just called the faith of the blind
man to be active and it was reactivated. It
is also true that he was accused by some
religious people who did not recognize his
faith, telling him that he was a sinner and
had nothing to teach them. When the faith
of someone is challenged, when the religious convictions are challenged, there is
no limit for brutality and accusation. This
is indeed what happened. The religious
leaders even called Jesus a sinner. That was
a serious allegation. It is unfortunately what
happens, even today, when confronted with
our own certainty: we do not look at the
reality but at what we consider as truth –
which is very limited, because of our human
standards.
Many people are quick in deciding what
is right, they have their own responses and
clichés. Instead of deciding what is right we
should try to see what is just. The respect
towards a person will show that we are
ready to enter into a dialogue rather
than affirming truth with no measure.
Affirming truth without measure may lead
to death, maybe not physically, but there
are so many ways to put someone down
and destroy all hopes. Ridiculing a person
in her belief is an act of perversion. During
a discussion, when I hear that atheists
are mocking believers, I tremble. When
I hear that believers are making fun of
the unbelief of atheists, I also tremble.
What is more important, my belief or
the person? My answer is: the person. It
might be difficult to adopt a behavior that
will leave room for mutual understanding.
An atheist may challenge my faith and it
is good. Vice versa is also possible. At the
core of any dialogue, there is respect. Without respect there is no dialogue but conflict
and war.

8

My conclusion is very simple. Let us be
inspired by the one who has offered to look
at us without judgment, even though there
will be justice coming up ahead. He is the
one who is reaching out to each one of us in
order to bring peace inside of us. This is a
sound promise in a world where we do not
know where to go, what to do and to whom
we should listen. Let us see Jesus in our
neighbor, trusting that when he decides
we will see him as he has promised. No
fear, no anger, just simple faith and respect
for what we are and also respect for all humankind made in the image of God.

Bruno Vertallier is currently serving the
Seventh-day Adventist Church as president of
the Inter European region and is now stationed
in Switzerland. He started working for the Adventist Church in 1974. As pastor he served the
church in different places in the South of France,
went to Madagascar from 1980/85 where he
developed programs with young people. His
experience led him to the United States, where
he completed a doctorate in practical theology.
From there he went to the theological school of
the Adventist Church in France, based in Collonges-sous-Salève, where he taught for five years,
before becoming the president of the Southern
French Conference. In 2004, he was called to the
headquarters of the Inter-European region to
lead the ministerial association. Bruno Vertallier
is married: he and his wife have three children.
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Liviu Olteanu

WHEN YOU DEFEND
OTHERS, YOU SEE JESUS
BETTER!
BY BEING MINDFUL AND FIGHTING FOR THE
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF OTHERS, WE BRING
JESUS CLOSER TO THEM. IN DOING THAT, WE
MAY SEE JESUS IN A BETTER, CLEARER AND
MORE BEAUTIFUL WAY FOR OURSELVES !
In this day and age in particular, we have a responsibility to share the truth we
have learned, the knowledge and liberty we have received, the positions we have
held, the call of God we have understood, and the time and resources we have
been granted from God.
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A

common question people ask today
is, “What is happening around the
world in the context of Bible and prophecy”.
Many Seventh-day Adventists are motivated
to know as much as possible about “coming events.” They are concerned to know
“how much time is left” in order to start
the preparation so they will be ready when
Jesus comes soon.

Concerns and attitudes in contrast to
each other
On one hand, there is a legitimate concern related to the “watchman” referring to
“how long we still have from the night,” in
the context of long-endured pain of Christians through the generations. The scriptures, faith in God, the Biblical Sabbath observance, untrue accusations often attract
sufferings, discrimination, persecution or
imprisonment, lack of equal opportunities
in terms of work or education; these situations draw pressure from society and unexpected reactions because so many choose
to remain faithful to their consciences and
God’s commandments .
The believers are interested or concerned about “what’s happening in the
world” in geopolitical and religious terms;
they want to know the “strategical” plans
and the updated discussions that take place
at the United Nations, European Parliament,
Council of Europe, and Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
(all organizations where we are privileged,
by God’s grace, to attend regularly), or what
new relationships the United States and
Vatican have within the context of Revelation 13, which are the main issues debated
at the religious liberty meetings and how
the worldwide policy makers may affect our
fundamental freedoms.
As Christians and Adventists, we need to
have a correct and updated “understanding
of the dynamics of what is taking place in the
world”1! We have to know more on the subject of liberty and to be properly informed
and well-trained on religious liberty issues;
in this way, we will know better how to defend these rights and fundamental freedoms.

We must not be surprised by the tide of
coming events and the implication on freedom of conscience for each one of us! Let us
be prepared for a new paradigm of coming
events; for instance, today there is more
conversation and debate on Sunday law
not from a religious perspective, but from
the perspective of “protection of citizens’
health”, “decent working hours”, “happiness
and respect of the family and private life”
and “to live together in solidarity; to gain
and maintain a healthy spiritual lifestyle,
each one of us must live (which is much
more than to have or to accept truths and
doctrines) as Jesus lived; the world doesn’t
need to have more religious people, but to
see Christians, loving others; Christians, that
live the truth and have power of the Holy
Spirit. More than ever, the world needs an
army of defenders and ambassadors for
liberty, truth and justice; the way you look
at people - why and how to defend them makes all the difference”2.
Yet, we cannot forget what Solomon
said: "In much wisdom there is much grief,
and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain." (NASB) (Ecclesiastes 1: 18).
Throughout history, and especially in
this day and age, we have a responsibility to
share the truth we have learned, the knowledge we have received, the positions we
have held, the call of God we have understood, and the time and resources we have
been granted from God.
Extreme differences in motivation
There are some extremes in motivation:
a) only curiosity and perhaps a selfish motivation from some Christians on how we
look at the “prophetical Clock” and at the
“present hour” just to know when to begin
our preparation for the meeting with Jesus.
The opposite, has to do with b) sensationalism and alarmism, on any meeting of world
leaders- US president, the pope, etc., should
be seen as a “fulfillment of prophecy”. Of
course, the Lord’s prophecies will progress
along their route, and, no doubt, they will
be fulfilled; prophesy doesn’t depend on
if we believe or not, or whether we are
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prepared to see Jesus or not. Therefore,
we need to study again deeply the Bible
and Ellen White’s prophecy, as well as the
last chapters of the Great Controversy on
the final events. We will see that ‘there is
nothing new under the sun’ and history will
repeat itself. The need for revival and reformation of the believers is more necessary
than ever. Why not say in a metaphorical
way, now is the time to have the 'garments'
prepared for meeting with the eternal King,
our Savior and Lord. Spiritual apathy, passivity, or the convenience of a Christianity
that claims that is waiting to see Jesus is
surprising.
Some people believe that the freedom
enjoyed by those who live in the West—
compared to those living in the Middle
East, North Africa and in certain Asian
countries—should never be shaken by anything or by anyone. Some people believe
that the Sunday law will be lacking in rigor
and authenticity. However, according to
prophecy, history will be repeated..
God’s prophecies will find their exact
time according to God’s schedule; they
have their place on the historical timeline.
God’s timetable does not coincide with
the timetable of humankind, nor our own,
personal timetable. Let us not interpret
prophecy according to our own wishes and
contemporary desires. God’s people are
called to fight for freedom, to live in continual vigilance for human rights and freedom
of conscience; to take care of the Sabbath
and Bible truths, loving others, working for
church unity and mission and developing
the culture of respect for diversity.
Are you ready to see Jesus? Do you even
want to see Jesus? Are you ready to go see
Jesus? Why do you want to see Jesus?
Because you “weep” for the wickedness
which takes place down below, you want
to say as soon as possible: "Goodbye earth,"
(according Robert Pearson) and “see you
soon Jesus and eternity". You cry for freedom from the chains of sin, prejudice, prison and bondage of every kind. Your anticipation to see Jesus can no longer withstand
the delay.

The theme "We want to see Jesus" from
this edition of "Liberty Today" appears in
the context of the analysis commissioned
by the Inter-European Division on the
importance and strategic mission that is
public affairs and freedom of religion; the
importance of the promotion and protection of religious liberty and the training of
Seventh-day Adventists enabling them for
the mission concerning religious freedom
for all people, in all parts of the world.
Let us be the champions of freedom of
conscience and religious freedom. Why? To
contribute to the happiness of other people
and with a deep desire to see Jesus soon.
And, of course, to enjoy an eternity with
Jesus at Home.
The articles, studies, documents and
interviews in this journal are written by
different people such as church administrators, General Conference and Division
presidents, directors of public affairs and
religious liberty, professors, pastors, ambassadors and even students; some of them
have been called to be watchmen of truth
and freedom and to sit upon the “walls” of
the Adventist Church at all levels; some of
them have expertise in human rights and
religious freedom in Europe or other places
in the world and they are experts in their
fields. Every writer points out relevant aspects of their geographic background and
offers guidance and advice in the context of
the present topic: “Liberty today” vs. “We
Want To See Jesus”.

Neutrality or advocacy for all people
Jeremiah Gutman shared the sensitive
story of pastor Martin Niemoller, a protestant clergyman located in Germany during
the 1930s and 1940s. Pastor Niemoller
learned about liberty of conscience the way
too many throughout history have learned
about it. His well-known story is one of
which we cannot be reminded too often:
“In Germany, the Nazis came for the Communists, and I did not speak out because I
was not a Communist. Then they came for
the Jews, and I did not speak out because I
was not a Jew. Then they came for the trade

When You Defend Others, You See Jesus Better!
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unionists, but I was not a member of
a union, so I did not speak out. Then
they came for the Catholics, but I was
a Protestant, so I did not speak out.
Then they came for me… but there
was no one left to speak out for me."
Until Jesus Christ returns, because we love people and recognizing the dignity in each one of them,
we should do our best to improve
the situation of all those who suffer
and are discriminated against or
persecuted because of their beliefs.
We can do this by promoting and
constantly lobbying for the rights of
others and their fundamental freedoms and the freedom of conscience
and religion for all. By being mindful
and fighting for the rights and freedoms of others, we bring Jesus closer
to them. In doing that, we may see
Jesus in a better, clearer and more
beautiful way for ourselves! Do you
want to see him soon?
When you defend and protect
others you see Jesus better!

1
Ted Wilson, Interview for “Liberty Today Trends and Attitutes“.
2
Bruno Vertallier, from the Introduction of
Liberty Today.

Dr. Liviu Olteanu is serving as Director of Public Affairs
and Religious Liberty at the Inter-European Division
(EUD). He is the Secretary General of the International
Association for the Defense of Religious Liberty (AIDLR), observer & permanent representative at the United
Nations & European Parliament and representative at
the Council of Europe and OSCE. He is director/editor in
chief of the “Conscience & Liberty“ magazine (published
in English, French and German), founder & director of
the journal “Liberty today-Trends & Attitudes“.
Liviu Olteanu achieved the title of Doctor in Law “Cum
Laude” after his doctoral studies developed at the universities of Madrid and Oxford, on: “Origins and Horizon
for the Fight of Religious Liberty. The United Nations
and Diplomacy in Action for the Protection of Religious
Liberty (mechanisms, procedures, special rapporteurs)”.
According to the EUD president, he is “a suitable person
to work in the field of international relations, especially
with the United Nations, because of his personality, academic background, integrity, capacity and competency in
public affairs and human rights“. Between 1982 – 2011
Liviu Olteanu was a pastor in Romania and Spain, personal assistant to the Spanish Union president, director
of Ethnic Communities in the Spanish Union and a lawyer
at the Madrid Bar. He has also earned a Bachelor’s degree
in law, a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in theology, a
Master’s degree in education, the title of Expert in human
rights, a degree in diplomatic and international studies, a
diploma of Advanced Studies in Law and he also received
a scholarship at Oxford University. Born in Brasov, Romania in 1956, Liviu Olteanu is married to Reveica, a pharmacist, and they have three wonderful children.
For him every person should be an “Ambassador for Liberty and Peace”. High-level public affairs and dialogue,
combined with continual vigilance is so necessary today
for religious freedom and freedom of conscience. He
believes that religious liberty is the cornerstone of freedom and that every individual matters.
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CHAPTER 1
MEDITATION
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Ted N.C.Wilson

TURN YOUR EYES
UPON JESUS
BUT LET US KEEP OUR EYES FIXED UPON CHRIST. AND
HE WILL PRESERVE US. LOOKING UNTO JESUS WE ARE
SAFE. NOTHING CAN PLUCK US OUT OF HIS HANDS.
Extracts from Ted Wilson’S worship at the EUD Year-End Meetings in Sophia,
Bulgaria, November 2014.

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
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B

ecause we want to see Jesus, we want
our institutions to see Jesus. In order
to do that we must turn our eyes upon the
One who is lifted up. Let's take time to focus
on that extremely important verse in the
12th chapter of John, verse 32. In terms of
the approach, they heard about Jesus, they
knew about Jesus, they wanted to see Jesus.
(…)
I want to put yourself now in the mindset of the Greeks: “Sir we would see Jesus. (…)
“Why do the things always grow
strangely dim when we look to Jesus, when
we seek His face? The apostle Paul says
that His glory and grace will overshadow
everything else. And everything else will
become dim in comparison with Him: when
we look at His wonderful face.
I don’t know exactly what Jesus looks
like. (…) When we see depictions, you will
get all kinds of characteristics that the
painter or the artist wished to portray. Yet,
we are told He was meek. He was not necessarily the most attractive person. I suppose
there are reasons for that, because Jesus
being the Son of God, when He came into
the womb of Mary, He couldn’t have genetically been anything He wanted. But He
knew what He was. He came, He was born
in Bethlehem from the lineage of a king and
nobody cared. It is an amazing story. So He
really wasn’t so handsome and we looked
into His wonderful face.
So what’s so special about His wonderful face? I long to see that face. So did the
Greeks. “We want to see Jesus”.
– Pastor, I would like to talk to you for a
minute.
– Of course.
What pastor is going to tell someone:
“No, no, I don’t have time, get out, come
back later”… No, please, Jesus is the master
pastor, the shepherd. But Jesus knew what
else he needed to do. He wasn’t rude, but
He said: “the hour is come that the Son of
man should be glorified.” That’s an interesting term that He would use ‘glorified’
but in reality, He was portraying Himself
and He was in reality a meek and humble
person. And yet He knew that something
must happen in order to amplify His work.

So He says: “ Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
produces much grain.” “Sir, we want to see
Jesus”. Now Jesus said: “you will see.” In
fact you will see an incredibly amplified
result of my ministry in a very short time.
“He who loves his life will lose it and He
who hates his life in this world will keep
it for eternal life.” “If anyone serves Me, let
him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also; if anyone serves Me,
the Father will honor him.” John 12.25-26.
And then in verse 32 a few verses later,
Jesus says: “And I, if I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to Myself.” That’s
exactly what happened and that’s what is
happening today.
My question to you: How are you as Seventh-day Adventist educational institutions
training pastors, training church members
to go into various professions? How are you
truly helping your students to seek Jesus
and to see Jesus? (…) … to achieve the ultimate goal of what you do: to prepare pastors for this great continent? Pastors who
are going to be so humble, so focused, all
they want to do is to see Jesus.
A thought about yourself:
Institutions, organizations, rarely rise
higher than their leaders. I don’t say that
in any kind of self-serving way. Can you
imagine? I was asked to be in this position – I don’t deserve it – I don’t measure
up to it – Who could ever fulfill the role of
being the leader of God’s people over the
entire world? I am totally inadequate. So I
don’t put any special significance on myself
except to say that if I am not seeking and
looking to see Jesus, how can I expect anyone else? The same with your organization.
Organizational theory would tell us: people
rise basically to the level of vision, of understanding of fulfillment as to the height
of their leader within that organization. If
people perceive you as asking the question
every morning – Can I see Jesus? Can people see Jesus in me? The scripture is very
plain: if indeed we wish to see Jesus, we
must focus wholly and totally
upon Him.
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The apostle Paul in chapter 3 of Philippians gave us the classic example of
how to approach an objective. And Paul
himself was filled and consumed with the
understanding of focusing his attention on
Jesus. Why? Can you imagine? Heading to
Damascus to persecute Christians and to be
confronted with Christ Himself and to be
blinded. Nothing like focusing your eyesight
by taking it away. Just close your eyes: with
your eyes closed, you cannot see physically.
Supposing you were (to use the more politically correct term) a visually impaired person and you are out on the streets of Sofia,
(or the city where you live) and you have
never experienced blindness before. How
would you get around? You would be at a
total loss. However if you are a blind person, a physically impaired person in terms
of sight, and you have been that way since
birth, and you are able through the use of
the seeing-eye dog to be able to get around,
Sofia would be a very different place for
you.
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It all depends on your perspective.
Sometimes, you can see better when you are
blind. Try experimenting sometime by putting a patch over your eyes for one hour and
try to conduct in that own activities, normal
activities in that hour… without vision. Paul
had no vision for 3 days. Paul at the end of
3 days, could see Christ more clearly than
when he had had vision. So he wants to see
Jesus.
I heard an illustration a while back from
the President of one of our schools in the
Caribbean Conference, North American
Division. He was a youth director, youth
leader – He was also an evangelist. And in
the course of his evangelistic activity, he
went to visit a man named Earl – Earl had
been a farmer. This event took place out
in the great Mid-west of the United States,
where many farmer communities exist. Earl
had been a very successful farmer but he
had suffered a terrible tragedy, an accident.
Now, this evangelist was visiting Earl in
order to encourage him and to find how
Earl was doing. You see Earl had been on
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his tractor one day out in the fields - those
of you who have been on tractors know that
tractors are some of the most dangerous
mechanical implements you can face. In
fact, my brother-in-law lives in a very rural
community in North Carolina; he has a lot
of friends, who are very rugged mountain
people. They do farming, they do this and
that, and one of his friends said that every
morning when he got onto his tractor, he
would look at his tractor and he would say:
I know you can kill me. I will have great
respect for you. Like the other day, not too
long ago, I was on a tractor, with my brother-in-law 'Jim' – he has a tractor – I know
about accidents on tractors: the Lord saved
my life. Tractors can kill. Earl was on his
tractor, plowing his field when something
happened. The tractor, it wasn’t acting quite
right. He stopped his tractor, got off, went
to adjust something on the tractor. Unfortunately, he had not placed it completely in
neutral … it was just on the edge. He was
in heavy soil, where he had been plowing.
And as he was adjusting something on the
engine to make it more efficient, the tractor
lurched forward into gear, and swept Earl
underneath the big wheel of the tractor.
Because the tractor was in such soft earth,
it didn’t move ahead but the wheel just kept
going round and round… on Earl’s face.
Sometime later, they looked for Earl, and
couldn't find him at first, then they found
him under the wheel of the tractor… still
alive! Earl’s face was basically destroyed,
his eyes were gone, but he was alive. They
took him to the hospital, still with some life
in him somehow. They saved his life but not
his eyes. He lost his farm, he lost his wife, he
had nothing. When our pastor came to visit
Earl, he expected to hear from Earl curses
and terrible negative comments. Instead,
Earl explained to the pastor: “You know,
I have lost everything, a farm, a wife, my
eyes, but you know, I have found Jesus!”–
“But Earl, you can’t see!” – Earl told the pastor: “You know, Pastor, I can see Jesus better
now than ever before.”
“Sir, I want to see Jesus.” Is that your
desire this morning as an administrator
of a Seventh-day Adventist institution or

organization or department? Is that your
desire for your students in the Seventh-day
Adventist education system of the Inter
European Division?
Let me read this closely, one quotation
from Steps to Christ:
When Christ took human nature upon
Himself, He bound humanity upon himself by
a tie of love than can never be broken by any
power, save the choice of man himself. You
need to choose to see Jesus. And cannot be
forced. Satan will constantly present allurements to induce us to break this tie... Anything to cut your wish to see Jesus. Turn
your eyes upon Jesus. You have to do it. I have
to do it - … Satan will constantly present
allurements to induce us to break this tie to
choose to separate ourselves from Christ.
Here is where we need to watch, to strive,
to pray that nothing will entice us to choose
another master for we are always free to do
this.
Administrator, institution, organization,
union president, PARL’s director, division
department director, whoever you are,
each of us, has that choice. Now listen to
this.
But let us keep our eyes fixed
upon Christ. And he will preserve us.
Looking unto Jesus we are safe.
Nothing can pluck us out of his hands.
In constantly beholding Him, “Sir we want
to see Jesus.” In constantly beholding Him,
we are changed in the same image from
glory to glory even as at the Spirit of the
Lord. (…).
…we realize that the entire reason of
all ministerial theological education is
to help our students see Jesus and for
us to see Jesus. Any of you wish to pledge
yourselves this morning? No.1: to see Jesus
yourself. No.2: to have our institutions see
Jesus. But most of all, in your responsibilities, to help our students to see Jesus.
Prayer: Precious Father, any time we
become so engrossed in our mechanical approach to Christianity and to our jobs as administrators and leaders, that we failed to
take the time personally to see Jesus. Lord, I
ask that you will help us to understand that
we do not need our eye-sight to see Jesus.
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In fact, if we don’t have our eye-sight, we
might be less tempted, to be diverted from
seeing Jesus.
So Lord … help us realize that the future
of the Seventh-day Adventist church in
each territory will be largely determined
by the pastors and workers that are produced from these institutions. And that
these graduates of these institutions, small
or large as they may be, must produce students and graduates who prove humble
and wish to see Jesus. In order for them to
do it, we ourselves, pledge to do the same
thing in our lives. Thank you for hearing us.
We long for the day when it happens: we
will look into His beautiful face and truly
see Jesus. Thank you for hearing us. In Your
wonderful and Powerful Name, the One we
long to see, Jesus-Christ…

Ted N.C.Wilson was elected as president of the Seventh-day
Adventist world church in July 2010 during the General Conference Session in Atlanta. Born in Takoma Park, Maryland on May
10, 1950, the son of former General Conference President Neal C.
Wilson and Elinor E. Wilson spent part of his childhood in Egypt.
Pastor Wilson began his church career as a pastor in 1974
in the Greater New York Conference. He married Nancy Louise
Vollmer Wilson, a physical therapist, in 1975. The couple has
three daughters—Emilie Louise, married to Pastor Kameron
DeVasher; Elizabeth Esther, married to Pastor David Wright; and
Catherine Anne, married to Dr. Robert Renck—and nine wonderful grandchildren.
Pastor Wilson served as an assistant director and then director of Metropolitan Ministries in New York from 1976 to 1981. He
went on to serve in the church’s then Africa-Indian Ocean Division, based in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, until 1990. There he served
as a departmental director and later as executive secretary.
Following his post in West Africa, he served for two years
at the church’s world headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland,
United States, as an associate secretary. He went on to accept
the position of president of the church’s Euro-Asia Division in
Moscow, Russia, which he held from 1992 to 1996. Pastor
Wilson returned to the United States to serve as president of
the Review and Herald Publishing Association in Hagerstown,
Maryland, until his election as a General Conference vice president in 2000.
An ordained minister, Pastor Wilson holds a doctoral degree
in religious education from New York University, a master of divinity degree from Andrews University, and a master of science
degree in public health from Loma Linda University’s School of
Public Health. In addition to English, he speaks French and some
Russian.

Turn Your EyesUpon Jesus
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CHAPTER 2
PERSPECTIVES & NEWS FROM WORLDWIDE
TERRITORIES: DIVISION PRESIDENTS, PUBLIC AFFAIRS
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY & COMMUNICATION DIRECTORS
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General Conference
Organized May 21, 1863
Territory: The land area of the World; comprising the East-Central Africa, Euro-Asia,
Inter-American, Inter-European, North American, Northern Asia-Pacific, South American, South Pacific, Southern Africa-Indian Ocean, Southern Asia, Southern Asia-Pacific,
Trans-European, and West-Central Africa Divisions; the Middle East and North Africa
Union Mission; and the Israel Field.
Churches, 77,512; membership, 18,200,235; population, 7,238,184,000

Inter –European Division (Formerly the Euro-Africa Division)
Territory: Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Holy See, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Portugal, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Spain, and Switzerland;
Churches, 2 526; membership, 178 104; population, 335 439 000
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Oliver Barry

A VISION OF FREEDOM
“WE ARE NOT DOING THE WILL OF GOD
IF WE SIT IN QUIETUDE, DOING NOTHING
TO PRESERVE LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.”
God expects us to continue to uphold these values.

_____________________________________________________________
South Pacific Division
Organized 1922

Territory: Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and the islands of the Pacific
lying south of the Equator (including Nauru, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vanuatu, and others) between Longitude 140 East and Longitude 120 West, and Kiribati north of the Equator;
Churches, 2,030; membership, 424,586; population, 38,212,000.

A Vision of Freedom
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hink of a globe. Divide its circumference into thirds in your mind. And
then imagine a territory so immense, it
stretches 1/3 the circumference of that
globe. That is the South Pacific Division of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church (SPD).
It stretches almost 13,500 kilometres from
the Cocos Islands in the west to Pitcairn
Island in the east, and from the Antarctic in
the south to above the equator in the north.
The SPD is not only the largest Adventist division by territory; it is also the
most diverse. Papua New Guinea alone has
roughly 850 different languages. And the
SPD stretches from ultra-modern metropolises to some of the most isolated, inhabited
locations on earth. It includes one of the
world’s most southern cities where cold
winds from the Antarctic blow, through
to consistently balmy tropical atolls. The
division includes nations that are majority
Polynesian, Melanesian, Micronesian and
Caucasian. There are large Indian, Chinese,
Arabic, Sudanese and Chilean communities,
among many others, within its borders.1
I’ve been the president of the South Pacific Division of the Seventh-day Adventist

Church for eight years. Prior to this role, I
served in a variety of capacities in ministry,
evangelism, tertiary teaching and administration. My PhD is in ministry and mission
from Andrews University. Most of my career
I’ve been based in Australia. However, I
spent six years as a frontline missionary in
northern Papua New Guinea – and these
were among the most fulfilling years.
Like everywhere on earth, societies face
significant challenges in our region. These
challenges are as diverse as the territory.
In the more remote, developing regions,
the problems centre on tribal conflicts,
the killing of people accused of witchcraft
in some areas, and widespread violence
against women. Ironically, many of the
nations with the most serious problems in
these areas, are also the nations that are
the most overtly Christian. But we have
to remember that Christianity arrived in
many of these regions relatively recently,
and many of the cultural problems predate
Christianity. Hence, while Christianity has
brought a new ideal and dramatically
modified behavior in many people’s lives,
it has not changed all people by any means,
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and while the cultures are changing, the
problems that predated Christianity’s
arrival remain prevalent.
The challenge we face in Australia,
French Polynesia and New Zealand is quite
distinct. Here there is a growing suspicion,
or even outright hostility, towards Christianity from secularists. This has been exacerbated by the failings of the churches to
protect children in their care from sexual
predators. Increasing regulation, calls for
an end to, or limitation of, tax-exempt status, and a push to impose regulations that
would coerce churches that teach Biblical
sexual morality are all in play. In this sense,
these pressures are no different from much
of Western Europe and North America.
Between the extremes of remote, traditional societies and the modern societies,
are the rapidly expanding urban centres in
nations like Papua New Guinea (PNG). PNG,
where the majority of the Adventists in the
SPD live, is developing rapidly. This year its
economy is predicted to grow a staggering
20% due to a low baseline and large natural
resource projects. The urban classes are
consuming the same media as people are
around the globe, and being influenced in
precisely the same way. For example, PNG
has one of the highest rates of online pornography consumption in the world. This
material naturally harms the morals of society, demeans women and is associated with
gross human rights violations – particularly
against women and children. There is also
a very large problem with government and
private corruption. This corruption, unless
it is checked, will result in the bounty from
development being squandered and as a
result, the future of PNG’s young will be
irreparably harmed.
Within this complex tapestry, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is striving to
lead in the field of religious freedom and
public policy. We are active on issues ranging from implementing protections for children in our community, through to standing
up for the right of all children to have,
where possible, a mother and a father. We
have stood up against the killing of “witches” in traditional societies, we are educat-

ing our members to stop violence against
women, we’re working to encourage our
members in government to be scrupulously
honest, and we’re promoting religious freedom for all peaceful people of faith.
The Adventist Church has championed religious freedom for over 100
years. Now is not the time to give up, or
cede leadership to others. The threats
we face are very serious. Ellen White said
“We are not doing the will of God if we sit
in quietude, doing nothing to preserve
liberty of conscience.” God expects us to
continue to uphold these values. We may
not agree with other people, but we uphold
their right to follow their conscience. And
we work hard to ensure we also have the
right to preach, teach and to live our faith.

1
This introductory information is based on an SPD
report.

Oliver Barry, President of the
South Pacific Division (SPD).
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Oleg Goncharov

THE PROTECTION OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
IS OUR COMMON GOAL
FOR CHRISTIANS, THE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE AND
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY MEANS TO CHOOSE JESUS CHRIST
AND HIS WAY. THAT IS WHY RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
IS THE DNA OF THE ADVENTIST CHURCH AND ITS MISSION.

_____________________________________________________________
Euro–Asia Division
Territory: Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine,
and Uzbekistan;
Churches, 1 870; membership, 115 249; population, 318 425 000
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n 2012, speaking at the VII Congress of
Religious Liberty in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, General Conference President, Pastor Ted Wilson compared religious
freedom with DNA for the Adventist Church.
The world-famous human rights activist,
Nelson Mandela, in his speech in front of a
crowd of thousands in Cape Town to welcome
him after his release from 26 years of imprisonment, called freedom of conscience “the
greatest gift that the Lord has given to man”.
The price of religious freedom was paid
by the life of our Savior. Jesus chose the cross
only because a man once chose sin. The tree
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil from chapter 2 of Genesis became the embodiment of
the gift of religious freedom for a man. Having
disobeyed his Creator, man made his moral
choice. This choice was wrong and brought
humanity to suffering, pain and death. In order to give them another chance to make the
right choice between good and evil, to return
them to the path of the Lord and obedience
to His commandments, the Son of God came
to this earth. By the cost of His divine life He
paid for this chance. Thus, for Christians the
freedom of conscience/religious liberty
is an opportunity for every living person
on the earth to choose Jesus Christ and
His way. That is why religious freedom is
the DNA of the Adventist Church and its
mission. Defending religious freedom, Seventh-day Adventists directly fulfill the great
commission of Christ - preaching the Gospel
to all peoples around the world.
It should be noted that this is a difficult
mission - to protect religious freedom. Religious freedom is achieved with many efforts
and often paid with the biggest price - the
lives of those who are not afraid to say the
word of the truth, to stand up for the persecuted and prosecuted. The history of the
countries included in the Euro-Asia Division
proves it. Up to the early 1990s those residing in the countries of the Soviet Union had
not been able to read the Scriptures. Until
1917, the activities of religious non-Orthodox
denominations in the lands of the Russian
Empire had been very limited. The law forbade changing orthodoxy to another religion.
Violation of this prohibition was punishable
by imprisonment. That is why the preachers

who established the first Seventh-day Adventist congregation in Russia were imprisoned
by the imperial authorities. After the revolution in 1917, when the Bolsheviks came to
power, religious persecution intensified. The
Bolsheviks destroyed churches and houses of
worship, took the believers’ property, forbade
them to hold services. In the days of Stalin
about 3,000 Adventists were repressed and
sent to Stalin’s camps, many of them were
killed. After the war, the persecution of believers continued under a new leader, Nikita
Khrushchev. Many Adventists were in prison
for distributing religious literature. For refusing to bring their children to secular schools
on Saturday, parents were fined and even had
their children taken away. Severe restrictions
of religious freedom had existed until the
late 1980s, when the reforms of Mikhail Gorbachev started in the country. As a result of
these reforms, the Soviet Union broke up into
separate states. The laws were changed. The
time for new opportunities for the various religious organizations came. Today the Church
of Seventh-day Adventists in the post-Soviet
countries has increased significantly, and in
some countries has gained credibility and respect. In most countries of the former Soviet
Union, the Adventist Church commits its ministry freely. But we should not forget about
the past. We should not be less persistent
in protecting religious freedom. Even now,
there are serious limitations in the activities
of Adventists and other Protestants in some
countries of Central Asia and the Caucasus. It
is difficult to establish new communities, distribute religious literature, and conduct public evangelistic programs and social ministry.
At the legislative level you can find attempts
to restrict the activities of certain religious
groups that do not belong to the traditional
faiths of this country.
In order to uphold the principles of religious freedom it is necessary to join forces
with representatives of other faiths. It is
necessary to have good relations with the
authorities and public organizations. When
representatives of different faiths join forces in defending the freedom of conscience,
their voice is heard by the community and
the authorities. This happened in Russia in
2014. State exams in mathematics in Rus-
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sian schools were scheduled for Saturday,
May 31. Passing the exam was a necessary
condition for the continuation of further
education. Representatives of the Adventist
Church in Russia appealed to the Administration of the President of Russia to recognize their beliefs as a reasonable excuse and
to allow taking the exam on another day.
This appeal was supported by the leaders
of other religions, including the Russian
Orthodox Church. In response, the Ministry
of Education and Science of Russia in their
documents recognized religious beliefs as a
valid reason to take the exam on another day.
All Adventist students were able to take the
exams successfully. However, in one city nine
Adventist students were not allowed to sit
this important exam on another day by local
officials. Then the Adventist Church together with representatives of other faiths and
prominent Russian human rights defenders,
once again combined their efforts to protect
religious freedom. For the first time in the
history of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
the issue was raised at the meeting of the
Russian parliament - the State Duma by the
deputy, responsible for issues of religious
denominations. As a result of the common
efforts Adventist students from Belgorod
were given the opportunity to pass the exam
and continue their education.
Another example was the problem
caused by the new legislation adopted in the
autumn of 2014 in Russia. The new requirements of the Civil Code came into conflict
with the basic principles of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. In accordance with these
changes the concept of membership in a
religious organization was abolished. According to the new law, all decisions in the
religious organization had to be taken by the
governing body of the religious organization,
which was contrary to the Adventist doctrine
- when all decisions are made by the membership meeting. Because of the changes in
the law all local church regulations would
need to have been changed. Again religious
denominations of Russia joined forces in
defending their rights and freedoms. Dozens
of letters were written to various authorities.
As a result the Russian authorities responded to the requests from religious communi-

ties and adopted a new law that eliminated
the previous violation.
These cases are good examples showing
that it is possible to solve questions of religious freedom by uniting with others. In
almost all countries of the Euro-Asia Division Adventists are actively involved in various interfaith and church-state platforms.
Participation of the Church representatives
in these platforms also becomes a unique
opportunity to present the doctrine and
practice of the Adventist Church in the right
way and destroy existing prejudices and
superstitions against Adventists.
The main priority for the department of
public affairs and religious liberty is to work
at the level of local communities. The vast
majority of emerging problems can be solved
at this level, if department work in a local
community is well organized. The heads of
department at the level of divisions, unions
and conferences need to support pastors and
heads of department in local communities. It
is important for pastors and leaders of local
communities to build good relations with the
representatives of other faiths and the local
authorities. In the places where these relationships are established, most problems can
be solved without resorting to higher church
structures. Work with society leaders is
extremely important for our Church. After
all, the leader is always followed by a large
group of people. If the leader’s attitude to the
Adventist Church is good, those who follow
him, will act like their leader, building similarly good relations. In addition, the leader is
also a person, for whom the Savior gave His
life. In the Bible there are many examples of
how powerful people of this world were converted to the Lord through the preaching of
ordinary people. Remember the example of a
little girl, a maid of Naaman, the Syrian minister of defense. That is why even lay members
should not fear the opportunity to witness
about their faith before powerful and influential people, if such opportunity arises.
God sends amazing opportunities not only
to leaders and pastors, but also to lay members to present the Church in the best way.
Several years ago our sister, a member of the
Adventist Church, had been appointed to high
public position in the Russian government:
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she became the deputy minister and held one
of the most important roles in the Russian
Ministry. She got this position because as a
believer she executed her duties faithfully
and earned the respect and authority among
her colleagues. In her spare time our sister
evangelized to her colleagues, members of
the government and the country’s leaders
and gave them spiritual literature. Because
of an incurable illness, she passed away and
is no longer with us. But her work still brings
good fruit for the Church and for the country.
Speaking at her funeral, her boss, the Minister
of the Russian Government, noted that due
to her honest work the country managed to
survive a serious financial crisis. Even now
at state receptions, the author of this article,
who is a member of the Council for Cooperation with Religious Associations under the
Russian President, meets these people whom
this dedicated woman told about the Adventist Church and gave literature to. This story
reminds us of the story of Joseph and Daniel.
God finds such people in various places to
protect His people and witness about the
truth. Perhaps your church community has
such outstanding people who can provide you
with invaluable assistance in the ministry of
the PARL department. It would be very nice if
pastors find and support such members.
The primary task of every Adventist pastor is a spiritual ministry. In addition, pastors move frequently, and public relations
need to be constant. Coming to a new place
a pastor has to build new connections,
which takes a lot of time. That’s why it
would be good to have a dedicated member
in every community, who could be responsible for the work of the PARL department.
Such a church member can meet with the
authorities and other churches with the
pastor, to keep in touch with them, to monitor the sending of emails and updating contacts. In the case of a replacement pastor
moving into the area, the member will help
the new minister with public contacts.
Once again I want to note that the
protection of religious freedom is the
common task of both pastors and lay
members. The efforts of each of us can
help greatly in the issue if society is tolerant
towards the beliefs of others and if there is
still religious freedom in our country. You

should not stop trying to defend freedom.
The history of our Church, its efforts to
protect religious freedom helps us to move
forward and develop this important area of 
the gospel ministry of our Church.

Oleg Goncharov. Moscow, Russia. He
was born in June 18, 1970. He graduated
as a Bachelor of Theology from Zaoksky
Theological Academy of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in 2000; Master of Theology from Andrews University of the Adventist Church in the USA; Master of Public
Management from the Russian Academy
of State Service at the President of the Russian Federation, Moscow, Russia in 2005;
candidate for a doctor’s degree of the Academy of Labor and Social Relations, Moscow,
Russia. He has been a minister of the Seventh-day Adventist Church since 1996.
Since 2012, he became the First Deputy
to the President of the Euro-Asia Division
and word in co-operation with government
officials, community and religious organizations, the head of the Adventist Chaplaincy
ministry in the division, a member of the
Council for Cooperation with Religious Associations under the Russian President, CoChair of the Advisory Council of the Heads
of Protestant Churches of Russia, Secretary
General of the All-Russian public organization Russian Association for the Protection
of Religious Freedom and a member of the
Christian interfaith committee of the CIS
and Baltic countries. He is married, with 2
daughters aged 14 and 16.
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Rafael Rossi

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,
IN THE CONTEXT OF
REVIVAL AND REFORMATION, IN PREPARATION
FOR CHRIST’S COMING
IT IS OUR DUTY TO DO ALL IN OUR POWER
TO AVERT THE THREATENED DANGER.
We should endeavor to disarm prejudice by placing ourselves in a proper light
before the people.

R

eligious liberty is an important factor in the development of the social
infrastructure in the period preceding
Christ’s coming.
Today we see an intense preaching of
the Gospels, we see humans working with
the divine power, using all means of communication, and enlightening our modern
society in such a way that we can affirm the
closing of the work goes according to plan
and to God’s promises, even though there is
still much to be done.
Revival and reformation will come
before Christ appears in the clouds in the
sky; before the shaking that will separate
the wheat from the chaff. Before all of this
happens, there will be intense preaching to
finish the work of evangelization.

What is the role of religious liberty in
this eschatological scene? Does the protection, advocation and promotion of this fundamental human right have any real significance or is it just a trend that has polluted
some people without real consequences for
the conclusion of the great evangelic commission?
In the thirteenth chapter of the book
Preparation for the Final Crisis, the author
presents six factors involved in this preparation and the final one is much activity in
the arena of religious liberty..
Since it is a compilation Ellen G. White’s
writings about the end of time, the author,
Pastor Fernando Chaij, justifies this assertion with the words of Daniel 12:10: “Many
shall be purified, and made white, and
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South American Division
Organized 1916

Territory: Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Falkland
Islands, Paraguay, Peru, and
Uruguay, with adjacent islands
in the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans; comprising the Argentina, Central Brazil, South Brazil,
and Southeast Brazil Union Conferences; the Bolivia, Chile, East
Brazil, Ecuador, North Brazil,
North Peru, Northeast Brazil,
Northwest Brazil, South Peru,
and West Central Brazil Union
Missions; and the Paraguay,
and Uruguay Union of Churches
Missions.

Churches, 12,039; membership, 2,293,981; population,
330,619,000

tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and
none of the wicked shall understand; but
the wise shall understand.”
The author completes the idea quoting
Testimonies for the Church, v. 5, p. 452: “It is
our duty to do all in our power to avert the
threatened danger. We should endeavor to
disarm prejudice by placing ourselves in a
proper light before the people. We should
bring before them the real question at
issue, thus interposing the most effectual
protest against measures to restrict liberty
of conscience. We should search the Scriptures and be able to give the reason for our
faith.”

What does it mean to be able? Well,
wouldn’t it mean to be prepared? The remaining factors expressed in said chapter
13 give us a clue:
1. Study of the Word of God (Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy);
2. Communion with God; fervent
prayer;
3. Cleansing from sin and victory over
weaknesses.
4. Complete surrender to God.
5. A diligent work for Christ; and, finally, the last factor:
6. Activity on behalf of religious liberty.
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This can be associated with the parable
of the ten virgins, because in Matthew 25:5
we read that “they all fell asleep”; however, there was a difference between both
groups, one was prepared for the coming of
the bridegroom, the other was not.
Unfortunately, in the beginning of the
21st century there is a lot of confusion
around the significance of the issue of religious liberty. Again, quoting from volume 5
of Testimonies for the Church we read: “It is
our duty, as we see the signs of approaching peril, to arouse to action. Let none sit
in calm expectation […] Fervent, effectual
prayer should be ascending to heaven that
[…] we can accomplish the work” (p. 713).
It is no longer the time for controversy
about the significance of religious liberty
in the scene of the last days of human history. God has blessed this cause and it has
reached a prominent place, not because of
human will but because it is God’s plan.
I was given the responsibility for the Department of Religious Liberty in the South
American Division at a time when this issue
had reached has intense prominence in the
eight countries that make up our territory.
Events with significant participation of appointed authorities are frequently held on
behalf of IRLA — International Religious
Liberty Association.
In Brazil, many rich institutional positions have been opened and been occupied
by leaders committed to the Seventh-day
Adventist views about religious liberty,
which has led to effective results.
The main partner of IRLA in the country
with the largest territory in the SAD is the
ABLIRC (Brazilian Association of Religious
Liberty and Citizenship), founded in 2004,
that follows the guiding principles of IRLA
and was recognized as one of its affiliated
institutions in the 6th Religious Liberty
World Congress that was held in South Africa in 2007. Since its foundation, the institution has held more than 100 symposiums
in churches and about 80 forums in public
venues like legislative houses at all levels,
including the Federal Chamber on May
19, 2014, on the occasion of the 1st South
American Forum on Religious Liberty and

Citizenship that attracted leaders from the
eight countries that comprise the territory
of the South American Division.
Since 2004 to the present day, Brazilian
society has been experiencing an extremely
positive scene regarding the promotion
and defense of religious liberty. During this
time, several governmental and non-governmental institutions were founded, all
legitimately defending religious liberty. We
can mention by date:
2005 — Creation of the Inter-Faith Forum for a Culture of Peace and Religious
Liberty, in the State Department of Justice
and Citizenship Defense of Sao Paulo;
2006 — Establishment of the Commission of Law and Religious Liberty in the
Order of Attorneys of Brazil (OAB), Sao
Paulo branch.
2008 to the present — several state
chapters of the OAB introduced commissions of religious liberty, among them are
those of Paraná, Pernambuco, Distrito Federal, Mato Grosso do Sul and others, plus
many sub-branches.
2010 — The Secretariat for Human
Rights of Brazil created a committee for the
defense of religious diversity, an organization connected with the Presidency of the
Republic of Brazil.
2012 — Establishment of the ANAJURE:
Evangelical Lawyers' Association of Brazil.
2014 — ALRN is born: Religious Liberty
and Business Association.
These and other initiatives show that
the centrifugal strategy, that is, from the
inside to the outside, adopted by IRLA in
South America is working, because this
movement has resulted in good fruit while
providing opportunities to promote religious liberty.
On February 24, 2015, the Bicameral
Parliamentary Front was created (comprised of federal representatives and senators) by the most diverse political parties
with the mission of defending, protecting
and promoting religious liberty. State legislatures are already following the same
path, like that of São Paulo and the Federal
District, that already established analogous
parliamentary fronts.
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During that period, more than 20 Brazilian local councils enacted specific laws
dealing with the issue of religious liberty.
But, among the many noteworthy initiatives, are the registration in the Federal
Chamber and the Bill No. 1219/15, that
aims to establish a code of religious liberty
in Brazil.
Naturally, there is still a long way to go.
A bill takes years, even decades, until it is
voted and is enacted.
Other countries in South America and
other places in the world are following in
the same direction. Wouldn’t it be the fruit
of our prayers, like we saw at the beginning? After all, first we need to pray and
then go into action.
The six factors presented in the book
Preparation for the Final Crisis refers us
to the revival and reformation preceding
Christ’s return. Actions in defense and
protection of religious liberty, besides stimulating the infrastructure of society that
we need to proclaim the last three angels’
messages, would they not also include the
prophetic elements we find in the book
Education, page 262:
“And many a lad of today, growing up
as did Daniel in his Judean home, studying
God’s word and His works, and learning the
lessons of faithful service, will yet stand in
legislative assemblies, in halls of justice, or
in royal courts, as a witness for the King of
kings. Multitudes will be called to a wider
ministry. The whole world is opening to the
gospel.”
In conclusion of this article, I resort once
more to quoting Education, page 262:
“To every household and every school,
to every parent, teacher, and child upon
whom has shone the light of the gospel,
comes at this crisis the question put to
Esther the queen at that momentous crisis
in Israel’s history, ‘Who knoweth whether
thou art come to the kingdom for such a
time as this?’”
Would this not be the case of the situation we are living in today regarding
religious liberty? Would it not be for such
a time as this that this issue has awakened
society?

Let us have no doubt, let us go forward,
trusting what Romans 8:31 says, “If God be
for us, who can be against us?”
James 3:18 teaches us that “the fruit of
righteousness is sown in peace of them that
make peace.”
May God enlighten us in the faithful fulfillment of our part in the preparation of the
world to receive Jesus Christ, who will soon
come as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Rafael Rossi, was born in São Paulo. He
holds a degree in theology at UNASP-EC,
a graduate degree in Counseling by UNISA and Master of Pastoral Theology. He is
currently pursuing an MBA in Corporate
Communications.
He began his ministry in São Paulo acting in evangelism campaigns. He was
then a pastor in Santo André, São Paulo
and Jacareí, Sao Paulo. For two and a half
years he was an evangelist and director
of the Ministry of Health in the Sao Paulo
Valley Conference and for three years an
evangelist in the Brazilian Central Union.
From May 2012 to July 2013 he served
as Associate Ministerial Secretary of the
South American Division and since July
2013 serves as Director of Communication and Religious Liberty of the South
American Division.
He is married to Ellen de Souza Rossi,
a teacher, and they have two daughters
Giovana (10 years) and Mariana (8 years).
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Kim Si Young

A GOD-GIVEN GIFT –
“RELIGIOUS LIBERTY”
« IT IS A PERSON’S NATURAL RIGHT AND INBORN CAPACITY TO WORSHIP WHATEVER HE INTENDS, AS LONG AS THE
RELIGIOUS PRACTICE OF ONE PERSON NEITHER HARMS
NOR HELPS ANOTHER. »TERTULLIAN (c.160-c.225)

_____________________________________________________________
Northern Asia-Pacific Division
Territory: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, People’s Republic of China (including Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions), Republic
of Korea, and Taiwan;
Churches, 2 162; membership, 681 638; population, 1 600 519 000
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Banned religious liberty in the past

I was so sad when I visited a place in
Nagasaki, Japan last march. It was the
site of the martyrdom of the 26 Christians who were executed on February
5th, 1597, under the orders of the national leader. This was the first time for
Christians to be executed in Japan. The
26 believers comprising Spaniards, Italians and 17 Japanese laymen including
three young boys were arrested in places
as far away as Kyoto, forced to walk all
the way to Nagasaki more than 500 km
and crucified at Nishizaka Hill. Nagasaki
was chosen as the place of execution for
a showcase, since it was a city with many
churches and Christians. Since then,
hundreds more were slain, imprisoned,
or exiled for several decades. Most were
burned alive, crucified, or beheaded,
some with small children in their arms.
And also there were severe Christian
persecutions in Korea in the 19th century.
The persecutions in 1801, 1839, 1846
and 1866 had led to the death of about
10,000 martyrs in Korea. The government at that time did not permit Korean
people the freedom to believe in the new
religion.
It was not only in Japan and Korea that
religious freedom was denied - it was the
case in many other parts of the world.The
freedom of faith was totally banned back
then. Therefore, having a religion meant
serious sacrifices with people's jobs, personal properties and even life itself. This
phenomenon was prevalent and repeated
itself throughout human history, and the
people suffered a great deal under the
circumstances of banned religious freedom. The people’s plea for the religious
freedom was totally ignored.
Religious liberty rejected even today

US President Barack Obama said “History shows that nations that uphold the
rights of their people -- including the
freedom of religion -- are ultimately more
just and more peaceful and more successful. Nations that do not uphold these
rights sow the bitter seeds of instability,
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violence and extremism.” Although most
nations have signed international covenants and enacted constitutional provisions that purport to guarantee religious
liberty, in truth, almost no nation has protected that right in practice.
A South Korean newspaper reported
that 80 people were publicly executed in
a country of Far-East Asia in November
of 2013, some for possessing a Bible. A
crowd was herded into a stadium in one
city and forced to watch the deaths from
machine gun fire. The JoongAng Ilbo
reported that the executions were carried out in seven cities on Nov. 3, 2013.
The Constitution of the country provides
for “freedom of religious belief”, but the
practice of Christianity is illegal. Owning
a Bible is a crime, and any person caught
with one is sent—along with his or her
family—to prison.
About 70% of the world’s population lives in countries in which religious
freedom is either highly or severely restricted, either by governments or private
sectors. That represents almost three
out of four human beings on the planet.
“All around the world, individuals were
subjected to discrimination, violence
and abuse, perpetrated and sanctioned
violence for simply exercising their faith,
identifying with a certain religion, or
choosing not to believe in a higher deity
at all.” (The U.S. State Department’s international Religious Freedom Report for
2013)
According to the report, hundreds of
believers and atheists were imprisoned
in these and 16 other countries for exercising religious freedom or freedom
of expression rights related to religious
issues. These rights include the freedom
to change religions, share beliefs, object to military service on conscientious
grounds, worship, assemble and associate
freely.

The roots of religious liberty

Religious liberty is the first liberty
granted to human being by God in the
very beginning of the creation. It is inher-
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ent in our very humanity. It was given
as a blessing for each and every one of
us by our Creator. Religious liberty has
existed even prior to the state itself. It is
not merely a privilege that governments
grant us or that can be taken away at will.
Every man by birth has the right to the
free exercise of religion in any circumstances. Man has a right to be free from
all manner of duress or oppression that
might be brought a burden on him by a
higher positioned person, by political
forces, or by the power of human law.

reason. This right should be protected,
maintained and practiced without any
restriction for each and everyone in the
world today. “It is for freedom that Christ
has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a
yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

The right of religious liberty should be
practiced without any restriction

In early Roman history, Tertullian
(c. 160 – c. 225) stated, “It is a person’s
natural right and inborn capacity to worship whatever he intends, as long as the
religious practice of one person neither
harms nor helps another.” These assertions were as novel in his day as much as
they are today. The religious freedom is
still restricted or banned in many countries, regions and parts of the world by
selfish entities for many reasons including politics, religious rivalry, social tradition and culture, etc. Religious liberty is
the very right given by God at the beginning of creation. It is a person’s right by
birth and should not be touched. This
should never be forcefully taken away
by any person or institutions for any

Kim, Si Young, Youth Director
of the Korean Union Conference,
Director of the 1000 Missionary
Movement, Director of the SDA
Language School, President of the
Korean Publishing House, PARL
Director of the Northern Asia-Pacific Division, Doctor of Ministry.
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Robert Donald

SOME CHALLENGES
IN THE PRACTICE
OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
THE GROUP WAS STRONG BECAUSE EACH ONE,
SEPARATELY WAS STRONG; EACH WAS AN ‘ELIJAH’.

When people get a
better picture of who
Seventh-day Adventists
are, governments, other
religious organizations,
and leaders in various areas
of activity will be able
to see that Seventh-day
Adventists are not some
strange, dissonant group
but are people who have
the welfare of humanity at
heart and who are committed to building up the
society and the nation.
Southern Asia Division
Organized 1919; reorganized
1986
Territory: Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, and Nepal;
Churches, 4,359; membership, 1,524,916; population,
1,324,501,000 (*including
370,000 in the Maldives)
Some Challenges in the Practice of Religious Liberty
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O

ne of the major issues that is increasingly going to confront the
church globally is that of the sufferings
and persecution experienced by Christians all over the world because of their
faith and their uncompromising witness
to their faith.
The true mark of a Christian is his faithful obedience to the great commission of
the Lord Jesus Christ as given in the Bible
(in Matthew 28:18-20). It is God’s marching order to which a Christian will not
compromise. And it is a biblical conviction
that all should be given an opportunity to
hear the good news of Jesus Christ. This
is clearly expressed in the Bible (II Peter
3:9). Whether these people respond after
hearing the Good News preached to them
is another issue. Nevertheless, that right
to hear must be available to all people on
planet earth.
Such a belief and a right, which Christians are convinced of run counter to the
feelings and sentiments of many non Christian religious communities and some nations. The desire of these religious communities and nations is that religion should be
kept within the limits of their geographical
boundaries and no movements across these
boundaries should take place. This brings
them into a confrontation with the Christian community.
The question that could be asked at this
juncture is: What should Christians do in
such a situation? How should they respond
when such a right to hear the gospel is being hindered or even denied?

Our Inherent Right
What is staring us in the face today
is the most fundamental right of all,
the right of any human being to practice and honour Religious Liberty or
Religious Freedom. This is indeed an
important issue confronting the Church in
Southern Asian countries and all around
the world which will have to be deeply
reflected upon as well as responded to.
Elder Ted N C Wilson, the president of the
Seventh-day Adventist World Church in his
article entitled “Freedom to Choose,” pub-

lished in Adventist world, May 2011, writing on Religious Liberty said, “As we look
back in history, we can see that whenever
religion and politics are closely united,
there is a potential for abuse. Often when
pre-dominant religious organizations have
access to social and political leverage,
there is the potential for diminishing personal freedoms for those who may not be
in the majority. This is why it is important
that Seventh-day Adventists worldwide
constantly take the initiative to familiarize local and national governments, civic
leaders, other religious organizations, and
business leaders with the beliefs we have
and the need for Religious Liberty.”
This must go further than just a list of
beliefs and must include our approach to
life as advocates of freedom of conscience.
When people get a better picture of who
Seventh-day Adventists are, governments,
other religious organizations, and leaders
in various areas of activity will be able to
see that Seventh-day Adventists are not
some strange, dissonant group but are people who have the welfare of humanity at
heart and who are committed to building
up the society and the nation. In this way
our plea for religious freedom will be far
better understood and received.”
Such a broad and comprehensive reflection of Elder Ted Wilson will certainly
result in the near elimination of some religious prejudices so that we may be able to
look for opportunities to explain ourselves
and help people know who Adventists are
and why they are qualified to be champions
of Religious Liberty.
It is apparent on the face of this article
that if only we can truly receive the basic
principles as set forth by the practitioners of
the International Religious Liberty Association, an affiliate agency of the United Nations
(UN) we all can make an impact upon the
world and help bring about great respect for
each other and foster oneness and unity.
Foundations
However, this article seeks to examine
the issues in Religious Liberty related to
it in the broad context of the viewpoints
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indicated by Elder Ted Wilson. We wonder
whether, after thousands of years of human
civilization- people are cultured enough to
know how to live, respect and treat one another accordingly, and uphold one another’s
rights as fellow human beings.
In fact, today, the picture we see around
the world in terms of Human Rights violations is getting worse; there is extreme
religious fundamentalism and fanaticism
of all kinds. This often leads to oppression
and discrimination of the majority religion
against the minority religions in a country.
It is surprising that the secular media in
particular has largely ignored reporting of
such human rights violations.
In our concern for human rights violations, it is important to recognize that what
is at stake today is the most fundamental of
all human rights: that is the Right of any human being to practice and honor Religious
Liberty, which is usually termed in legal
parlance as one of the fundamental human
rights that all human beings must have.
When it is practiced and honored, the right
of assembly, the right of education, the right
of free speech, the right of travel and the
right of parenting to ensure a religious and
moral education of children, naturally and
spontaneously spell out the Right to Religious Liberty. We see in these, therefore,
how important religious liberty is because
on it depends a number of other fundamental rights and issues. The three important
international documents that spell out the
right of Religious Liberty name:
Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights adopted by the UN General
Assembly on 10-12-1948.
Article 18 of the International Covenant
on civil and Political Rights adopted by the
UN General Assembly on 16-12-1966.
Articles 2 and 8 of the declaration on
the elimination of all forms of intolerance
and discrimination based on religion or
belief adopted by the UN General Assembly
on 25-11-1981.
There are two dimensions of religious
faith. On the one hand, it is personal and private; on the other, it is public and corporate.
In the Personal Domain, if the practice

of one’s faith causes harm or injury or becomes a threat to the security of another,
then some form of restraint may need to be
followed. In the Public Domain, it includes
the establishments and institutions that are
expressions of the religious convictions of
the group/community.

Issues
There are also some fundamentally important issues involved in Religious Liberty
and, therefore, we must be deeply concerned and increasingly more so.
Religious Liberty is tied up with what it
means to be a Human being, and the Human
Right to be one. As human beings made
in God’s image, He has given us inherent
rights-fundamental of which is the Right
to follow Him, to pursue truth, and that of
Religious Liberty.
Religious Liberty is an important
mark of the true human society. Unless
the inherent human dignity of a person is
respected, there can be no foundation for
a true human society. Part of this dignity
is the inherent desire to seek and worship
his Creator. When such a basic right is denied the foundation for the possibility of a
true human society collapses because honour, respect, and decency no longer exists.
Religious Liberty is important because
on it depends a number of other rights. The
rights to education, assembly, free speech,
travel, parenting to ensure moral education
to children, are dependent on the Right to
Religious Liberty.
Religious Liberty cannot be taken for
granted. This is because it is constantly
attacked from all sides-both from the different groups of society as well as the government sometimes. There is, oftentimes,
pressure from society for minority groups
to conform to the religion of the majority.
On the other, the government may violate the right to Religious Liberty of an individual or group. This is because an individual or group declares that there is another
authority to which he or the group submits
to. Yet, the Right to Religious Liberty establishes a fundamental distinction between
the person and the state.

Some Challengesin the Practiceof Religious Liberty
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Practical Implications
With increasing infringements upon the
religious liberty of Christians in general,
both the liberty to practice and to share
their faith and the new converts in particular, there is a need not only for CONCERN
but also to take ACTION often.
There is a need, on one hand, for Christians to be represented at the UN to speak on
behalf of Christians and new converts whose
religious liberty has been infringed upon.
There is, on the other hand, a need for individuals, groups, and churches to respond.

Six Steps
There is a need to be aware of situations
around the world as well as in our own
country where the issue of Religious Liberty is involved, especially when this is being
infringed upon.
There is a need for Christians and organizations to network more with one another
and to coordinate their efforts to tackle
religious abuses jointly.
There is a need to meet with thought
leaders in local and national governments,
civic leaders, other religious organizations,

business leaders and leaders in various areas of activity, particularly those that are open
for dialogue, to reason with them that the
respect for religious liberty is of vital importance to the foundation of a healthy society.
There is a need to take concrete action
at times as some Christians may feel uneasy
in the beginning. But all this is part of the
biblical injunction which says in the book
of I Corinthians 12:26—If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it, if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.
Too often, the role of the Adventist in
today’s world is that of the bystander.
Christ’s reaction to the bystanders was
terrifying. He said in Luke 23:28—“weep
not for me, weep rather for yourselves and
for your children.” Rather than weeping for
the victims of torture, we should weep for
ourselves as guilty bystanders.
We should not respond out of guilt but
a real commitment to want to see justice
upheld. There are many ways of doing it.
A) Writing a letter to the affected person,
group, authority and highly publicized
group representation. It may also be a well
coordinated national/International effort.
This should be done in close consultation
with the people undergoing difficulties. B)
The view of the local Christian leadership
should also be sought. C) Sometimes, behind the scenes, a representation to the
authority concerned. D) Other times we
should not fight shy of taking more public
or publicized action if necessary.
There may be a need to take joint action
with other non-Christian groups or support
the actions taken by these groups that we
can agree with. This lends weight to their
mutual concerns as these are sometimes
in line with other Christians or that we can
sympathize with. Some groups like Amnesty International have vast resources and
expertise at their disposal and are happy to
make them available to others.
There is a need to ensure that we ourselves likewise defend the rights of our own
groups in our own organizations and persons whose Right to Religious Liberty has
been infringed upon. We should not devalue human rights by using violations as a rod
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to beat our opponents while overlooking
the follies of our friends. The task before
us is to renounce the evil of being tender
hearted with ourselves and tough hearted
with those whom we may have differences
of opinion. We may ourselves have so many
irregularities and unethical tendencies but
we coolly gloss over them. In this case,
human rights are not only violated but also
abused. They are abused whenever they
are used ideologically to justify private and
hidden agendas over and against the rights
of other persons who are closely associated
with us. We must therefore be even harder
and appear to be so.
Conclusion
As we conclude, the
right to practice Religious
Liberty is increasingly
becoming important and
urgent. It will probably
be a key issue in this 21st
century. We must stand
with our brothers and
sisters whose inherent
right from God to honour
and practice their faith
is being trampled upon.
We must express solidarity
with them. As St. Paul says
in Romans 12:15: “Rejoice
with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that
do weep.” God has called
us to stand together and be
that witness to the world
so that His purposes may
never be chained.
May He give us the wisdom, sensitivity, humility
and yet firmness, courage
and resolve to act so that
everyone, from all backgrounds, may be able to
worship and practice their
faith without fret or fear.

Dr. J. Robert Donald, Ph.D. is currently serving as Deputy
Director of Public Affairs and Religious Liberty for the
Southern Asia Division, India. He was born in Bangalore,
India, the son of a Pioneer Adventist Evangelist and Teacher.
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Spicer Memorial College, Pune in 1972. He further obtained
his Master’s degree in 1974 from the University of Pune in
the fields of Philosophy and Psychology.
In 1979, he received his Ph.D. degree in Humanistic Psychology from the University of Pune. His Career included
teaching at Spicer Memorial College from 1973 to 1984. He
then worked as an Education Director and College Administrator, PARL Director and Field Secretary at the Union level
from 1984 to 2000 and 2005 to 2010 before he was appointed as the Director of Islamic Study Centre and Global
Mission at Southern Asia Division from 2000 to 2005.
He served in those posts until his appointment in July 2011
as the Director of PARL for Southern Asia Division.
Dr. Robert Donald is also connected with the International
Human Rights Association as its International Director. It is
affiliated to the United Nations and International Bar Association.
Recently the Karnataka State Human Rights Commission
headed by the Chief Justice passed an order approving the
name of Dr. Donald as a consultant for the Core Committee of Civil Society and Non-Governmental organizations
in order to interact with KSHRC in respect of any issue and
problem of Human Rights and its enforcement in the State
of Karnataka.
Dr. Robert Donald is in the 42nd year of his denominational
Service in India. He and his family have been closely associated with the life and mission of the Church without any
selfish motive and seeking for material gains.
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Jéricho Baltus

THE TRANVERSE
PROPHECY
All these men and women who lived and worked at different times had the same
objective: to serve God and Him alone. Their life was in His hands for better and
for worse. Their personal interests were secondary.

_____________________________________________________________
Inter-American Division
Organized 1922

Territory: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, British
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, French Guiana, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Martinique, Mexico, Montserrat, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto
Rico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sint Maarten,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, United States Virgin Islands,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), the French overseas collectivities of Saint Barthelemy, and Saint Martin, and the municipality of Bonaire, Saint Eustatius, and Saba;
Churches, 12,326; membership, 3,615,843; population, 287,481,000
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T

here is a prophecy that runs through
the entire Bible perhaps without us
realising it.
From the book of Genesis to that of
Revelation, the Scriptures record for us the
history and the exploits of men and women
who have chosen freely, despite all opposition, to live out their personal relationship
with the God of heaven. Four main points
emerge from their biographies:
» A commitment to God: free, individual,
and without coercion, regardless of the
position within their environment or the
community to which they belong.
» A complete detachment from their own
personal interests.
» The intense desire to do the will of the
Heavenly Father.
» A healthy relationship of respect towards others.
This was the case for Abel, who paid
with his life because of his personal commitment to remain faithful to the plan of
salvation as was proclaimed by the Creator.
On the other hand, another faithful and
lonely character, Enoch, saw his faithfulness
follow him into heaven as he was translated.
Since this list of solitary volunteers will
be long, we will pause to examine one of
them to discover the Lord’s plan for every
one who lives in this day and age.
Elijah, the Tishbite
Why has one of the greatest and most
powerful Biblical prophets been portrayed
as a man coming from nowhere of consequence? “Elijah, the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead”!
From where does this man come from
who arrives like a fly in the adulterated
ointment that is Israel? Let us review one of
the most impressive deeds of his career:
Amid the prevailing apostasy during the
reign of King Ahab, Elijah appears with a
message indicating a judgment of the Lord.
Elijah then denounces the iniquity that
prevails in the Kingdom.
Elijah, by himself, launches an existential challenge to eight hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal and Asherah on Mount
Carmel. (1 Kings 18: 19)

Alone against everyone, he stays the
course and claims the victory. Elijah’s faith
is rewarded by the descent of heavenly fire
that consumes not only the burnt-offering
but also “the wood, stone and earth, and
licked up the water that was in the ditch.”
(V.38)
After three and a half years of drought in
Israel, in accordance with the prophecy of
Elijah, rain returns after the seventh intervention of the prophet.
Threatened with death by Queen Jezebel
and knowing that he was alone to stand
up in favour of the liberation of the people
from the grip of pagan worship (1 Kings
19:14), Elijah flees.
It is in that moment when the Lord
tells him that he is not alone but that
there still remained “seven thousand men,
all who have not bowed the knee to Baal,
and whose mouths have not kissed him.”
So why?
Why did God leave Elijah to face the eight
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and Asherah alone in the presence of all the people?
Why did God not reveal to Elijah much
earlier the existence of all these “brothers”
who were faithful like him, who could have
helped him, encouraged him, and strengthened his faith?
Why did God did not establish a group
faithful to the orthodox religion, who
could have departed together on a crusade
against the iniquity of Israel?
Would Elijah have refused the help of
collaborators as zealous as he?
What then, through these questions, is
the coded message from God for Christians
of our time?
The Bible confirms its existence in the
following statement:
“And we have the prophetic word made
more sure. You will do well to pay attention
to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star
rises in your hearts.” (2 Peter 1:19)
Another statement of the inspired author Ellen White in her book “Counsels on
Diet and Foods”, p. 71, should also challenge
us:
The Tranverse Prophecy
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“Those who are to prepare the way for
the second coming of Christ, are represented by faithful Elijah, as John came in
the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for
Christ’s first advent.”

A prophecy on individual freedoms
The prophetic statement of Malachi 4
is very well known: “ Behold, I will send
you Elijah the prophet before the great and
dreadful day of the Lord comes. (v.5).”
Malachi’s prophecy concerning the “day
of the Lord”, “the great and dreadful day”
had an initial fulfilment in the ministry of
John the Baptist, another solitary figure
of the calibre of Elijah, with the difference
being that his coming had been prophesied
(Malachi 3:1) and his birth initiated by God
himself. (Luke 1).
His second and final fulfilment will be
“before the day of the Lord comes, that
great and dreadful day” which we look forward to with joy.
In the midst of the apostasy and prevailing iniquity that we are familiar with and
which holds sway in these final years of the
unfortunate history of our civilization, men
and women of the calibre of Elijah, with the
same mission, will be individually active.
But be mindful: they will all have a particular characteristic that will be crucial to the
success of their mission: solitude in the
voluntary commitment of the mission.
They will be men, women and youth, of
unknown origins. Some will be from poor
neighbourhoods rife with unemployment,
promiscuity, violence and rejection. Others
from the anonymous ranks of the population, average people without glory and
without show; completely non-descript
persons, like Elijah, “one of the inhabitants
of Gilead”.
Free from any human attachment, Elijah
indeed had not been presented as being
the “son of ...” as is the case with several of
the prophets and men of God. The spiritual
descendants of Elijah will be men, women
and young people capable of transcending
parental relations and friendships in order
to position themselves in the best interests
of the mission of the soon-returning Master.

“He said to them: Why are you looking for
me? Do you not know that I must take care
of my Father’s business?” Such was Jesus’
response to his parents at 12 years of age.
It is an answer which might appear almost
insolent to our ears, but which belied, even
at his young age, what his priorities were.
These descendants of Elijah will thus
freely choose their camp, without any external constraints, or family and environmental pressure.
They will be capable of taking inspired
initiatives and to go it alone if necessary,
all the way to the conclusion of their engagement against the occult and dictatorial
forces of the one-track thinking of modern
Babylon.
At this stage in our reflection it is important that each one examines the motive that
led to the decision to belong to God’s family
in accepting to be baptized. in the name of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Was it the psychological pressure during
an evangelistic campaign?
Or the compelling pressure of our
friends? Or parents?
Upon reading this, I invite everyone
to return to your room and redefine your
present commitment with God, whether to
pursue it or bring it to a halt; and to do this
in solitude, in complete freedom, aware of
the future consequences and thus embracing this personal decision from this day
forwards. Your relationship with your God
cannot depend on that of another; otherwise the influence of that other person on
you would be greater than that of the Spirit
of God!
Thus it releases the person who is aware
of having accepted Christ through family
tradition or wilful coercion.
It also frees the person who wants to remain faithful to the Word but up until now
has tentatively asserted his right to differ.
May it free of all obstacles the one who,
like Elijah, desires to remain at the disposal
of the Spirit of God to denounce the rise of
the dictatorship of lawlessness and intolerance in today’s society.
Elijah’s life is truly a prophetic message
for all Christians, of every race, and tongue,
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and people: a quite ordinary man, a simple inhabitant of ... (your neighbourhood),
whom God can draw out to defend his Word
in enemy territory and eventually to raise
up into the clouds of Heaven to meet his
Savior.

The transverse prophecy
This prophecy on individual freedoms
is not an isolated case in the Scriptures.
The whole Bible is indeed criss-crossed
by this message that underlies the biblical
accounts. But we have not paid it any attention. Before citing several other examples I
would like to draw your attention to a statement of the Apostle Paul that highlights
the convergence of biblical stories to the
long-awaited event, “The day of the Lord.”
“Now these things happened to them as
a warning, but they were written down for
our instruction, upon whom the end of the
ages has come. Therefore let anyone who
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.”
(1 Corinthians 10:11,12.)
It is observed that almost all biblical
stories recount the biography of a single
man or a single woman.
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph,
Job, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Deborah, and so
many more: Esther, Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, John the Disciple….the list goes on. All were men and
women of the calibre of Elijah the prophet
with a free and solid relationship with
God, and able to remain faithful despite the
loneliness imposed by the adverse circumstances.
A hymn is also dedicated to them in the
Bible, praising their faith in God, strong and
singular:
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain…
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he
should not see death…
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen…
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called…
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age…
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac…

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents…
By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish with
those who were disobedient…
And what more shall I say? For time would
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won
strength out of weakness, became mighty
in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection. Some
were tortured, refusing to accept release that
they might rise again to a better life. Others
suffered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, they were killed with
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep
and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— of
whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth.
And all these, though well attested by
their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not
be made perfect. (Hebrews 11.)

All these quotes relate to lone individuals. They are there to strengthen us in the
solitary spirit of those who have decided to
serve the Master. The consequences as can
clearly be seen, were sometimes positive,
sometimes negative but mattered little to
them; they knew that their Master had in
store for them “something far better.”

One would really need to be blind and
deaf not to understand this transverse
and repetitive prophetic message that
is destined for those who remain at the
close of time.
The mystery of harmony within
individual freedoms
One cannot help but wonder about the
danger of such a perspective. Is it possible
for anyone to act at will under the guise of
personal freedom?
The Tranverse Prophecy
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Deep differences could indeed be born
of peculiarities in character or culture!
This is incompatible with the wisdom
that comes from above!
The transverse prophecy provides us
with the answer. All these men and women
who lived and worked at different times
had the same objective: to serve God and
Him alone. Their life was in His hands for
better and for worse. Their personal interests were secondary.
They were inspired and moved by the
same Spirit, as it is written: “Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of working, but
it is the same God who inspires them all in
every one. To each is given the manifestation
of the Spirit for the common good.”
(1 Corinthians 12: 4-7).
The quote about the heroes in Hebrews
11, in this one and the same chapter, is already a powerful witness of the integrated
action of the Spirit of God throughout centuries and cultures.
There is then no fear for those who
would freely decide to serve God by earnestly seeking the direction of the Spirit. If they
belong to a group, the group’s strength will
be the result of the forces of each individual
of which it is composed. This was the case of
the group of four young people held captive
at the court of King Nebuchadnezzar. The famous statement: “We have no need to answer
you in this matter. If it be so, our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace; and he will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to
you, O king, that we will not serve your gods
or worship the golden image which you have
set up.”(Daniel 3: 16-18) has not been attributed to any one of them in particular.
Why is this? Because the determination
of one was identical to that of the others.
They were not motivated by any desire for
supremacy, nor did they want to stand above
their peers. They were as strong individually along with Daniel as they were in his
absence. Their faith was strengthened by
each other without being dependent on one

another. The group was strong because each
one, separately, was strong; was an ‘Elijah’.
It is clear that God intended that it
will be Christians of this calibre who will
emerge victorious from the hour of trial
which is coming on the whole world, to try
those who dwell upon the earth. (Revelation 3: 10).

» They will resist the rise of change in
society;
» They will be impervious to the infiltration of subversive thoughts upon human
nature;
» They will not be afraid to return to the
old paths and walk in them;
» They will repair the breaches of the
Word and the prophetic Word;
» They will hold firm against national laws
opposed to those of the Creator God;
» They will close their ears to the sweet,
bewitching music of ecumenism;
» And they will cling, in the face of their
own brothers, to a “thus saith the Lord.”
» ...
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews is
clearly an unfinished chapter ... Rev. 6:11

Jéricho Baltus, Public Affairs and
Religious Liberty Director from
the French Antilles-Guiana Union
Conference, Inter-American
Division (IAD)
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OTHER PERSPECTIVES ON:
‘LIBERTY – CHURCH’ LIFE – DESIRE TO SEE JESUS’
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Gabriel Maurer

UNITED IN FREEDOM –
A BIBLICAL IMAGE
OF FAITH
LOOKING AT JESUS AND ASKING DAILY FOR HIS HELP,
OUR ATTITUDES CAN BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS’
ATTITUDE, AND OUR THINKING MORE LIKE HIM
We need to look from a personal perspective evaluating Jesus as Creator, Savior,
and Lord with the willingness to take on the consequences of our discovery and
adopt the high values He is standing for.

United in Freedom – A Biblical Image of Faith
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ife has become very diverse and
complex with many divergent developments. On the one hand there has
never been so much freedom of choice
for an individual as we have it today. On
the other hand there have never been
so many regulating limits targeting the
very same people today.
The challenge we are currently facing
is that through migration processes people perceive an unprecedented population
growth demanding constant social adjustment as well as raising new challenges with
the need to make new choices.
So the former principle: “Freedom for all
unless you interfere with the wishes of your
neighbor” is no longer simply applicable, as
the neighbors are so diverse that no common line can be found. On the other hand,
a radical egoistic approach following the
motto “Whatever fits me is o.k.” questions
the very existence of today’s peaceful society as people’s needs cannot be constantly
ignored without having at a certain point
uncontrolled outbreaks of attempts to impose a small group’s view and desires to the
majority.
So finally we need to admit: Unlimited
freedom is an illusion. As soon as there is
more than one person living on Earth there
will be some sort of limitation. But the very
next question is: Who sets the limits? And
foremost: On what criteria are limits of
freedom set?
Looking to different world regions as
well as to society in history we may discover a few systems that have been developed in order to harmonize individual and
community needs as well as the need for
coordination and generalization: democratic, authoritarian, monarchic, anarchic,
socialist, communist, etc. Each one of them
has some advantages, but also significant
disadvantages we need to take into consideration.
It is interesting in this context to turn
our attention to biblical principles and the
system described there of “loving your
neighbor as yourself”. That’s really an unusual proposal of multi-needs-complex-approach to freedom. While libraries are full

of volumes with laws, the Bible manages all
complex life situations with just 10 commandments. Why?
In ancient Jerusalem one day some
visiting Greeks approached a disciple of
Jesus expressing a desire, a wish: “Sir, we
would like to see Jesus.” Today this would
be nothing unusual, but at that time it was,
since only Jews were allowed to enter into
the inner court of the Temple. The disciple
was so disturbed, that he sought counsel
from his colleague. But it seems that they
all had the same problem, so finally they
approached Jesus in search of a solution.
Jesus’ answer is not specific, but generic, suggesting that if we look at Him
we need to look from a personal perspective evaluating Him as Creator, Savior, and
Lord with the willingness to take on the
consequences of our discovery and adopt
the high values He is standing for.
In effect He has quite specifically defined what He means by a consequent life.
“Blessed are the peacemakers…” (Matthew
5:9) “Blessed are the honest hearted…”
(Matthew 5:8) and “Whosoever shall compel you to go a mile, go with him two.” (Matthew 5:41)
With this Jesus is breaking the bondages
of a life view captured by mere egoism. He
challenges people to come out of their comfort zone, to have the courage to think differently from the common paths and become
aware of the needs of others. In the end, this
is the way toward a real, positive contribution to society and to personal satisfaction.
Jesus’ peacemaker philosophy goes even
deeper: “If you become aware that your fellow has something against you, go and settle it.” (Matthew 5:23,24) Don’t wait until
others decide to end conflicts, but become
active and set an agenda of acceptance, tolerance and mutual respect.
In today’s world full of conflict, marginalization, intolerance, and a decreasing
respect for human life and dignity it is the
mission of the church through its members
to represent Jesus and to make the respective Christian values seen.
Imagine how the world could look like,
if the more than 1 Billion Christians in the

50 Liberty Today – Trends & Attitudes † Liberty Today vs. We Want to See Jesus

Liberty 2015.indd 50

17/06/2015 12:46:33

world would be a daily, living example of
acceptance, tolerance, and mutual respect,
if these Christians would place the needs
of the suffering and underprivileged before
their own interests. If they would simply
display the attitude of Jesus for people
“who want to see Jesus”. The Apostle Paul
puts it this way: “Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: And being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above
every name.” (Philippians 2:5-9)
We need to admit, that it is not easy to
consequently follow the principles of Jesus
in a world that has practically forgotten
this valuable heritage. But it is still possible.
Looking at Jesus and asking daily for His
help, our attitudes can become more like
Jesus’ attitude, and our thinking more like
Him, who always strove for justice, to help
and encourage people, to feed the hungry

and give a perspective to the thinkers and
those searching for meaning in life.
But one of the major contributions of
Jesus has been to bring freedom to human
beings: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me… to preach freedom to the captives.”
(Luke 4:18) Even if there is no such thing
as borderless freedom, following Jesus is
the only possibility of securing a maximum
of freedom for the individual as well as for
society, thus creating an environment with
the respective space for self determination,
fairness, and equal chances. Human dignity
and personal development, the basic values of human life, can only be ensured in
a context of freedom including the human
conscience. Many people, looking at the
church and its members, may express their
wish and desire: “We want to see Jesus.” Let
us, as followers of Jesus, give them an opportunity to discover Him and the freedom
He stands for.

Gabriel Maurer is currently the Secretary General of the General Conference,
Inter-European Division, Bern, Switzerland. He has worked as a pastor, teacher,
lecturer, and in organizational administration. His areas of activity are international
and include, among others, supervision of
ethnic groups’ and minorities’ activities,
volunteer service, and coordination of a
number of non-governmental organizations and initiatives. He hold an M.A. in
Religion from Andrews University, USA.
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Corrado Cozzi

DO YOU WANT
TO SEE JESUS?
THE DESIRE TO SEE JESUS IS CLOSELY LINKED TO THE
EXAMPLE HE LEFT US OF HOW TO LIVE OUT RELIGION.
Jesus showed the future as though it were the present, inviting his disciples to
live life in all its complexities, agreeing to follow its obligations, taking no easy
shortcuts.

T

o really understand the desire to see
Jesus and proclaim His message, we
have to retrace our steps and explore who
Jesus is and what He did to really deserve
all this attention. This may seem superfluous in our context of a Christian society,
where we are accustomed to ‘Christ-ori-

ented’ thinking. My intention is to analyze
how Jesus revealed Himself and how he
stirred a desire in millions of people to
contact Him after two thousand years. A
spiritual contact, in the hopeful prospect
of a more concrete, visible, interpersonal
one.
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A two-thousand-year wait
It is important to note the nature of
God’s people and the atmosphere of expectation that has permeated from the very
beginning. After leaving ‘heaven’s gate’ on
that terrible day of the fall into Satan’s trap,
the anxiety and the concern to reconnect
with the Creator has a common thread
along the twisted path of history, keeping
the flame and desire alive to go back inside
that gate.
It’s like being homesick and longing to
... eat your favorite hot meal, sleep in the
warmth of your own bed, to feel protected
in your own home.
Despite the current religious tone, the
dynamics of waiting (dormant in some and
very alive in others) arouses the desire to
see Jesus, our Creator. Of course, this trend
is a matter of faith, a faith that is nourished
mainly by contact with the Bible.
To the contemporary reader, the Bible
takes on different meanings.1 It is only
through the pages of the Bible that our
imagination revives this contact with the
Divine. People who are used to reading the
Bible carefully, view the stories as if they
were part of it, a sort of witness to the faith.
It is the intrinsic desire to someday ‘see’ the
characters with our own eyes, those that
have given life to the Sacred writings but
especially the desire to ‘see’ Jesus, the One
who inspired it.
A Desire for Freedom
One of the reasons why Jesus came to
this earth was to introduce God the Father
to humanity.2 The image of God that Jesus
conveyed was original, different from that
of the Pharisees, the spiritual leaders of
those days. They considered observing the
law more important than knowing and understanding the will of God.3
Of course it was not just a formal introduction. Jesus wanted to stimulate his listeners to an encounter with the Father. And
this meeting was an indication of a great
victory, a promise by God himself through
the dynamics of waiting for the Messiah. It
is not only an eschatological prerogative.
The expectation of the Messiah was a way

of life for the Jews, called to live this expectation as the desire for freedom.
The right to liberty is inherent in man; he
would do anything just to be able to live in the
freedom with which Jesus came, intending to
introduce ‘our’ Father, and thereby confirm
the right to freely live out our own existence.
The oppression of the persecutor,4 who
believes himself to be the master of everybody’s life, creates a natural reaction of revolt. Jesus came to quell this revolt ensuring
freedom while respecting the most basic
rights of existence.5
It’s interesting to note Josephus Flavius’
comments6 on freedom in Jesus’ time. This
was influenced by a sect called Zealots who
“had an insatiable passion for freedom
and believed that only God should be their
master and Lord ...”. However, the way to
achieve this freedom was exactly opposite
to what Jesus proposed. This is possibly the
reason why Judas, the Zealot, betrayed him.

Invitation to a lifestyle
The desire to see Jesus is closely
linked to the example he left us of how
to live out religion. Jesus’ urge to secure
the future was not an excuse to evade
the present, but to realize that the best
of life was still to come.
Jesus was especially concerned and
wanted to ‘comfort’ those who were - and
still are - the victims of an unscrupulous
world, now completely disconnected from
the justice that God had established at the
beginning.
Jesus did not base his teachings on apocalyptic visions and revelations (revelation
of secrets). He “spoke of his authority and
was primarily concerned with life in this
world, and not that of another, heavenly
world. He revealed no secrets: He made
disciples and gave them responsibilities
towards God.”7
Jesus showed the future as though it
were the present, inviting his disciples
to live life in all its complexities, agreeing to follow its obligations, taking no
easy shortcuts.
It is true that he made a future appointment, (John 14: 1-3), and this is the main
Do You Want to See Jesus?
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goal in Jesus’ message, it is the purpose of
the story: to go back to where it all began.

The baptism of Jesus was the announcement of freedom. He was the promised Deliverer. This is where the desire to
see Jesus comes from. And it’s not just to
thank him, but to live in the shadow of his
consistent and solid lifestyle.
Through His baptism, Jesus identified
with his future disciples, creating a community that He himself called the church.This
idea of identifying and wanting to unite is
what keeps people strong in the faith of the
return of Jesus.

The temptations of Jesus were, contrary to Satan’s intentions, the prelude of his
path of freedom from the oppression of evil.
Unconsciously and indirectly Satan gave
Jesus the opportunity to express His views
on freedom for his people.
Yes, these people were hungry. Hungry
for bread, the material bread, which Jesus
gave them twice, so miraculously.8 This was
the introduction of another type of bread,
a bread that would satisfy a much deeper
hunger. Jesus offered himself to satisfy this
hunger for freedom.
God’s protection is an issue that has permeated the entire evolution of human history. It is only natural that our Creator, whom
we call our Father, should work tirelessly
to protect us “so that our feet do not touch
the ground”.9 In his brief ministry of three
and a half years, Jesus has demonstrated
a passion in protecting mankind from the
danger of a hopeless fall. He did as much
as he could, in fact we can’t even count the
people Jesus healed and protected. There
were many instances when his concern
put aside his personal needs to protect the
unfortunate from disease or death – turning a caring glance towards the weak, for
example: widows, prostitutes, children, tax
collectors and sinners.
The theme of adoration did not start
where Satan took Jesus up that mountain,
and did not stop there either, it has continued throughout the centuries to the present
day. Worship is not an object of exchange,

but has only one subject: God. By that one
humble gesture, his sacrifice, Jesus has won
the right to be worshiped.
He did not and does not expect to be
worshiped. His willingness and accessibility
to conquer freedom for all humanity automatically makes Jesus a source of worship.
The freedom itself, to worship or not to
worship, has left us spontaneously wanting
to adore Him even more. It all began from
the temptations atop that mountain where
Jesus resisted the infamous shortcut that
would have prevented freedom forever.

Seeing Jesus through the media
Seeing Jesus cannot only depend on simple curiosity. When you love someone, you
feel a strong desire to enter into an interpersonal relationship, to meet, to see and
interact with that person.
What we read in the Gospels about Jesus
is certainly emblematic. How can we not
want to see Him! This desire has been well
interpreted especially in art, cinema, television and now more than ever in the digital
world.
It’s amazing how many movies have
been made about Jesus from 1895 to the
present, that is the history of cinema. Dozens of films, all different, according to the
distinctive interpretation of the authors.
But almost all with a common denominator:
Jesus, the Liberator, the Redeemer. In fact,
the Passion is the time in Christ’s life that
has caught the interest of directors more
than any other, and opens the big screen to
Jesus: 15 movies before 1910 bear the title
The Passion of Christ.
Seeing Jesus on the screen through the
eyes of the authors, through their imagination and presentation, doesn’t totally satisfy
this desire of faith. However, the sheer history of Christ as reported in the Gospels, the
analogies and interpretations that evade
the theologically correct, to the forms of art
representation of the divine, we do have an
idea of the character Jesus.
What the spectators see on the screen,
if being sensitive enough and looking for
answers, is not just the story of a victim of
the cruelest injustice, but it is the effect that
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the story has on them. In fact they perceive
a symbiosis with the Christ who, according
to the Gospel, was executed also because
of them. Seeing Jesus takes on a liberating value, perhaps selfish, but it definitely
strengthens our faith.
This desire for freedom, as we have seen
above, expressed in waiting for the Messiah,
should liberate us and open a new life economy. This expectation inspired many other
movies even if not directly about Jesus’ life
and Passion, but describing how we all find
ourselves in the same scene setting where
evil oppresses and destroys life. As a result,
someone sacrifices himself to restore order
and peace.10
Conclusion
So why do we look for Jesus? What
drives humanity to seek the face of Jesus?
What do we expect from this encounter
with Christ?
What I have presented above is only
part of the answer to these questions.
One thing is certain, Jesus recognized
the need of humanity. He wanted to give
everyone a choice of freely obeying God’s
will and in doing so to build the moral freedom to create the kind of society that God
wanted to give us in the first place.
This desire has permeated the course
of history, and now as we read with 2000
years of suffered alternations, we confirm
this wish and wait for the time of its fulfillment.

1
This is not the place to consider them all, so I will
only dwell on the nature of the mediating power of the
Sacred Scriptures.

See Matthew 11:27
See J. Drane (1979), Jesus and the four Gospels, Lion
Publishing Co., p. 18.
4
In Jesus’ time the Jews lived under the oppression of
the Romans, but figuratively all humanity lives under
the oppression of evil, sin, Satan.
2
3

5
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed
me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind
will see, that the oppressed will be set free… Luke 4:18
(NTL) And you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free. John 8:32 (NTL)

6
AntiquitatesIudaicae 18.1.6, in Jesus and the Four
Gospels, p. 18
7
Jesus and the four Gospels, p. 22
8
Matthew 14 :13-21 ; 15 :29-39.
9
Matthew 4:6.
10
One example: Larry and Andy Wachowski, two
brothers, had a vision of embracing the Bible and introducing it differently to the world. It is a theory that
The Matrix is metaphorically a science fiction version
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in relationship to the original sin of Adam and Eve. - See more at http://www.
matrixfans.net/symbolism-philosophy-and-allegory/
mm-the-messiah-and-the-matrix/#sthash.8a0Ita6k.
dpuf
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Barna Magyarosi

RECONFIGURING THE
ROUTE: PAUL’S JOURNEY
BETWEEN DIVINE PURPOSE
AND PERSONAL FREEDOM
THE AIM OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IS TO RESPECT THE RIGHT
OF HUMAN BEINGS TO WORSHIP GOD ACCORDING TO
THEIR OWN CONSCIENCE AND CONVICTIONS.
Liberty of conscience and the freedom to manage the decisions of our life are
two expressions of the same basic gift God entrusted to humanity: the freedom
of choice.
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O

ne of the most challenging tasks of
Adventist education is to form independent thinkers who are not merely
reflecting other people’s thoughts, but
are “strong to think and to act, individuals who are masters and not slaves of
circumstances, . . . who possess breadth
of mind, clearness of thought, and the
courage of their convictions.”1
Such a high ideal opens the door for a
meaningful and fruitful interaction between
the fields of education and religious liberty.
The aim of religious liberty is to respect
the right of human beings to worship
God according to their own conscience
and convictions. God Himself has endowed
humans with the gift of individuality, which
entails the capacity and possibility of freely
choosing the way one wants to guide his or
her life. Education in the context of freedom
of choice means that there might be wrong
options and we have the possibility to learn
from the consequences of our choices. And
those moments when we have to face the
result of our freedom reveal the character
of God Himself, the Master Teacher.
A highly critical moment in the life of
the apostle Paul shows the way God is able
to mysteriously merge His providential
care with His respect toward the apostle’s
personal choice. As Paul is finishing his
third missionary journey, he feels a compelling desire to go to Jerusalem (Acts 19:21;
20:22). On the way to Jerusalem he makes
several stops. At Tyre, where he spends a
week, the disciples urge him not to go on
to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4). The text clearly
indicates that while Paul felt the desire in
the spirit, referring to his own spirit (Acts
20:22),2 it was the Holy Spirit who wanted
to prevent Paul from going up to Jerusalem.
However, Paul, full of zeal and duty bound
to proclaim the gospel to his own people
in Jerusalem, ignores the warning signals
along the way.
The journey continues. Paul and his
companions arrive at Caesarea where
they are invited to the house of Philip, the
evangelist. While there, a prophet, Agabus,
comes from Judah with a clear message,
enacting the consequences of Paul’s going

up to Jerusalem: “He took Paul’s belt, tied
his own hands and feet with it and said,
‘The Holy Spirit says, In this way the Jews of
Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt
and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’”
(Acts 21:11)
As a natural reaction to the prophet’s
warning, Paul’s friends try to dissuade
him from continuing his trip to Jerusalem.
Nevertheless, Paul is adamant to go to the
capital and die, if necessary for the cause.
Seeing his determination, the disciples conclude: “The Lord’s will be done.”
Their conclusion inevitably begs the
question: What was the will of the Lord
for Paul? To go up to Jerusalem or not to
go? From the biblical evidence it seems
that despite Paul’s strong urge to go to the
Jewish capital the Lord wanted to prevent
him from what would happen in Jerusalem.
However, God respects personal freedom
and thus the choice of Paul to continue the
journey eventually ends in depriving Paul
of his freedom and puts him on his last
journey to Rome, as a prisoner.3 But during
the night following his trial in the Sanhedrin, the Lord appears to Paul and tells him
“Take courage! As you have testified about
me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in
Rome.” (Acts 23:11)
God respects the choices of Paul, allows
him to suffer the consequences, but at the
same time, as long as he is willing to listen to
His voice, offers a way out. The way it happens reminds me of the voice of my satellite
navigation (GPS) gadget when I take a wrong
turn, mistake an exit, or willingly choose
another route: “Reconfiguring route,” it tells
me. God had to reconfigure the route of Paul’s
life and mission. He was supposed to be the
apostle to the gentiles and freely preach
among them the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now
the route is reconfigured. He will not be free,
but instead of him going to the Romans, they
will come to his home prison in Rome.
Reflecting God’s image, bearing the
responsibility of the freedom to think
and to act, come at a huge price. In order
to respect our freedom, the Son of God had
to take another set of decisions. He also
took them freely, in order to give us the

Reconfiguring the Route: Paul’s Journey between Divine Purpose and Personal Freedom
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chance of beginning again; the chance of
reconfiguring the route of our life. As a divine Teacher, He does not chide us, but allows us to learn from our choices. He takes
us where we are and leads us step by step,
always respecting our freedom. Sometimes
the way is going to be longer, the route different, the challenges greater, but as long as
we are willing to stick to His plan, He will
get us there.
The same principle of God working
with a second best plan can be observed
throughout biblical history. Did God want
Israel to have a king? The answer is “not
ideally.” But at the request of Israel to be
like all the other nations, He was willing
to reconfigure the route and gave them a
king. Not only did He give them a king, but
also the entire plan of salvation was geared
toward the Messiah who would be the son
of David!
Did God intend that the Israelites massacre the entire Canaanite population? Although the answer is not as straightforward
as in the first example, a careful analysis
will show that His original plan was not to
destroy but to dispossess the Canaanites.
The annihilation was a consequence of both
Israel’s reluctance to obey God’s plan and
the Canaanites' defiance against God’s
will.4
Have you ever thought that Christianity
itself is a second best solution? What about
your life? How many times has the Lord
needed to reconfigure the route of your life?
This is probably not even the most important question. What is more important is to
ask ourselves if we have seen the patient,
loving character of the Master Teacher in the
lessons of our life. Have we grown through
exercising the power to think and act in a
way that better equips us to understand
God’s will and be more lenient to others?
If, in the tumult of a hectic life you seem to
have misunderstood God’s will for your life,
or disregarded His plan, He is always there
to stand next to you and tell you: “Take courage! We are going to reconfigure your life
again!” He is willing to offer you a second,
third, fourth (are you still counting?) best
solution: the chance to start it anew!

Liberty of conscience and the freedom to manage the decisions of our life
are two expressions of the same basic
gift God entrusted to humanity: the freedom of choice. As we see others expressing
their religion in ways that seem not only
strange to us, but at times even wrong, let
us remember our own lessons from exercising our freedom. At the same time let’s pray,
testify, and hope that God, who helped us
gain valuable experience with Him through
our choices, will lead others as well.

1
Ellen G. White, True Education (Nampa, Ida.: Pacific
Press, 2000), 12.
2
See the contrast with Acts 20:23 where the text
makes a difference between the spirit of Paul and the
Holy Spirit.
3
It is significant to observe the comments of Ellen G.
White on the advice for Paul to present a sacrifice of
purification at Jerusalem: “But the advice now given
was not consistent with that decision. The Spirit of
God did not prompt this instruction; it was the fruit of
cowardice.” (Acts of the Apostles, 404).
4
For more on this question see Barna Magyarosi, Holy
War and Cosmic Conflict in the Old Testament from the
Exodus to the Exile (Berrien Springs, MI: Adventist
Theological Society Publications, 2010), 109-120.
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Denise Hochstrasser

LOVE THAT MAKES YOU
FREE
IT IS NOT RIGHT TO RIDICULE SOMEONE'S FAITH
OR TO LACK RESPECT FOR SOMEBODY
WHO DOES NOT SHARE MY THOUGHTS AND BELIEFS.
What went wrong in Paris?
It is January 7, 2015. The whole world is
speaking about the terrorist attack in Paris
where 12 persons, 5 of them well known
caricaturists, including the chief publisher
from the editorial team of the magazine
Charlie Hebdo were brutally executed. The
major part of the team was eliminated, and
the whole world was alarmed. Everywhere
we heard people repeating the words: Je
suis (I am) Charlie.
Only one day later in Nigeria, 2000
Christians were killed, just because they
were Christians. The Allah warriors, Boko
Haram, started a series of attacks, slaughtering people who did not share their faith.
Since that date, Boko Haram has been present nonstop in the media.
On April 14, 2015, we were reminded of
the 252 young Chibook girls who were kidnapped on that day the previous year by the
Islamic Terror Organization Boko Haram.
Twenty girls had been able to flee. The others are still in captivity, probably victims of
forced marriages and conversion to Islam.
‘This dramatic kidnapping is only the
tip of the iceberg’, said Open Doors Switzerland, the Christian Charity Organisation for
persecuted Christians.
ISIS, the Islamic state, behead Christians. Terrorist organizations in East Africa
attack buses and universities, seeking to kill

Christians just for being Christians. People
are being abducted and killed just for the
fact that they have another faith or think
differently from others.

Back to Paris, to Charlie Hebdo
We need freedom of thought and expression. This is one of our fundamental
rights and needs.
If we cannot say what we feel and
think, we wither. In this sense, I too, I want
to shout: I am Charlie. I want to be able to
express myself. I need freedom of expression for my sanity.
But it is not right to speak out against
people who think differently from me, to
ridicule someone’s faith, to lack respect for
somebody who does not share my thoughts
and beliefs. I have no right to condemn anybody at any time, and I should not judge
someone else or make fun of him for whatever reason. In this sense I want to shout: No,
I am not Charlie. Freedom, yes, I am in favor
of freedom. We need to be free to express
ourselves, but never at the expense of others.
Freedom yes, but not if it hurts someone else.
How can we avoid hurting and judging
others?
We are called to “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all
Love That Makes You Free
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your strength. The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:
30-31). This is not always easy.
When I walk through Interlaken, a beautiful Swiss town, I encounter lots of tourists
from all over the world and I often see women clad in burkhas, veils, scarfs, covering
themselves in different ways. I can see them
walking with their families where one man is
at the head of the group and several women
follow behind him. Automatically I think,
‘Poor women!’ or ‘What rights do these
women have?’ and ‘What comes next?’
I know that most Moslems are peaceful people, and the Fundamentalists and
Islamic militia have but little or nothing to
do with the majority of Moslems or with
their religion. But still, deep inside me I feel
a barrier coming up. Am I prejudiced? How
can I put into practice the text from Mark
12 in this scenario?
Whether I hurt someone or not, whether
I am prejudiced toward someone or not,
whether I am reserved toward someone or
not, whether I put an imaginary stamp on
someone or not, whether I ridicule someone in my thoughts or not, it is all a question of the relationship I have to somebody.
Different Opinions
We don’t all think the same way. There
are different areas where we have different
opinions, even inside our church and denomination.
For example music. Our musical tastes are
so different. When a new hymnbook is being
prepared there is a lot of discussion about the
choice of songs and hymns. Will they be pious
enough? Will I be comfortable with the texts?
Will I still find the hymns I have loved to
sing for years? Or will it just be that modern
stuff? Will we be able to respectfully accept
the choices that have been made for the new
hymnbook that will be published shortly in
German? Or will our church families split
because of disagreement on choice?
A while ago I was in Paris where I spoke
to leaders in the Women’s Ministries Department from the North of France. With only
a few exceptions the women had dark skin,

most were from the Caribbean Islands. Their
singing really cheered me up, they sang with
so much fervour. I have hardly ever heard
such joy in our traditional European churches. I am looking forward to my visit to Italy
with 150 women from Ghana. I don’t expect
it to be quiet. They sing other songs. They
use other instruments. They sound different.
Is it wrong? What is right? Or are there different kinds of ’right’ possibilities?
We don’t all think and feel the same. Just
think of the topic ’food’ (vegetarian, vegan,
meat), the right or wrong way of keeping
the Sabbath.
Even in our beliefs, not everybody believes exactly in the same way. Not even
in my home church and not even my own
family. This causes conflict, and we use up
much time and energy in arguing that we
could much more profitably use for other
topics instead. Faith and our understanding
of faith is a very personal matter, and still
it contains so much potential for conflicts.
How do we deal with this?

Each Butterfly has two sides
When my husband and I got married,
we received a beautiful butterfly, pinned up
between two pieces of glass, so we could see
both sides. One side of the butterfly is brown
and has green lines and spots at the tips of
the wings. The other side is nearly black and
has white spots lined along the edges of the
wings. We were called to stand, each on one
side of the butterfly, and we had to explain
what we saw. We both saw the same butterfly, but it looked different from each side.
Then we were asked to change positions and
go and see the other side.
This is true for our life as well. If we
don’t understand each another, would
it maybe help to step aside and change
position, to try and see the other side of
the picture? It is never up to us to judge.
Each one is free to believe what he does.
But how do I react when someone has an
opinion differing from mine? And how do I
react when this opinion impinges upon my
life? Loving God with all our heart and our
neighbor as ourselves (Mark12) suddenly
isn’t so easy any more.
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The Golden Rule
Jesus said: “Do to others as you would
have them do to you” (Luke 6:31).
How would we want others to react to
us if they have a different pattern of thinking from ours? Would we want them to
trample upon us, ridicule or judge us? What
kind of a freedom of expression is it when
we hurt others? Freedom stops where the
freedom of someone else is restricted. If we
want others to respect our faith we have to
respect theirs as well. As Seventh-day Adventists we are adamant that our religious
beliefs should be accepted and that is one
reason why we are champions of Religious
Liberty. But should we not also respect the
beliefs of others? I am happy that the International Association for the Defense
of Religious Liberty is doing just that,
working for religious liberty in general,
not just for us.
So: I am Charlie, but I am not Charlie.

Hornets
Several years ago we had hornets (big
wasp-like insects which seemed to us to be
very dangerous) in our house. We wanted
to kill the hornets and destroy their nest
which we finally found in a birdhouse. But
then we found out that they were protected
and that we were not allowed to destroy a
hornet’s nest. So we started reading about
them and we found out that they were not
as dangerous as we had thought. They kill
wasps and mosquitos, which is convenient,
and as they don’t give up all the poison
at once in case of a sting, it would not be
more dangerous than the sting of a bee.
They don’t go after our food, so there is no
chance of swallowing one. And they protect
us from other pesky insects. So we decided
to adopt them as our friends. We never got
stung. We have lived together happily ever
after. The hornets did not change, but we
changed our attitude towards them. We realized that it is useful first to study an insect
before killing it. Even if it is as unpleasant
as a hornet.
So what is the solution if we have a
problem with something or someone? We
should find out more about a person before

we judge, criticize or ridicule someone. As
it might be difficult to do so in the heat of
the discussion we should decide to always
think before we speak and wait until we
understand the person better. This is something we have to decide to do before we get
upset about someone. We can choose this
attitude now, so we are ready for it when a
difficult situation arises.

Denise Hochstrasser is Women’s Ministries Director for the Inter-European
Division of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church (SDA) since 2010, after being
responsible in the same function for the
German Swiss Conference since 2005.
Before that she was employed by AdventVerlag Krattigen (SDA Swiss Publishing
house) for 17 years. She spent several
years in Newbold College, Bracknell, England. The early death of her first husband
left a deep impact in her life and she
devoted her time to a ministry to women,
in which she has been engaging for more
than 27 years now. She lives in Switzerland, where she was born and loves to
spend time with Markus, her husband in
the beautiful countryside, reading, swimming and walking near the lake or in the
snowy mountains.
A Difficult Co-existence:

Liberty 2015.indd 61

61

17/06/2015 12:46:43

Ventsislav Panayotov

A DIFFICULT CO-EXISTENCE:
THE SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH
DURING THE COMMUNIST
REGIME IN BULGARIA
The authorities tried - in typical style for this period - to present Adventism as
clearly politically oriented, namely anti-Soviet and anti-Communist, attributing to
it blind adoration of monarcho-fascism and devotion to the capitalist state. These
conclusions serve to justify the repressive actions of the authorities towards the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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T

he first contacts of Adventism in the
territory of Bulgaria were carried out
during the 1890s. L.R. Conradi, head of the
church in Europe, marks the beginning of organized activities. Difficult years follow. The
wars of the second decade of the 20th century left a heavy imprint on the organization of
the fledgling church. Marked growth follows
1920. A publishing ministry was organized;
young people received theological education
abroad and returned to Bulgaria to work as
pastors. Many churches were being established. Targeted social charity began. All this
happened under constant pressure. Local
authorities resorted to arrests and ill-treatment in order to limit the spread of Adventism. Patriots and priests harassed the meetings of the church. Suspicion of communism
haunted believers. Actions bordering on
terror were not exceptions. Thus, growing
and harassed, the Adventist Church entered
the period of Communist rule.
A general view on the communist
period reveals initial relative freedom.
This is one of the main slogans of the new
government. An animation of church life
could be observed at the end of World War
II and afterwards. A Constituency Meeting was held in April 1945 and regularly
thereafter. Elder Boris Bonev was elected as
President of the Bulgarian Union. The next
Constituency Meeting was held in 1948; the
Union was divided into two Conferences.
The initial freedom allowed the purchase of
property and construction of churches.
The authorities stated that all religions
have the same right to exist. This allowed
the Adventist Church to establish its own
school in Svoge, where students studied the
high school curriculum and then – in order
to legalize their education - they sat for
exams as private students in public schools.
Three six-month training courses for
preachers were held in the same place. The
Church actively participated in the national
brigade movement. 80 young Adventists got
involved and worked on the construction of
the railway line from Lovech - Troyan. The
authorities considered this action by the
Adventist Church as a positive step in relations with the State.

Since the late 40s and early 50s the
situation changed dramatically. During
these years many buildings of the Adventist
Church were confiscated. Svoge School was
closed and the property was nationalized.
Pastors were pressed; work with the younger generation was prohibited. The State took
constant steps for the dismantling of the
central leadership and for deployment of
State Security agents at all levels of church
organization. Hungarian events of 1956 gave
further impetus and accelerated the process
of actual isolation of the Church from public
life and led to the suppression of its internal
activities. Peaceful coexistence between
church and state ended. The long and painful period of repression, persecution and
constant attempts to systematically destroy
Adventism in the country began.

Ideological grounds for persecution
Christianity did not fit into the new
mental and political system and had to
be condemned ideologically. Several basic
theses were developed for this purpose that
were applied to Adventism as well.
The first goal was to discredit Adventism, arguing that it was not typical and
even alien to a Bulgarian culture and
national spirit and therefore not able to
meet the religious needs of the Bulgarians.
Teachings and practices of the Church were
presented as too distant to the Bulgarian
worldview and therefore inappropriate.
Another major charge in the years of
totalitarian rule was that Adventism is ideologically incompatible with Communism,
which in the form that was implemented
in the former Eastern Bloc countries, was
based on the idea of the revolutionary
transformation of society, while the traditional Christian worldview preached and
Adventists advocated for development,
which begins with the change of the individual. Dialectical materialism as the ideological platform of Marxism could not be
combined with the teachings of Adventism.
To this ideological line was added political
assessment as well. The authorities tried
- in typical for this period style - to present Adventism as clearly politically oriA Difficult Co-existence:
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ented, namely anti-Soviet and anti-Communist, attributing to it blind adoration
of monarcho-fascism and devotion to the
capitalist state. These conclusions serve
to justify repressive actions of the authorities towards Adventist Church.
Hence the stigma of Adventists as American and British spies operating in Bulgaria
under the influence of western hubs and
serving their interests and aspirations. This
extremely unfair accusation was used many
times on different occasions over the years
for oppression and prosecution of members
and pastors, as evidenced by the plans of
the State Security. It provided that the sectional party secretaries were to hunt “educated citizens that were not members of the
Communist Party but were good members
of the Fatherland Front to whom - upon our
approval - party secretaries will explain the
pernicious role of the sect on our citizens,
that this sect was being led and funded by
the American Adventist Union, which is one
link of their foreign intelligence service.”1

Contacts with the World Church
By the mid 70s, the Bulgarian Adventist
Church was cut off from the world church.
Official visits of leaders from abroad were
impossible. However, they found a way, even
occasionally - as tourists visiting the country.
They attended worship services, but shared
only short greetings, without preaching. The
situation began to change after the Euro-Africa Division elected Elder Oldrich Sladek, President of the Adventist Church in Czechoslovakia, as Field Secretary of the Division, with
which came responsibility for the Church in
Bulgaria as well.. The fact that he was a citizen
of another socialist country simplified his
work. During his second visit 8-13 April 1975,
he was accompanied by the Division President Elder Pauers to whom the Committee at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the BOC and
religious cults gave permission for the first
time in decades to have a brief sermon during
the Friday night vespers. On June 10 to 16,
1977 for the first time ever Bulgaria was visited by the General Conference President Elder
Robert Pierson, accompanied by the Division
President Elder Edwin Ludescher.

Despite the partial changes that occurred
in the 1970s, the Adventist Church in Bulga
ria remained isolated from the world church.
Adventists in the country were not in touch
with global trends in the development of the
church and could not follow them. The exchange of ideas was extremely difficult. The
authorities were informed of the Adventist
Church contacts with the outside world and
controlled them completely.

Efforts of the authorities for infiltration
in the church structures and dismantling
of its central leadership
The state undertook coordinated efforts
for permanent infiltration into the internal
life of the church and its destabilization.
State authorities were to approve or reject
the proposals of the Church, and in certain
cases they were indicating specific pastors
for the position of Union President. State
Security aimed to recruit and introduce
members and pastors as agents on all levels
of the organization. The Committee closed
the Conferences in 1964, thus shrinking to
a minimum the administrative capacity of
the Church.
The Communist regime tried to develop through its State Security structures activities aimed at destroying the
unity of the church. State Security undertook some concrete steps to achieve this
goal. Pastors and churchgoers were systematically investigated to determine whether
they represented operational interest to
be recruited as agents. Particular interest
was expressed towards those that stood out
with leadership or oratorical qualities and
intelligent young men. Special efforts were
applied for the “decomposition“ of others.2
A public campaign began against the church
by stimulating citizens to file complaints
to the Community Public Committee and
County Committee of the Communist Party. The Church was accused of breaking
the peace and exerting a bad influence on
youngsters. Relevant authorities created
obstacles for the local congregations and
did not provide them with official registration. These efforts brought about some
results. But in this case, it was certainly true
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that the more pressure that was applied,
the more resistance was created. Most pastors, members and supporters, despite the
pressure upon them did not succumb and
never became agents of State Security.
Repressions against the pastors were
well planned and had a permanent character to the very end of the Communist
regime. When pastors were moved to a
new district, the local authorities did not
accept them. This led to very frequent relocations. In order to maintain their ministerial position, some of them remained for
a very long time in the districts where they
were accepted. The church leadership was
pressed for relocation and dismissal of certain ministers. State authorities looked for
any occasion to discredit the pastors thus
leading to their dismissal or sending them
to prisons and camps. After the retirement
of the ministers, recruitment of interns was
not allowed. Pastors were constantly summoned by the State Security and the Ministry of the Interior; they were kept under
investigation by all means; the regime did
not leave them alone.

Pressure on individuals and units of the
Church
The pressure of the totalitarian authorities over the Church was intense
and affected not only the leadership and
ministerial body, but was directed at all
levels of the church organization as well.
Under communism Sabbath became perhaps the biggest challenge for every member
of the Adventist Church. The school week is
six-day long and is compulsory for all. Desiring to live by religious principles and beliefs,
Adventists faced an utter unwillingness of
the state to provide them with guaranteed
constitutional rights. It was a constant practice for ’Sabbatarians’ as they were called
because of honoring the Sabbath, to be kept
in constant tension at their places of work;
many of them were fired from work due to
their unwillingness to work on Sabbath. The
situation in schools was similar. Teachers
and principals received orders and were
pressed not to give their consent so that the
children of Adventists might be released

from school on Sabbaths. And if in primary
and lower secondary schools, despite persistent problems, a way was found for students
to complete their school years, this was
practically impossible in secondary education. This forced students to study in nightschools, Vocational Schools with a bad reputation or graduate as private students. Young
people also faced constant problems during
their military service. Some of them, because
of their religious principles and refusal to
work on Sabbath, were convicted and served
sentences in prison.
The religious Act of 1949 determined
the work with the young generation as a
concern of the state, but not of religious
denominations. Authorities forbade pastors
and churches to work with children and
young people, even with their own. Upon
any attempt to do so, the guilty pastor was
called to the Ministry of the Interior or to
State Security and threatened with dismissal, if he continued to work with the younger
generation.
State Security was also engaged in real
estate and periodically appointed their
staff to review the assets of the Adventist
Church, with the aim of eventually appropriating them for the state. The results were
quite obvious. The state took away a number of properties from the Church - mainly
in the 1950s and 1960s. A newly built
church building in Gabrovo was nationalized and turned into a puppet theater and
Home of the Atheists. Purchased in 1956
from the Jewish community in Sofia a synagogue was taken away in the winter of 1957
after the church put in money and work for
its repair and reconstruction. These are just
two of the many examples. For many years
the big Varna church gathered together in a
small private house in the Roma neighborhood thanks to the good will of an elderly
lady.
As part of a general repression in 1949,
the State liquidated the church publishing
house. This resulted in a practical impossibility for printing literature. Only with the
authorization of the Committee of Religions
could the Church print Sabbath school lessons, materials for the Week of Prayer and
A Difficult Co-existence:

Liberty 2015.indd 65

65

17/06/2015 12:46:44

for the Sabbath vespers - but in a limited
edition. There have been periods when the
Church was permitted to print only 100
lessons for a membership of about 3,000
people. It went so far as having to copy the
lessons by hand, because the local congregations received only a couple of lesson
guides or the Church had to use lessons
from previous years. Quite often the police
carried out searches of churches and private homes, then seized the Christian literature found there.
In the 1980s, the State conducted several audits in Protestant churches. The
Adventist Church was not bypassed. The
Audit Act of 1983 stated that the Union had
defalcation due to extrinsic social activity,
illegal construction, repairs and wages.
Moreover, the audit results were used by
the Committee of Religions for the dismissal of unsuitable leadership members as well
as for the seizure of two cyclostyle printing
presses. The next audit of 1986 found out
that in Bulgaria there were 20 registered
and 34 unregistered Adventist churches.
The auditor made it clear that the money
collected by the unregistered churches
would be confiscated by the State and offered the Church to donate money to the
'1300 years in Bulgaria' fund. At a meeting
on 28.05.1986, the participating pastors,
pressed by circumstances, decided that the
Union should donate these funds for the
construction of a nursing home. The State
received these funds but never built such
establishments.
With its constant efforts to intervene in
the internal affairs of the Adventist Church,
the Communist regime created huge, at
times almost insurmountable problems
for the church, but it did not achieve its
ultimate goal. Despite repeated attempts
to revoke the official registration of the
Church and to dissolve it as an organization,
the Church was able to withstand and to
wait for the change in 1989. Furthermore,
during this time it has been strengthened
and increased its membership. God‘s will
for it was to survive. Uneven battle has an
unexpected ending. The difficult co-existence ends. If you visit the headquarters of

the Bulgarian Union in Sofia you will find
out that it is located some hundred meters
north of the building of the former National
Police Department, on the former Militionerska street – the place in which pastors
and laymen were separated from their families, imprisoned, tortured and pressured
to sign documents and renounce their faith
and beliefs. Times change. Co-existence
continues.
1
Plan to conduct intelligence and operational tasks on
Deed # 6170, p.3
2
Ibid, p. 3,5

Ventsislav Panayotov, 46, graduated from Friedensau Theological Seminary in Germany. He has
served as a pastor, Youth Director,
Director of the Bulgarian Theological Seminary and is currently
serving his second term as Union
President. He and his wife Varta
have a 19-year old son and
16-year old daughter. He enjoys
hiking, spending time outdoors
and being with his dog Sparky.
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António Rodriguez

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
“THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.”
This freedom proclaimed by Jesus has multiple dimensions: from the sinful nature, from the power of evil, from the condemnation of the law, from the inevitability of death, from the eternal separation from God.

U

sually, we think of Religious Liberty as the promotion of individual
freedom of conscience for all and as the
defense of the right to have a religious
life, in private and public. This is correct.
But Religious Liberty, in the Christian
life perspective – that is, the liberty to
meet the call of God – is personal and intimate. As Solomon said, in his prayer of dedication for the temple, “Let your heart therefore be loyal to the Lord our God, to walk in
His statutes and keep His commandments”
(I Kings 8:61), and Jesus affirmed this same
idea: “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind” (Matt. 22:37), the decision and
the actual practice of walking in the statutes
and keeping the commandments of God
come out, first of all, from the heart and the
mind. And in these – thank God – there is
no individual, no institution or supernatural
being that can come in, against the free will
of each person. Paul understood well what
Liberty is, and he preached it to perfection,
even when in prison.
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, acknowledges that, in an apostate world, beyond the inner freedom, the people of God
would have to endure trials and problems,
which history shows, usually, to be the
result of religious intolerance. He Himself

warned that His kingdom would not be
established to bring peace to the existing
world, but that He would create a new one,
with all His faithful. Even close to His death,
Christ rejected violence and physical confrontation – “If My kingdom were of this
world, My servants would fight, so that I
should not be delivered to the Jews” (John
18:36) – because His kingdom would be
established on the basis of the liberty to accept His love, and not in the imposition of it.
But Jesus promises, in fact, freedom to
those who follow Him. His words, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be
free indeed” (John 8:36) touch the heart
of the gospel’s message: the deliverance of
the human being from the enslaving power
of sin and his will to, in conscience, choose
between God’s government and His opponent’s rule. And this freedom of choice is a
gift of God to every human being.
Thus, in parallel with the invincible fortress which is our conscience, it is crucial to
promote and uphold the individual, universal and inalienable values of Religious Liberty, that everyone may find his fulfillment
as a human person. Religious Liberty is,
thus, a true gift from God, offered to every
human being, be it those who accept Him
and look for Him, or those who reject Him
and ignore Him.
Religious Liberty A Christian Perspective

Liberty 2015.indd 67

67

17/06/2015 12:46:44

The most assertive words of Jesus
on freedom are well known: “And you
shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:32). This freedom
proclaimed by Jesus has multiple dimensions: from the sinful nature, from the
power of evil, from the condemnation of
the law, from the inevitability of death,
from the eternal separation from God.
From all these realities Jesus can and wants
to deliver the human being. But, usually, we
say that He is speaking of the liberation of
each sinner from the yoke of sin, through His
sacrifice. As sin has its origin in God’s opponent, it is implicit that Jesus is promising, to
everyone who knows Him, freedom from the
power of the devil. This power, unlike God’s
love, wants to subdue the will, and enforce
obedience and adoration on human beings:
in other words, it is an enslaving power. So, it
is opposed to Religious Liberty.
Therefore, the defense and promotion
of the principle of Religious Liberty are
a fight against evil, as it is against the
nature and motivations of evil to allow
human beings to have the possibility of
choosing by themselves the foundations
and practices of their spiritual life.
It is the privilege of Christians to understand that it is in Jesus Christ – Who restores in
the human being the capacity of, in conscience
and freedom, choosing between Good and evil
– that Liberty and Truth meet together.
And it is in the moments when God’s
banner is uplifted that His presence is mostly felt among those who love Him. It is when
the magnitude of the events or of the task
before us is most impressive that Jesus Himself comes to help those who follow Him.
Mary Magdalene and John felt the protection and the words of courage of Jesus
Himself, on different occasions, but having
much in common (John 20 and Revelation
1): Mary, frightened because she didn’t find
the body of Jesus in the tomb; John, exiled
in the island of Patmos, receiving astonishing visions. Both hear a voice behind
them. Both, as they turn around, see Jesus
Himself, Who brought them the assurance
and security of His presence. To both of
them, Jesus entrusts a mission: to Mary, to

announce His resurrection to the disciples;
to John, to write to the churches about what
he had seen.
In the same way, nowadays, the children of God are placed before scenarios
and events, waited for, but, nevertheless,
surprising. And the same Jesus promises
them the assurance of His presence. But
He also calls urgently to the accomplishment
of the mission – the testimony of His sacrifice
and the announcement of His second coming..
Referring to the role of the Church in
the defense and promotion of Religious
Liberty, Ellen White says: “The responsibility for this great gift rests with those
whom God has blessed with a knowledge
of His word” (Acts of the Apostles, 69).
As we accept and face the challenges
of this mission, may we have the assurance
of hearing a voice and of feeling the presence of Jesus, guiding and protecting His
followers.

António Rodrigues, President of the
Portuguese Union of Seventh-day Adventists. He has been working as a pastor
for the past 26 years, having graduated
from the Faculty of Theology in Collonges, France. Most recently he has been
leading groups in social framework at
the international level. He is currently
completing his Masters of Science in
Administration (MSA), from Andrews
University, USA.
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Jesús Calvo Manso

BEING AWARE OF OUR TIME
WE MUST ALL EMBRACE GOD’S MERCY.
IT IS THE ONLY WAY OUT. IT IS DIVINE MERCY
THAT GRANTS US FORGIVENESS FOR OUR SINS
AND THE POWER TO GET UP AND PRESS FORWARD.
Only to the extent that we learn to depend on God will we be strong and will we
be able to remain on our feet as we wait. Those who reject God and depend on
their own abilities will succumb to temptation and will remain in the desert.

W

ithout a doubt, one of the concerns of the church today is what
will happen tomorrow. The way we look at
the future is usually informed by how we
look at the present and the past. If we see
them in a negative light, they will certainly
produce a negative vision of the future. On
the other hand, if we see them in a positive
light, we will have a confident outlook for
the future with the ensuing peace and serenity.
We are all familiar with the hymn entitled “O the way is long and weary”. We
can identify with this hymn because of its
lyrics, “O the way is long and weary, and our
bleeding feet are sore.” This hymn testifies
of the yearning of a people that wander
through this world and, above all, wait for
their Master. How much longer until all of
this is over? That is the question we all ask
ourselves.
Today we find ourselves “waiting”.
Waiting is never easy. However, according
to Scripture, waiting is part of our journey
as a people. The parable of the ten virgins
testifies to this. Waiting for a short period
of time is easy; what is difficult is having to

wait without knowing when that waiting
will come to an end. That is why it is important to ponder on what to expect as we wait
so that we can avoid unpleasant surprises.

THE SETTING
I would like to draw your attention to
this quotation from the Spirit of Prophecy:
“The history of the wilderness life of Israel
was chronicled for the benefit of the Israel
of God to the close of time.” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 293 in Spanish edition). This is
quite an enlightening quote. It seems history repeats itself, so God chose that wilderness experience to provide an example
for those of us who live in the end of time.
What happened to Israel? Israel’s history is
long and rich, so it will be a good idea to focus on what concerns us directly. I think the
relevant question to ask is which moment
of Israel’s history is significant to us today?
When we go to the book of Numbers, we
find the people of Israel at the foot of Mt. Sinai. Little more than a year has passed since
they left Egypt. God is about to prepare his
people for entry into Canaan. This preparation will develop in four stages:
Being Aware of Our Time
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1) organization, 2) journey towards Canaan,
3) arrival at Canaan, 4) return to the desert.

OUR TIME
Now, let us move on to what is of interest to us. Which of the aforementioned
stages corresponds to our time and is applicable to our reality? In my opinion, it is the
last one, that is, when Israel must return to
the desert. The reason for such a return was
quite clear: the people were unprepared
to enter the Promised Land. What were
they missing? One thing only: FAITH. This
reminds us that, without faith, it is impossible to fulfill God’s plans. If we consider
the Spirit of Prophecy, it seems this is what
happened to our church. We went back to
the desert.
Having identified the corresponding
stage, the next thing we need to ask is what
happened in the desert? Remember, what
happened then and it is likely to happen
again now. First, let us consider the following: 1) what happened in the desert will
astonish any reader, 2) a superficial analysis will impede our understanding of such
a behavior, 3) doubts will be resolved when
one appreciates that behind it all, Satan is
constantly working to twist God’s plans.
Let us now move on to consider what really
happened.
A. THE DESERT
When we read the book of Numbers,
we are enthralled by the never-ending action and the vast amount of experiences
explained therein. It was certainly not a
boring period but quite the opposite. We
find many things we should consider: trials the people of Israel must face, distrust
of and criticism against leaders, hostility
towards the priesthood, deaths that were
disconcerting for the people, experienced
and judicious people who twisted God’s
plans, mixed marriages, a misunderstanding of the meaning of true worship… As
you can see, they experienced practically
everything.
Now, do you find any correspondence
with what occurs nowadays? It is interesting to see how the pattern repeats itself.

This makes the times we are living in difficult and convulsive, where doubt and inquiries are on the rise everywhere. However, let us not remain there. We should move
on to the most important part: why does
this happen?

B. WHY
If we analyze our time, we will understand that the root of our problem is the
same one as for Israel: our focus is lacking.
This produces in us a distorted vision of
what is going on, and this in turn leads us
to make the wrong decisions. Let us analyze
this very briefly.
The trials. What is a trial? It is a difficult
situation that tries to show us two realities. The first one shows us our condition
of need, and the second one compels us to
turn to God and trust that He will provide.
When we do not face a trial properly, where
does it lead us? It leads us to doubt God,
and this gives way to complaints and
criticism, venom that destroys us from
within.
Distrust of and criticism against
leaders. Nowadays, we may be surprised
by the people’s distrust of and criticism
against Moses, but that is how things went.
The sad reality is that leaders through all
ages arouse suspicion and doubt and this
in turn fosters criticism. Think about Jesus. How much doubt and criticism were
aroused in his own home! Only trust can
eliminate this. Trust is not always easy to
attain, but it is absolutely necessary. Without trust, everything tends to be misinterpreted. That is what happened in heaven,
in Eden, in the desert, with Jesus, and in
our time.
Hostility towards the priesthood. We
find something odd here. We are not talking
about priests who were faulty in their work.
Instead, we discover people who were envious of their position and who wanted to
be a part of the priesthood in spite of God’s
clear instructions regarding who could
be a priest. How come this was put into
question? Without a doubt, because people
lost sight of the fact that it was God who
assigned this duty. They focused solely on
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qualifications and ended up thinking erroneously.
Deaths that were disconcerting for
the people. We have to make a difference
here with death as a result of sin, which
arose in Eden, and the deaths that were
the consequence of grave sins committed
at the time. For instance, think about the
time when the earth opened and entire
families were swallowed up along with
their belongings. From the outside, we have
a clear view of what happened, and we
understand that it was the result of their
rebelling against God. However, the people
interpreted this in a different way. This is
worthy of being taken into consideration.
Experienced and judicious people
who twisted God’s plans. This undoubtedly gave way to a very complicated situation. 250 princes of Israel rising against
the leaders (Moses and Aaron) sounded
like a reasonable questioning to the people.
How difficult for the people to see the true
reality!
Mixed marriages. Why did Israelites
start marrying Canaanite women? I would
love to hear the answer directly from those
who made this choice. Perhaps the reason
had to do with them being more beautiful?
More intelligent? More sensual? In any
case, they forgot the significant role spouses have in raising and educating children
as well as the importance of making a good
choice in order to withstand temptation.
Misunderstanding the meaning of
true worship. It is not easy to abandon
your beliefs. Yet how did this happen in
a people as firm in their beliefs as Israel?
Scripture tells us that the Canaanite women they took as wives made them turn their
hearts to the worship of Baal.
CONCLUSION
When confronted with all this, all that
is left for us to do is to reflect upon it. We
are no stronger than those Israelites, so
what can we do? If we depend on our own
resources, we are lost. We are as weak as
those men were in the desert. I believe that
the solution that God provided for Israel is
the same one we need today. In the book

of Deuteronomy 30: 1-3, we read, “Now it
shall come to pass, when... you return to the
Lord your God and obey His voice, according to all that I command you today… with
all your heart and with all your soul, that
the Lord your God will… have compassion
on you, and gather you again from all the
nations where the Lord your God has scattered you.” (NKJV)
We must all embrace God’s mercy. It
is the only way out. It is divine mercy that
grants us forgiveness for our sins and power to get up and continue forward.
What I gather from all this experience is
that we find our strength not within us, but
in God. Only to the extent that we learn to
depend on Him will we be strong and will
we be able to remain on our feet as we wait.
Those who reject God and depend on their
own abilities will succumb to temptation
and will remain in the desert.
May God help us to be faithful throughout this difficult time of waiting. We need to
remain steadfast in the face of the enemy’s
suggestions. Moreover, we need to join the
World Church’s plans towards revival and
reformation so that they are truly a reality
in each of our lives. May God bless us all so
that we can enter the heavenly Canaan by
his grace.

Jesús Calvo Manso, President of
the Union of Churches from Spain
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David Jennah

SEEING THROUGH JESUS*
THE BLIND MAN WAS ABLE TO RECOVER FULL
VISION THROUGH THE HOLES OF JESUS' PIERCED HANDS.

I

n 1992, while at Moscow University as
an exchange student, I was privileged to
meet a young, blind man named Sergei, who
had just been baptized. Before his conversion, he was asking for alms in the subway.
One day Adventist youngsters came to him
and introduced Christ to him. After much
hesitation, he accepted Jesus and became
one of his disciples. He went back to the
subway, but now to proclaim that he had
met Christ in his life. When God enters a
person’s heart, there takes place a radical
change, a real metamorphosis.
I am fascinated by this two-phased story
of healing, unique in the Gospels.
A blind man is brought to Jesus and they
begged Him to heal him. Nothing is said
*Mark 8.22-25

about the identity of this blind person, nor
about those who led him to Christ. There
is a passiveness in the story at the beginning, and suddenly it begins to accelerate
when Jesus takes his hand. It is the word
«Epilabomenos» which can also be translated as «grabbing», «seizing with zeal,»
which denotes a strong determination from
Christ. Taking someone by the hand means
creating a contact, to communicate, to get
connected to. Christ does not break into
people’s lives. He begins with the non-verbal communication so important in getting
acquainted with others. Jesus stretches His
hand, weaves a relationship. He opens Himself inwardly for him because he is living
in a closed world. Those seeking spiritual
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guidance often lack relationships, including
the relationship with themselves.
Without contact, healing becomes impossible; and as long as the subject doesn’t
get within a relational approach, support is
in vain.
Touching the hand of this blind man,
Jesus breaks the wall the man has built
around himself. The Lord is not afraid of
physical contact; in doing so he shows
His exceptional attention. Christ is deeply
grounded in His inner self as well as in His
connection with the Father. This is what
allows Him to open up to others emotionally. He is not afraid of being overwhelmed by
the chaotic feelings of the blind.
There is in the palm of our hands sensors that emit beneficial messages. Taking
the blind man by the hand, He breathes in
Him a new energy, and sets His steps within the man’s. So broad is the dimension of
such an attitude.
The size of the walk is vast. Denis
Vasse recalls how «the fantasy of the child
learning to walk comes back in people’s
imagination. To walk as well as to speak,
man must cross over a threshold and this is
possible only after a call which is a promise
of an encounter.»1 Walking is both a letting
go and a ‘positive orientation towards the
future.»2
To accompany is not to walk before or
ahead. It’s walking according to the rhythm
of the person, welcoming him where he is,
helping him to have a sense of responsibility and giving sense to his approach.
He led him outside the village. Thus,
there are places that are unhealthy for the
individual, places to avoid, toxic situations
that impair human dignity, that cause heads
to hang in shame.
He put saliva on his eyes, touched him.
«Do you see anything?» The verb «to see»
comes back as a crescendo between verses
23 and 25. It is used five times. From simple
«Blepo» (to see with one’s eyes) we move to
«Aneblepo» (eyes looking up) to end with
«diablepo» (to look through). This is the
first two-phased miracle found in the gospel. Did the blind man need those steps to
understand and integrate the healing mi-

racle? Did his steadfastly closed eyes need
a slower openness to have a clear vision of
the human soul?
After all, this miracle was a parable in
action for the disciples who had difficulties
to clearly understand Christ identity. In
order to develop and progress on the path
of faith, each individual must go through a
series of steps, discovering phases of resistance and openings.
He saw, but men were like trees...
For the second time, Jesus touched his
eyes. Indeed, the “touch” is very present in
this pericope. Christ is a person of physical
contact, of relationships, Somebody close.
Here we see the 'Blepo' moving towards
'Anablepo' to end with 'diablepo'. This last
verb suggests that this man has been able
to recover his full vision through the holes
of Jesus' pierced hands. Some have detected
a foreshadowing of the cross that opens a
multitude of possibilities.
1
2

Denis Vasse, op. cit. p 14
Jacques Lecomte p 52, from Colette Portelance’s work

David Jennah, President of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Switzerland. He is a married father with two children. He studied
Theology and Social Politics.
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Pedro Torres

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
AND THE PAROUSIA
TRENDS AND ATTITUDES VS. LOOKING FORWARD
TO THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS
Since we have been called to preach and not to convert the entire world, we
need to learn where to stop when sharing the Gospel with others, letting the
Holy Spirit to continue this task where no human being may ever have access.
The blessed hope
All religions look forward to religare
(re-attaching or re-uniting) the human
being with the utmost force or the highest
intelligence mostly called God in different
languages, to save the gap between us and
the higher dimension of existence1. All
kind of believers put their trust in a future
event, whether it is the nirvana or the unity
with the Cosmos, or in the Christian case,
the second coming of Jesus Christ2. This
demonstrates the historical human need of
transcending the present reality towards
a higher level of existence3, demonstrating
universal sense in the collective conscience
of civilizations of a lost paradise4.
This collective sense of divine transcendence5 leads toward the constant sense of the
human need of godly immanence6. In many
civilizations the human being has sought
impatiently for divine signs of hope yielding
to many different expressions of customized
worship7 and, incidentally, intolerance as
well. Through Christ, humanity has found
the genuine, most loving and peaceful manifestation of God, satisfying the human need
of transcendence in the midst of a despaired
existence8 and the promise of an end to all
suffering and unanswered trascendental
questions9. The pattern is quite similar among

many religions, good, evil, and an end for the
controversy. The difference is based in how
to reach that ending point and the God who
taught and still teaches us the path to follow.

Preaching the gospel
Since Christians have and await the
blessed hope of the second coming of
Jesus10, and since Christianity has been
commissioned to spread all over the
world this message full of hope11, it
becomes a duty, a privilege and a need
which often clashes with others’ convictions12. Nevertheless the conviction is so
strong13 that a Christian may risk his/her
life to reach out for sharing this expectancy
of eternal bounty14. Is the clashing or conflict because of proselytism15 something to
be sought since it was predicted? Is it avoidable? Since we are heading to the conciliation of nature on this planet towards the
calm and equilibrium, should it go unavoidably through a rough way in all cases? According to John Witte Jr.16 in the New World
Order where we are immersed, it seems
impossible to avoid it due to the slight line
drawn by the laws protecting Religious
Freedom and, at the same time, implementing a self-restraint context for transmitting
to others one’s own religious experience.
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“Blessed are you when people persecute you”
We have been told in the Bible that this
would happen: “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because of me”17.
The key word here is “falsely”. How far do
we have to go in order to fulfill the duty of
preaching the Gospel? Doubtlessly there’s
no limit from the perspective of personal
costs18, but we must consider the other’s
freedom. But since we could be ready to
sacrifice our own life, does this authorize us
to do anything at any price besides the personal costs? How about everyone else’s free
will? The key word here is respect. We need
to differentiate between the right to Religious Freedom, including freedom of speech,
and the personal and inalienable freedom of
choice. None in the New Testament forced
someone else to accept Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior, nor did Jesus himself intend to do
so, but instead of that, a bold testimony was
delivered when opportunity was given. Trespassing over that line, forcing others by any
means to accept our own truth will always
give a reason to those who could accuse us of
intolerance, therefore not setting the scenario depicted in the blessing mentioned above,
but the opposite one. If Jesus said “falsely” it
is because it may be truly as well by wrongdoing while obeying His commission.

Rights, protection and defense
Jesus respected, respects and will
respect everyone’s choice and decision19.
This sets our model in fulfilling the commission given and entrusted to us. Jesus avoided as much confrontation as possible20.
Further more, He promoted active conciliation21, and passive vindictive resistance22,
and by this, claiming, He never taught to
avoid telling the truth, but in the right context and with the right words yielding the
listener to take his/her own conclusions23.
The Lord’s example sets forth the model to
follow by His disciples of all times24, specially as we approach the parousia.
Tension between right and duty
There is a constant tension between
the right and the duty of preaching, especially as we approach the last scenes of
this world’s history where many lobbies

are coming forth aggressively to stop
certain discourses understood as attacks
towards some social and minority collectives. Let’s say and recognize that religious
intolerance towards what it is considered
“sin” or misbehavior according to the core of
each one’s beliefs has provoked the increase
of these lobbies and debates, even clashes
afterwards, provoking the weakening of religious freedom in some instances25.
Tolerance doesn’t imply acceptance, but
yielding the judgment to the highest, wisest
and most responsible Judge26. Recognizing
our failure in this area doesn’t mean giving
up in a necessary part of the preaching of the
Gospel, but to afford all aspects of the message with the same care, balance and love
that Jesus showed and still shows towards
humanity, giving second opportunities, telling what’s wrong, not condemning and placing the judgment after the very last breath
exhausting all given opportunities of the
individual. Only then will the final decision
be taken by Someone superior to all of us27.
It is a paradox to fight for our own
religious tolerance, rights and freedom,
and at the same time become an intolerant collective against anything that does
not match the values in the core of our
own beliefs28. We have the duty of preaching the Gospel, and the duty as well of
respecting others’ decisions. This is the
practical way of applying the golden rule in
modern times: “Do for others what you want
them to do for you. This is the teaching of the
laws of Moses in a nutshell”29.
Submitting yourselves
We deduce from this thought what the
Apostle Paul said: “Let everyone be subject
to the governing authorities, for there is
no authority except that which God has
established”30. The apostle Peter repeats
the same idea: “Submit yourselves for the
Lord’s sake to every human authority”31,
but in the framework set years before by
himself and the other apostles: “We must
obey God rather than human beings!”32 The
key point here is to recognize if with our
obedience we are honoring God, doing the
right things for His sake.
As we step towards the second coming of
Jesus, and recognizing that the one and only
Religious Liberty and the Parousia
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condition for its fulfillment is the preaching
of the Gospel to the entire world33, shall we
take risks to cope with the task?

Civil disobedience?
Clearly we have seen that God is
calling His people to honor Him by
obeying the authorities, but with one
exception, when human laws contradict
divine laws. Since we have been called
to preach and not to convert the entire
world34, we need to learn where to stop
when sharing the Gospel with others,
letting the Holy Spirit continue this task
reaching where no human being may
ever have access35. Only by doing so will
the text of Matthew 5:11 be fulfilled by
those who will precede the parousia, otherwise, we will only suffer the consequences
of an inappropriate understanding of how
to give a very sensitive message, anticipating unnecessary persecution.
Times will come when the development of laws and the pressure of different lobbies will confine the freedom of
speech, even when it is properly done.
That is and will be the moment of preaching
not by speech, but being a living example
to others36 and only answering to those
who ask for a reason. A similar situation
is occurring now in some countries where
becoming a Christian is punished with the
death penalty for both the giver and the
receiver of the message.
Persecution in Revelation
In many texts in the book of Revelation
persecution is mentioned. How will this
happen in the current context of democratic
countries caring for Human Rights? Finding
out is not the task right now, but seeking
how to reach that moment with exemplary
behavior while doing one’s entrusted duty.
As long as there is freedom of religion, of
conscience and of speech, we need to take
the opportunity for learning and refining
methods, applying Jesus’ model. Nevertheless, according to the Revelation given, this
will happen anyway.
I personally believe that the Freedom of
Religion will be slowly but boldly shaped
for the sake of the common good. It is very
difficult to rule over billions of people and

to assist them in every particular need, at
least from the human perspective, and at
the same time, avoid disagreements and
ideological clashes.

Current trends in rights and freedoms
It is becoming more and more difficult
to draw a line between freedom of religion,
including freedom of speech and expression, and what is called the use of religion to
discriminate37. This topic is creating much
debate on how to legislate practical issues
of religious experience in order to grant the
liberty and rights of other groups. Note that
freedom of conscience here is not under
discussion, but rather how to live personal
faith without affecting others in the pursuit
of the common good. This limits part of the
religious life itself, such as sharing particular truths with the intention of benefiting
others. As long as legislation steps into regulations affecting how to live this vital part
of the religious experience regarding communicating the Gospel, it does so against
one’s convictions, opening the door for
future religious laws in broader issues.
This present scenario and trends are
what will lead to a future legal situation or
context depicted in some eschatological
theologies, including the Seventh-day Adventist Church one regarding Sunday laws.
Thus, understanding its inevitability from a
theological and prophetic perspective right
before the second coming of Jesus, it becomes vital to understand how to correctly
fulfill our duty of sharing the Gospel, yet
not abusing our present (but not complete)
freedom of religion in most countries, neither slitting apart portions of very specific
messages such as, for instance, Revelation
chapters 13 and 14.
Whenever there is opportunity to be
heard with interest, anyone should and
must share, but as long as there is no will
for hearing, none should impose upon anyone else the need to listen unwillingly to
a message. If God respects the human freedom to accept Him and His salvation at any
time, we cannot do better than Him as the
parousia approaches. “Whoever has ears,
let them hear”38.
1
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Antonio López Postigo

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
AND CONSCIENCE:
A CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
THE REAL FREEDOM OF RELIGION IS ONE THAT
MAKES MAN A WITNESS TO OTHERS OF GOD;
IT IS THE RELATIONAL CONTEXT THAT SHOWS GOD
WITHOUT WITHOUT DISTORTING HIM.

T

his article is a theological reflection
on religious freedom and conscience
as an inseparable whole. Religious freedom
includes the freedom of conscience in ontological dependence. The political treatment
of religious freedom is necessary as a recognition but not as a concession. The political and the religious should always remain separate and radical for this is the
basis of the separation of Church/State.
Far from leading us on paths of political
opposition, Christianity can only offer help,
support and respect to the public authorities without losing its critical perspective on
the exertion of power.

Introduction
Freedom is the field that corresponds
in coherence with the inmost being of
man as the image of God. Thus, religious
freedom is the context that allows the
realization of the external principles
accepted personally, successful or not,
that are part of the human expression
compared to “the transcendent”. There
are a few revelations of the French theologian Jacques Ellul that can help us.
…la difficulté tient justement en ce
qu’il est impossible de dire : « Certes, notre
pratique est mauvaise, mais voyez donc la

beauté, la pureté, la vérité de la Révélation. »
Nous avons insisté sur l’unité des deux. Il
faut absolument le bien comprendre. Il n’y
a pas de Révélation connaissable hors de la
vie et du témoignage de ceux que la portent.
C’est la vie des chrétiens qui atteste de qui est
Dieu, et quel est le sens de cette révélation.
« Voyez comme ils s’aiment », et c’est à partir
de là que commence l’approche du Révélé1.
Freedom is the practical aspect of Revelation, because without it there is no true
religion. True religion is practiced, as James
1:27 says:
Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world. (KJV)
Understood in this way free religion, that
is true religion, which is not to be confused
with an ideology, is performed in the presence
of the Father and of the man who enters in
the presence of his Lord in front of other men,
orphans and widows. That would be a presence shared in the divine grace which will be
in the context of freedom and expression of
the law of Christ. We can add to this idea that
Paul affirmed in Galatians 5:13-14
For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the
flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the
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law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. (KJV)
When we talk about religious freedom
we talk of freedom for religion and not so
much a freedom of religion, because in
some moments we can be radically critical of religion in its practical dimension
among Christians, i.e. at a denominational level, but we should be less critical of
other religions because even though we
think that other religions are not themselves ways for the salvation of man, we
know that all men are affected by the
sacrifice of Christ, because salvation is in
Jesus as a universal vocation.
Freedom of religion and conscience
Understood in its more sociological
sense, we cannot separate religious freedom and conscience, because this one is
referring to what is moral and provides
us with a compass to separate between
good and evil. We must admit that freedom
of conscience does not belong exclusively
to Christianity itself. Religious freedom is
always coupled with the conscience, yet
does not always refer to the religious.
In the latter case we could admit an interference of the human will that replaces
that of God. Moreover we can say that the
morality that comes from exclusively social
and formal criteria is not compatible with
freedom in itself because any rule issued
by men, the regulations and the realization
of the customs and mores as purely human
artifice, has nothing to do with religious
freedom but in many cases will be to the
degradation of this one2.
Morality separated from Christian
principles is based on the single human
conscience, such as pure social and cultural
convention: to abandon the path proposed
by Christ in order to take your own path, will
involve, in any case, the worst of all the illusions (as fantasies) of man. Such morality, in
both cases, does not allow a man to pop out
of himself and, the freedom emanating from
the biblical principles are incompatible, as
we can see in the following quote:
“In spite of Kant it contradicts freedom
because, no matter what its basics, intention or structure may be, it is always related

to what has been gained. It consistently
rests on a natural attribute, a scientific
affirmation, or a collection of judgments
“a priori”. It is incompatible with novelty,
freshness, or invention. It is never more
than a mechanism of application, a principle, an imperative, a system of values. It
is never discovered. There is nothing new,
spontaneous or vital about it, in spite of
Bergson. It is prior to our existence, in spite
of Sartre and S. de Beauvoir. It is a given
factor that cannot be challenged, since even
if we contest it we are still determined by it.
All morality, Christian or not, is destructive
of freedom.”3.
Freedom of conscience from a Christian point of view and religious freedom
are legitimately the same thing, merged
together and are indistinguishable; this
is freedom for the faith. This affirmation
already puts us in a very particular field with
the Christians against the State since many
times the state expects a response from the
“secular” Christian: one is expected to be
able to distinguish between his Christianity
and his status as a citizen. In some cases, in
which both freedoms conflict, the Christian
sees in this a perversion of freedom. This
dichotomy would be tantamount to destroying freedom in the individual if we consider
him first a creature of God and thereafter as
a citizen. The philosophical assumptions are
not going to help us because the Christian
conscience is only referring to God, but not
just any god, the God of Revelation.
Only in true religion is true freedom
received and this has nothing to do with
opening ourselves up internally, but with
the expression of a selfless service towards
an/the other; it is not an exercise of self-reflection but an exercise in projection.
On the other hand, it would not be legitimate to think that we cannot ignore
the socially accepted standards, because if
we see that like the expression of thought
or arbitrary morality concerning certain
dominant social groups, with what we
face of Marx’s thought and the Theology
of Liberation. Freedom would be a lie and
a pretext that originates in the passions
of the flesh. In addition it would be a true
change, since the imposition of the criterion
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of one is similar to the imposition of the
approach of another. At the level of freedom
of conscience or of the religion, any criterion that does not proceed from God through
Revelation deforms the free exercise of the
freedom and the result will always be the
same: death. This idea is broached by Paul
in Galatians 5:18-20 when he said:
But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies…(KJV)
If we look at history we can see that
human progress is an illusion of the technique and an evolutionary image that does
not correspond with the Truth. Men and
women of all ages have initiated reforms
of all kinds, but today we are not better
than 5000 years ago, since our changes
have been driven by ourselves and are an
expression of our own means without the
intervention of God. This does not mean
that God does not direct the general lines
of history, but that God is not the driving
principle of the historical evolution of man,
who may act against the divine will. There
is no freedom without the real action of the
Holy Spirit in the cognitive functions and
pressures that occur in man. This reasoning
we understand in 2 Corinthians 3:17
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (KJV)
This reflection can be well founded and
in addition very well exposed in the contrast that Paul himself expressed in the continuity of the discourse quoted in Galatians
5:22-25:
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law. And they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit. (KJV)
This line of reasoning does not distinguish
between the Christian life and other actions.
When we are guided by the Spirit, there are
some visible and verifiable results. When we
are not guided by the Spirit, by very good and
human intention, perhaps too human, then
we find our objectives and the disaster will

be imminent. There is no real change without
the action of the Spirit and without complete
dependence on God without “crucifying the
flesh”. We are now “forced” because of our
freedom to walk in the Spirit, and this consistency is religious freedom, or as we say from
now on for the religion.

Freedom for religion and the free
exercise of consciousness in Christianity
What are the areas of intervention of the
State, insofar as it is the same state that regulates the greater part of human relations
that set Christians apart? The deadline
is in the conscience, and this, as we have
stated in the previous paragraph, is subject,
or must be subject, not necessarily to the
Spirit, but as an ontological assumption. We
should not mix what is of God Himself with
what is proper for men. There are two texts
that illustrate perfectly what we could give
in response; they can be found in Mt 22:2021 and in Acts 5.29 respectively:
And he saith unto them, whose is this image
and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he unto them, render therefore
unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and
unto God the things that are God’s. (KJV)
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, we ought to obey God rather than men. (KJV)
Obedience is non-negotiable, but obedience to who or what? For Christians there
aren’t two different areas, the religious and
the secular, but there is only one: the Revelation. Then how do we read Romans 13:1-7?
Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall
receive to themselves damnation. For rulers
are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do
that which is good, and thou shalt have praise
of the same: For he is the minister of God to
thee for good. But if thou do that which is
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only
for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For
for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are
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God’s ministers, attending continually upon
this very thing. Render therefore to all their
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom
to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour
to whom honour. (KJV)
And also the text of 1 Peter 2:15-17:
For so is the will of God, that with well
doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men: As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. (KJV)
The State itself as a power is not Christian. It is not subject to the law of Christ.
This obedience of which Paul speaks should
be viewed not as submission to the power
of the State which says that obedience has
nothing to do with the worldly powers but
as an expression of faith that confesses that
Jesus Christ is Lord. He would impels us, as
a teacher, on the way of relating to the State
and in a relationship of loyalty determined
and limited by the love of God, while his
Kingdom comes. Well, unconditional obedience to God implores us to relate with the
maximum respect to Christians, even with
the power of the state, taking into account
that the power of the state, for the Christian, is less than the power of God in Christ.

Conclusion
A free man is a free man and cannot be
otherwise. This is not a theoretical framework of beliefs that you can think more
or less of but a very real experience of the
relationship with the transcendent through
revelation. The real freedom of religion is
one that makes the man a witness of God
for others; it is the relational context that
shows God without distorting Him. We
must not confuse morality, as a philosophical
concept, with religion or even integrate it, as
a spiritual way of life. Nor can we separate,
in most areas, the freedom of conscience and
religion because they are merged.
Freedom of conscience and religious
freedom, as a whole, is especially for the
faith, a faith that is flooded by everything,
where it leaves no room for alternatives.
Despite this, there is no excuse for social
disobedience in the Christian practice because any criterion that is not from God
through revelation is not of our conscience.

Any progress becomes a mirage if it doesn’t
come from the actions of the Spirit.
The Christian conscience is due to the
religious paradigm. It is not possible for the
political sphere to concede the freedom of
conscience and religion because it does not
belong to that area. This does not mean they
are mutually exclusive, but that the union
does not exist. Nor does it mean that the power of the State is negligible but it produces in
the Christian a greater respect, without ceasing to be critical with the exercise of power.
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Laurence Nagy

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY:
A TOOL IN OUR
CREATOR’S HAND
TO FINISH THE WORK
LIVING OUR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY VALUES
BECOMES THE VERY MEANS THAT WILL EMANCIPATE US
FROM THE FUTURE, WHATEVER IT MAY BE.
All the experiences we go through on a daily basis, no matter how small the experience, will be for us a source of strength and confidence for the future, giving us the
assurance that our Lord will not let us down for the big challenges ahead.
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W

hen we think about History and
we realize how often Religious
liberty was the motive or the cause – depending upon which perspective we have –
of events that ended in tragedy, it is obvious
that our first reaction is to avoid the subject
of “religion”.
However, as life goes on, daily experiences show us that there is another way
of understanding religious liberty: seeing
things not in terms of “defensiveness” but
“offensiveness” in God’s hands, not only
for those around us but also for ourselves.
God wants us to learn “religious liberty”,
because it is a vital lesson we have to assimilate. He told us: “You shall be free indeed…”
(John 8.36).

1) A religious liberty to be lived
instead of focusing on the frightening
consequences. Religious liberty's fruit:
we talk differently, we behave differently,
we think differently and it shows.
Even if at first sight we don’t realize it as
such, nevertheless the impact is tremendous.
This is what our Creator is looking for: people willing to put up with even tricky situations in their lives allowing Him to voluntarily make the difference so that He can draw
the attention of others upon those believing
in Him or intervene in favor of His people. In
this regard, verse 4 of the book of Judges 14
is quite relevant: “…The Lord was “seeking
an occasion” to move against the Philistines.”
It also reminds me of a passage from E. G.
White in the Great Controversy:
“Had we foreseen the consequences of
our words, we would have held our peace.
They are hedged in with difficulties. Satan
assails them with fierce temptations. The
work which they have undertaken seems far
beyond their ability to accomplish. They are
threatened with destruction. The enthusiasm which animated them is gone; yet they
cannot turn back. Then, feeling their utter
helplessness, they flee to the Mighty One for
strength. They remember that the words
which they have spoken were not theirs,
but His who bade them give the warning;
God put the truth into their hearts, and they
could not forbear to proclaim it.”

a. An open way to reach out to others
A few lessons learnt through my daily life:
Religious liberty is:

- Often synonymous with finding ourselves in inextricable situations. For example
when I found myself out ‘on the street’ with
no answer to my prayer to find an apartment; all the doors were shut - there was
no solution except to stay at my mother-inlaw’s place. “Never again Lord” I said after
being led to this tight corner. I felt like the
sky had fallen on me. She was harsh during
the day but surprisingly willing to listen to
my testimony each night for months. Unbelievable…! After 9 months, this 80 year old
relative was baptized: not because I was an
experienced spiritual person nor a perfectly
qualified one rich in deeds (I had just been
baptized), but because God knew He could
reach out to her heart through this challenging moment without delay and that
I could trust Him enough to go through
with it.

- Mingling with others and taking a stand
for religious values: Because they kept the
Sabbath since their childhood my two little
ones were regularly required to refrain
from certain activities on Saturdays. –
It was never easy for them nor is it easy for
each one of us to face such hard situations
- I recall this experience: having refused to
participate in sporting activities on Saturdays, my children were put to test by their
coaches. They wanted to know how those
“Sabbath keepers” would stand the trial.
So they organized a Sunday basket-ball
contest. They separated my children from
the group. The test consisted of many difficult exercises with the ball, in a row – for
the experts: dunking, swish shots at 3 or 6
meters and so on - Time was being recorded to the nearest 1/100th of a second. My
daughter started first and her brother followed; then the best player from the young
club. Guess what: the two of them overcame
the best player and what is more: both of
them achieved the highest score to within
the same second! This looked “impossible”.
I couldn’t believe my eyes, nor could the
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coaches. Clear disappointment was seen on
their faces. God Himself impressed His testimony upon their mind and gave victory to
those who had faith in Him.

- Waiting on God’s solution to open doors
when hatred arises allowing His chosen
ones to move forward: For 10 years, Sabbath problems went on and on each school
year. Obstacles are also a powerful means
of reaching higher ground with our God.
So every 1 or 2 years we had to flee to another city because of persecution. However,
each time my daughter had to change music
schools for example, she was accepted in an
upper level class, thus completing 2 years
even sometimes a 3-year course within 1
year. God always opened doors when persecution took place. People were astounded
to see how things were moving so well
with this Christian believing family. It was
indeed dangerous sometimes, our religious
liberty was threatened– but the testimony
was powerful. Many have been brought to
rethink over the way those children have
stood firm in face of mockery, misunderstanding and persecution.

- The painful reality of possible separation: accepting that members of the family,
those we love, are not willing to follow the
same way, experiencing heart-breaking
situations but in our heart we believe… no
matter what. Hoping in hopeless situations,
still loving even though everything seems
lost and continuing to pray for the salvation
of those standing as “enemies”. What a trial!!!
b. Religious liberty: my personal test –
God’s way to prepare each individual for
heaven
A stand for religious liberty has always
been a stressful feeling: it is as if one is
thrown into the Lion’s den. We also realize
that we have not the right to be less than
“perfect” in our sphere if we dare to be different because of religious liberty: society
doesn’t allow us to disturb its organization.
But fighting for religious liberty is considered as a privilege, an exceptional exemption
in this world, conveying great lessons of
humility. Standing for religious liberty helps

us to clearly understand why the Lord insists
on each single detail of our personality. He
does not want us to be a hindrance to His
plans because of any defect of our character.
Religious liberty defenders are “Those
who keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus”: We need this perseverance as sometimes experiences last several
months or years and seem to be above our
own strength. Keeping the commandments
matches with the faith of Jesus. Sometimes,
trials are so hard, but the Lord keeps giving us hope even when we are completely
down. One then understands that one’s
faith is not sufficient and it is by relying
upon His faith that guarantees the final victory and will uphold us up to the end.
So, religious liberty is to live according
to what we believe. Without this, religious
liberty is void.
During these testing times facing adversity, what is more comforting than to know
that we are not alone, that we are part of a
people like the one God expected for Israel?
A people living in oneness with His creator, forming a large family of brothers and
sisters loving and caring for one another. If
this is lacking, then how will the most fragile and vulnerable in faith stand?
In the end, what makes the difference,
the only ingredient, the cement giving us
the strength to leave everything behind is
the love of our Lord and the resulting love
of our brethren.
2) If we are not concerned by religious
liberty, others are: Which new world do
you want?
The new world is the result of a long
term collaboration: Victory will be collective.
The whole world is also currently preparing for its great future every day, through
“human alliances”, like a huge web including
the whole society. The countdown has started: each aspect of humanity is taken into
account so that a solution can be found for
the “happiness of men” and they are working
hard and meticulously for that, as “each citizen must feel involved, take responsibility
and contribute actively.”
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The spirit and mind of all citizens would
have been prepared for a long time, all anxieties regarding decisions about to be taken
calmed, each one would have been consulted so that no one would be wronged or deprived of benefits, no matter the complexity
due to cultures, beliefs, history - almost
on a case-by-case basis. Everything would
have been scrutinized, and made votable. A
world where « Peace and Security » could
reign. Again, we know that the religious
liberty issue will make the final difference.
Religious liberty is not an option, this is
what will be at stake.
Which world do we want to belong to?
The one ruled by human laws or the one
established from the foundation of the
world under the celestial laws? Would we
be willing to represent the values in which
we believe as possible solutions for the
‘World’ under construction, as Ben Carson
is doing towards the most eminent in the
USA? What a testimony!

Conclusion:
I believe that all these experiences we
are all going through on a daily basis, no
matter how small the experience, will be for
us a source of strength and confidence for
the future, giving us the assurance that our
Lord will not let us down for the big challenges ahead. He was and will be faithful
to His promises in the minutest details.
The Sunday Law will be another step,
let us be under no illusion.
Practicing keeping the Sabbath holy;
placing religious liberty foremost in our
lives, no matter the consequences; and
helping our dear ones not to let go are
what matters most in facing the future.

Our daily walk with our Lord trusting
His Word to the utmost is the key to our
success. Let’s start a day by day experience
just like Elisha: he started his ministry by
pouring water on the hands of Elijah before becoming that powerful instrument
in God’s hands. We too will be ready in His
time for great things when final decisions
will have to be taken.
At last, it is all about the birth of two
new people – the one prompted by God’s
spirit of liberty or the other under men’s
law. Whether we are scared or not, such as
in child-birth, we have no choice but to go
through with it. It is the unique solution:
to live it 200%: 100% man’s part, 100%
God’s. Doing so will become the very means
to deliver us. Likewise, living our religious
liberty values becomes the very means that
will emancipate us from the future, whatever it may be.

Laurence Nagy, Administrative
Assistant to EUD PARL Director
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Viorel Dima

FREEDOM OF RELIGION,
GLOBALIZATION AND
JESUS' SECOND COMING

T

he enforcement of international treaties related to fundamental human
rights (after 1948) determined the internationalization of Human Rights, including
the right to freedom of religion, such norms
becoming mandatory for all signatory countries. Therefore, the states as main international actors were bound to take legal action to ensure these standards in their territory. Despite these progresses, cultural and
ideological barriers, attitudes, political and
religious interests, fear of competition and
lack of a training program for civil servants
to apply the principles and international
standards limited religious freedom.
The place of nation-state as the fundamental unit of global organization has been
questioned by leading researchers since the
late 1980s and the early 1990s1. In 1990,
there appeared a change of direction in international relations from the recognition of
equality of states as the main political reality
to the recognition of human rights as the
foundation of European policy2. As a result
of this change, but also due to the development of communication techniques and the
major criticism of the state power by economists, we witness the decline of the state’s
influence and the increase of individual freedom. Thus, the state no longer interferes as
much with the personal life of individuals,

the individual’s rights taking precedence
over the state.
In order to achieve a climate of respect
for religious pluralism and religious rights,
legislatures must be influenced to vote
through laws in favor of religious freedom
and public administrations must organize
the necessary law enforcement.

But in the global society, public opinion
has almost the decisive word both on how
the laws are promoted and on the manner
in which these laws will or will not be
applied, and also in assessing the public
agenda. This is why, in future, religious
intolerance will not be caused by a state
ideology, but will be generated through
the pressure of public opinion. In such
circumstances, it is possible to witness a
new change of direction from the recognition of human rights as the foundation of
international politics to the recognition of
communities and networks of influence as
major international players. Following this
change, important religious communities
or communities that are part of important
networks will be seated at the head table
of the global community, while others will
be condemned to marginalization and
even dissolution, their members being
discriminated against.
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Globalization: globalized religion or "the
faith that was once for all entrusted”
We know that globalization is founded
on three pillars (political freedom, market freedom and social security) to which
all three major models of globalization3
(American, European and Asian) relate to a
different manner, being in competition with
each other. Time will tell which of these
models will be imposed or if another model, which will borrow characteristics from
all three, will be acceptable to all parties.
All three models promote market freedom,
but they differ - the Asian model promotes
social security, but does not grant political
freedom; the European model promotes political freedom and social security and the
US model promotes political freedom, but
does not support social security (promotes
a wild liberalism).
In the economic field, social protection
is manifested by distributing a portion of
resources to the poor and disadvantaged and
structural funds for regions with peripheral
economic status to also receive a portion to
centralise this economic status. In religious
matters, in Europe, a form of protection for
certain religious communities is practiced by
granting privileges and applying redistributive policies such as the granting of subsidies,
fiscal facilities, legal protection and access
to public institutions in order to fulfill their
mission, giving them a competitive advantage over their competitors.
In this case, the religious communities
who have no protection do not have enough
resources to provide a high quality religious
service to conduct missionary work to the
community or to gain new followers, and
the ability to defend their members is limited. In this way, not only are these religious
organizations disadvantaged, but the fundamental rights of their believers are violated.
While in Europe there are no signs of
a change in the protective relation of the
state’s administration towards the religious
one, in US there are hints to the possibility
that the state’s administration will reach
across the abyss of wild liberalism in the
religious field and the separation between

church and state will become less poignant.
Therefore, a merger between religious administration and the state may be predicted
in the global community. Such a change
would put the religious administration in a
privileged position among the factors that
set the global social relations, leading to
favouring some ideologies and religions to
the detriment of others. On the other hand,
the concern to regulate religious rights will
lead to a controlled religious freedom and
uniformity of religion. In this case, individuals or groups whose religious identity
cannot be integrated in the global religiosity will be exposed to public blame, isolation
and religious intolerance. Even worse is the
fact that in a global society, there is no place
to migrate in order to find the desired religious freedom.
Globalization will probably be the
largest construction that kingdoms of this
world could ever achieve. The image of globalized religion is described in the words of
Revelation 13.7: "And it was given authority
over every tribe, people, language and nation". It is designed to not only reach up to
the sky, like the Tower of Babel, but stretch
up above God. Globalization is a sign of the
times announcing that Jesus is coming.
Because we want to see Jesus and we
"prefer the faith that was once for all entrusted4” instead of globalized religion, we
should therefore get involved in preventing
the destructive winds of globalization in
order to come to the salvation of as many
people as possible.

Dilemmas of democratic governanceand
religious liberty
The dilemmas of democratic governance5 are related to the response that societies can offer to freedom when the exercise
of this right would be in conflict with the
right to public security or the right to equality between citizens or groups. When there
is a risk of a conflict between freedom and
public order, governments face the original dilemma of democratic governance:
freedom vs. public order having to satisfy
one of the two values at the expense of the
other. Usually they choose to ensure public
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security at the expense of freedom. Public
administrations, exercising their discretionary power, often prefer not to endorse
public religious gatherings in order to avoid
potential interreligious conflicts. European
states usually prohibit access of minority
religious communities in public institutions
to offer religious assistance in order to
avoid potential religious conflicts. But the
US experiment shows that this approach is
not always justified. United States based
its global security policy on the principle
that security is possible only to the extent
that fundamental freedoms are respected
and especially religious freedom. Protecting
religion is regarded by the US as a “goal
of emancipation of the modern democratic
state”6 and it takes precedence over security.
The events of 11 September 2001 gave
the US an opportunity to change the paradigm, preferring to favor security at the
expense of religious freedom, justifying that
national and global security is enough reason to legitimate restriction of religious
freedom. After these events, many states
have passed laws on security which contain
provisions limiting religious freedom.
Also, in Europe, after great progress in
the development of human rights, as a result of the security-oriented policy, the state
has begun to interfer in matters of religion
and conscience. The multiple promulgated
laws on potential hate speech and policies
regarding new religious movements testify to this. The Resolutions of the Human
Rights Commission adopted between 19992005 regarding combating defamation of
religions7 and laws relating to new religious
movements which have been adopted in
Europe supports the view that the international community, and especially the European Community, have just established a new
paradigm of management of the religious
phenomena according to which security
takes precedence over religious freedom.
The modern dilemma of democratic
governance, freedom versus equality
(the second dilemma), is derived from the
idea that if liberty and equality are simultaneously promoted, they become conflicting

values. It is often exploited to legitimize
the state limitation of individual freedom
in favor of equality. This dilemma has implications for religion, with states trying
the equalization of religious denominations
by including more of them within the group
who receive state support in exchange for
them giving up some freedoms.
Thus, equality plays an increasingly important role in the relationships between
church and state, and is used by the state
to secure the cooperation of more religious
communities, as a form of control. Nevertheless, it becomes more likely that, due to
the pressure exhibited by the organizations
who promote the separation between state
and church, that the states will reduce the
number of equal religious communities,
cutting the subsidies to some of them.

As we have shown, governments tend to
solve the two dilemmas at the expense of religious freedom. To overcome the drawbacks
caused by the deficiencies of the theories
concerning democratic governance and to
solve the dilemmas of governance without
affecting freedom of belief, public policies
on religion should take into account the
evolution of the concept of public interest. Based on this concept, public service
should be available to anyone, anytime.
This means that public authorities must take
appropriate action, which may sometimes be
more expensive,in order to ensure freedom
for every citizen, at the same time protecting
public order and equality.
The opposition between the excessivestandardization of religion in order to uniform religion and to control consciences,
on the one hand, and the struggle to shape
and preserve a climate of freedom so that
people are able to choose and practice their
religion freely; on the other hand, is one
of the aspects of the great controversy between good and evil. The last big battle of
this fight will precede the coming of Jesus.
Until then, with one hand, we will work
to advance the Kingdom of God and with
the other one, we will have to fight the destructive winds from the four corners of the
earth8, because we will soon see Jesus.
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Possible actions of organizations
concerning globalization
Some religious communities manifested
a behaviour specific to globalization even
before this appeared. These communities
subscribed to the polycentric perspective
of globalization, they exist across the globe,
using decentralized capital accumulated at
multiple locations on earth, and promoting
values, some even illegal, without being
antinational.
People can position themselves in different standpoints regarding globalisation and
the second coming of Jesus. Some of them
can support the process of globalisation
of religion, following the rationale of this
world. Others can be indifferent and uninvolved. But those who long for the second
coming of Christ will stand aside from the
worldly theories, aware of the threats involved in this project, and at the same time,
they will exert their influence to save those
who want to be saved.

The trend for globalization cannot be
hindered. It brings many benefits, but also
hides many threats. Religious communities,
especially minorities, can embark on two
paths in order to ensure their future. On the
one hand, they have to become visible and
credible enough, to become a voice in the
global society for as long as possible. On the
other hand, religious communities have to
be involved in shaping the global landscape
as a pluralist world, not dominated by a religious or ideologic monopoly, nor by fundamentalism or other extremist ideas.

1
Thus, James Rosenau defines the coexistence of a
“state-centered” and “multi-centered” international relations system. In France, Bertrad Bodie notes
that “the vast majority of the world state forms are
artificial. Reality is both structured by state actors and
cross-border flow (religion, commerce, global politic
movements etc.)” Jean-Claude Ruano-Borbalan, (fevrier 1999), „Sciences Humaines” no. 91, Comprendre les
relations internationales, p. 15-16.
2
The Final Document of Copenhagen Conference:
Jeremy Gunn, “Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe and the right to religion or belief”, The
Protection of Religious Minorities in Europe: Human
Right Law, Theory and Practice, Peter Danchin, Columbia University Press: New York, 2001

3
Marin Dinu, (2004), Globalizarea și aproximările ei
(Globalization and its aproximations), Economic Publishing, Bucharest
4
Iuda 3, Bible, New International Version
5
Luminița-Gabriela Popescu, (2005), Politici Publice
(Public policies), Ediția II, Ed. Economică, București
6
Rik Torfs, “Religie, egalitate şi securitate” (“Religion,
equality and security”) inReligious Liberty in Romanian and European Context, Bizantine Publishing,
Bucharest, 2005, edited by Lemeni, A., Frunză, F., şi
Viorel Dima, p.122
7
The first resolution on religious defamation, Fifty-fifth Session E/CN.4/1999.L.40.Rev, promoted by
Pakistan, Geneva, 30 aprilie 1999; Rezoluţia 84/2000
din 26 aprilie 2000; 4/2000 din 18 aprilie 2001;
9/2002 din 15 aprilie 2002; 4/2003 14 aprilie 2003;
6/2004 din 13 aprilie 2004; 3/2005 din 12 aprilie
2005
8
Revelarion 7, 2-3, Bible, New International Version.
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Bert B. Beach

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND
“WE WOULD SEE JESUS”
– WINDOWS
OF VULNERABILITY
PROMOTING RELIGIOUS LIBERTY FOR ALL PEOPLE PROVIDES A HEALTHY ATMOSPHERE FOR PRESENTING CHRIST.

T

here is much talk in Seventh-day
Adventist ranks about religious liberty and “seeing Jesus”. First we need to
clarify that religious liberty is not in opposition to “seeing Jesus”. In fact, the two concepts should operate in harmony and sustain each other. Where there is no or little
religious liberty, it can be most difficult
to draw and lead people to Jesus Christ.
So, in essence “promoting religious liberty for all people” provides a healthy
atmosphere for presenting Christ.

In uplifting religious liberty and
“bringing Christ from everywhere to
everywhere” there are, however, some
windows of vulnerability we need to be
aware of.
First there is the age old danger of
viewing religious liberty as an exclusive
right available only to those that possess
and proclaim the “truth”. For centuries
church and other religious leaders taught
that “error has no rights”. In this article we
are not dealing with the question whether
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“error” has rights, because it is irrelevant .
The fact is the human being has rights. This
was acknowledged at the Second Vatican
Council 50 years ago. Let us shut the window that allows discrimination and even
persecution and interferes and obstructs
people from “seeing Jesus”.
The second window of vulnerability
to religious liberty and seeing Jesus is
hostile secularism and its “semi-religion” of “laicity”. We are not arguing
against the concept of separation of church
and state. On the contrary, this separation
is a bulwark upholding religious liberty,
even a sine qua non for proper freedom of
religion. We are advocating and supporting benign and positive relations between
religious bodies and government. Each can
weed freely and independently in its own
garden, the church bodies not trying to
control the state (as they frequently did in
past centuries), and the state not trying to
adopt a domineering attitude and trying to
weaken religious bodies, as can be the case
in various countries today.
Limiting churches and evangelization
to national territories or smaller areas is
a third window of danger. An interesting
phenomenon is that Christian churches are
usually not organized globally, but nationally.
Countries pass laws requiring recognition
or excluding certain denominations, using
such reasons as small membership, not having a long enough history, lack of national
clergy. At times countries give indications
of upholding or protecting the “territorial
rights” of indigenous church bodies. All this
goes directly counter to the clear declaration
of Jesus to his disciples that “the field is the
world”(Matt.13:38) and risks hindering or
keeping people from “seeing Jesus”. The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) made it very clear
that Christ’s followers are not to be simply
a Jewish subset, but a world church with a
global message. This concept must be an
integral part of the Seventh-day Adventist
ethos and message, preparing a people who
will see Jesus in preparation for the harvest
which “is the end of the world” (Matt. 13:39).
Indeed, in the words of John Wesley, our
“parish is the world”.

A fourth window of vulnerability involves overlooking two necessary ingredients in any endeavor to helping others
to see Jesus. The two related qualities
are honesty and fairness. This seems
self-evident, but are at times, all too often,
lacking. It is easy to advocate religious liberty for “my religion”, because it is the truth.
It is often forgotten in dealing with other
religions, that we need to be transparent,
and not devious. This means not disseminating false information or claims regarding
other religions. Doing this is really a way of
limiting religious liberty. Fairness means
comparing the reality of your religion to the
reality of another religion, not the ideal of
your religion to the reality of another religion. We need to recognize that both honesty and fairness require equivalent comparison of reality with reality and ideal with
ideal. What we have just said, is in harmony
with the three Petrine principles for proper
witness, which can give support to religious
liberty and improved interchurch relations.
In essence, the Apostle Peter says, when
you witness to your faith in Jesus, do it with
“humility”, “respect”, and “honesty” which
provides a good “conscience”(1 Pet 3:15).
A fifth window of vulnerability is the
increasing tension, and at times legal
conflict, between religious liberty as
a basic human right and other human
rights. It can be problematic to endeavor
to lead people to Jesus when they feel
that advocates of religious liberty are
involved in discrimination and stepping
on the human rights and self-esteem
of fellow human beings. This problem is
now in many places less in regards to race
and gender, but has become increasingly
acute and vociferous in the area of LGBT
rights. It is vital for people of faith not to be
seen as discriminatory and even intolerant
when it comes to the legal rights and deeply
felt emotions of other people. This can be
a complicated issue. There is the need to
achieve balance between religious liberty
laws upholding freedom of conscience,
and human rights involving such matters
as housing and employment. Freedom of
religion must be seen as a fundamen-
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tal right to follow conscience, but not a
limitless right to oppress other people.
I would expect to see growing tensions between competing human rights to be faced
in both church and society.
In this article we present a sixth and
final (there are others!) window of vulnerability in achieving both religious
liberty and leading people to see Jesus.
It is presenting a wrong picture of God’s
character, His greatness and love. We
often hear it said that no one can be saved
who has not responded openly to the name
of Christ. The millions that die every year
without knowing Christ will go to “Christless graves” and suffer the pangs of roasting
hell fire throughout the ceaseless ages of
eternity. I must strongly object to such a
theological image of God, which projects a
distorted view of God’s character.
There are two equally non-Biblical ways
to try to get around the above dilemma.
One is “universalism”, which simply stated,
claims that everyone will be saved, so to
speak, whether they want to or not. There
seems no need of standard or judgment.
The second approach is “syncretism”, which
is a misguided attempt to reconcile all kinds
of contradictory beliefs and religions, claiming that all religions contain truth and will
lead each individual to achieve his or her
own salvation. This wishful thinking is actually in step with postmodern value thinking,
with which Seventh-day Adventists, based
on Biblical teaching, must disagree. The
authentic motivation for evangelism is not
that Muslims, Hindus or other believers
cannot be saved without accepting specific
Christian doctrines. The true motivation is
that Christ commands His disciples to be
His witnesses proclaiming the good news
of salvation, calling people to a greater light
and better life, challenging them to respond
to the stirrings of their conscience. There
is also the Pauline view that “God has no
favorites”, in that those who do not know
Christ, have nevertheless a conscience that
is called as witness (Rom 2:11-15).
In John’s Gospel (John 1:5, 9) Christ is
presented as the true light that illumines
the existence of every human being, for

both salvation and judgment, even though
individuals may not know or acknowledge
Him by name.
There is truth in various religions,
for the true light is at work even in gross
darkness. From a Christian viewpoint,
salvation comes only in Christ. The value
of every religious light is salvific to the
extent that it points in the direction of
divine truth and light. From the biblical
perspective, this is the reason why every
human being needs religious liberty and
the right to seek and see Jesus, “the true
light which lighteth every man”.
A wise person does not build a home on
shifting sand. Thinking people, when it gets
cold outside and the weather turns dangerously unpleasant, shut the windows that
make a home vulnerable.

Bert B Beach was born in Switzerland,
and educated in France, Switzerland and
the United States, concluding with a doctorate in history from the University of
Paris in 1958. He has served as an educator and school administrator, lecturer, and
writer of many articles and several books
dealing with church history, ecumenical
issues, religious liberty and church/state
relations. Recently an autobiography was
published in several languages entitled
“Ambassador for Liberty”.
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Kevin Paul Olteanu

LET US BECOME
CHRIST'S AMBASSADORS
FOR LIBERTY
WE MAY NOT AGREE WITH THE IDEOLOGIES OR FAITHS OF
OTHERS, BUT WE MUST RESPECT THEIR BELIEFS THE SAME
WAY WE WOULD LIKE THEM TO RESPECT OUR OWN.
For you, what does freedom mean? How should we keep it? What should
Adventists do on an international level to help others? How should we look
toward the horizon?
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A

ccording to the Bible, “In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Everything
He created was good. He created the
land and the water. He created the
ground and the sky. He created people.
He created Sabbath. He also created the
freedom of choice: the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. Hence, according to the
Bible, God created freedom. But, what is
freedom? To me, freedom is one’s ability
to act in accordance to self-will without hindrance, as long as that self-will
doesn’t inhibit another’s.
As described in Genesis, when Eve ate of
the forbidden fruit, her action didn’t necessitate Adam’s fall; it merely necessitated a
decision from Adam. While Eve’s decision
may have influenced her husband, it did not
force his hand. They both had the freedom
to make an individual choice under God.
Just as one had the freedom to do wrong,
another had the freedom to do right.
On a societal level, freedom is a
contentious topic. Who should have
it; are there limits to freedom; should
religiously backed laws restrict unreligious citizens that have different moral
schemas; do the ends justify the means;
should certain freedoms be vanquished
in the name of national security? etc.
In democratic nations, citizens have the
opportunity to elect representatives that
will, in theory, represent their principles on
these issues through congressional or parliamentary vote.
Because this governmental system is
representative, the populace is king over
policymakers. Therefore, though perhaps
containing imperfections, a representative
government most logically lends itself to
freedom and civil liberty. Consequently,
as Adventists, the first step we can take
to secure the opportunity for freedom
is to promote and support governments
that are both by the people and for the
people.
What does this support look like on
a practical level? The most important
practice one can perform for this cause
is to stay educated in community, nation-

al, and international affairs; the first step
to fixing a problem is becoming aware that
one exists. While ignorance may be bliss,
it is also irresponsible. Some say that the
world will come to an end, so there is no
point in fighting against the current. The
end result will be the same.
However, to do nothing would be like
knowing that an airplane is on course to
crash into a skyscraper and choosing not
to take precautionary measures. Yes, the
airplane is going to crash into the building.
Yet, if we have the ability to tell others,
evacuate the area, and save lives, wouldn’t
we do so? According to the Bible, Jesus is
coming soon. Instruction is given for us to
“go into all the world and preach the gospel
to all creation” (Mark 16:15). We have a
responsibility to use the tools that God has
provided in order to carry on this task.
Nevertheless, what happens when a
democracy is formed, yet the majority
votes for laws that discriminate against
the minority? In this case, civil liberties
and moral freedom are crushed much
the same as they would be under dictatorship. Democracy in itself doesn’t change
culture; it merely establishes a battlefield
for the mimetic process. Keeping this in
mind, our voices must be made heard
with just as much muster as the others.
We cannot shy away from important issues. People need know who we are and
what we stand for.
In addition, in a globally interconnected world, what happens elsewhere
affects what happens at home. The
attitudes that are established on international issues will reflect the attitudes
that are established on national issues,
and vice versa. Therefore, not only are
we called to provide a voice for national
issues, but also international ones. In
today’s age, any person—young or old, rich
or poor, educated or non-educated—can
make their voices heard. Social media has
changed the communicative landscape and
has evened the playing field. As a young
person, I believe that it would be a waste
to be granted such a powerful tool and to
not take full advantage of it. No voice is too
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little and no impact is too large. Oftentimes,
the best way to help others is to first start a
conversation.
The future is truly irregular. If anything like the past, the future will be filled
with war, poverty, hunger, oppression,
persecution, immorality, disease, and corruption. However, just like in the past,
the future represents hope. By working
together, we can truly make a positive
impact, whether this impact affects our
next-door neighbors or a community
across the globe. We must peer into the
horizon, recognize the endless opportunities that exist to help others, and take
advantage of these opportunities. We
must pray to have open hearts and open
minds for whatever the future will throw
at us. We must say and do in accordance
to the will of God. Through honesty and
humility, we must become missionaries
for Christ.
At the same time, we cannot fight for
laws that give us freedom without also
fighting for laws that give others freedom. Freedom is not a special interest; all
people are created equal. To quote Voltaire,
“I do not agree with what you say, but I’ll
defend to the death your right to say it.”
This principle has implications that extend
further than merely free speech; I believe
it extends to all civil liberties. We cannot
expect to receive special treatment. God
himself planted the tree of knowledge of
good and evil; He gave mankind freedom
to make both the right and the wrong decisions in life. We may not agree with the
ideologies or faiths of others, but we
must respect their beliefs the same way
we would like them to respect our own.

In short, we must listen to be listened
to, know to be known, give to be given,
respect to be respected, discipline to be
disciplined, fight to be fought for, love to
be loved, and save to be saved.

Kevin Paul Olteanu is a college
freshman interested in global
affairs, economics, and public
policy. Currently studying at Yale
University, Kevin is enrolled in
the selective “Directed Studies”
program and enjoys gaining a
better understanding of the present by learning about the past.
An avid snowboarder, traveler,
and mixed martial arts student,
Kevin relishes sport and spending time with family and friends.
When back home in Illinois, Kevin
attends the Elmurst Seventh-day
Adventist Church and is very active in his youth group.

98 Liberty Today – Trends & Attitudes † Liberty Today vs. We Want to See Jesus

Liberty 2015.indd 98

17/06/2015 12:46:58

CHAPTER 5

INTERVIEWS:
LESSONS, ATTITUDES, TRENDS

Liberty 2015.indd 99

17/06/2015 12:46:58

Liberty 2015.indd 100

17/06/2015 12:46:58

Liviu Olteanu

UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF WHAT IS TAKING
PLACE IN THE WORLD
TED N. C. WILSON-PRESIDENT OF THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH AND LIVIU OLTEANU- EUD PUBLIC AFFAIRS & RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY DIRECTOR & EDITOR OF “LIBERTY TODAY-TRENDS &
ATTITUDES” JOURNAL, AT THE YEAR ENDMEETING,
SOFIA, BULGARIA, NOVEMBER 2014.

Liviu Olteanu: Thank you Mr. President,
for accepting to offer us an interview for our
“Liberty –Trends and Attitudes” magazine.
Mr. President, I would like to start by
asking: what do you remember about religious freedom when looking back to your
father Neal Wilson, the pastor and former
president of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church? What lessons did you learn from
him on this regard?

Ted Wilson: I remember with great
fondness my father’s enormous passion for
religious liberty and freedom of conscience.
He spent many hours working with government officials, with authorities to help
people who were in great need regarding
religious freedom. And he carried that
great burden throughout his ministry even
after becoming president of the General
Conference. He always had a special regard
for Public Affairs and Religious Liberty. He
enjoyed meeting government officials and
heads of State and I think his intense desire
to see people fully understand the need for
religious freedom and tolerance was passed
on to me as well. And personally I resonate
very highly with this incredibly important
area and every church leader and pastor
needs to understand their role in making

friends with government and civic leaders
and acquainting them with the beliefs of
Seventh-day Adventists and who they are. So
it is something that from a child I can recall
my father being so passionate about and it
has affected my life as well. And we praise
God for those who lift up religious liberty
for soon when Jesus returns we will have
complete liberty. Until that time, we are
grateful to God for religious liberty that is
provided for the ongoing work of the Seventh-day Adventist church.
Liviu Olteanu: The Adventist church is
still a minority in the world even though it
has expanded a lot during these past years:
today the church has 18 million members.
What does it mean to be a minority in the
world? How can the Adventist Church help
others, in terms of religious freedom?

Ted Wilson: One of the interesting and
helpful benefits of being a smaller group
in an enormous population of 7 billion
people in the world or so, is that we can
understand the demands and the needs
of minorities especially when it comes
to human rights and religious freedom.
Seventh-day Adventists, because of their
very nature, the principles from the Bible
that they follow, especially our observance
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of the Seventh-day as the Sabbath of the
Lord, are in a unique situation many times
regarding the conventional schedules and
practices of the world. So Seventh-day
Adventists are uniquely positioned to
not only speak for their own particular
needs but to speak for the minorities all
over the world. That is why Seventh-day
Adventists are some of the most aggressive
and diligent in promoting religious liberty
and freedom of conscience for all people
and for all settings within a full understanding of what religious liberty should be. So
Seventh-day Adventists can give an unusual
perspective as to how to best accommodate
people who have unusual religious practices and beliefs and helping society to allow
those beliefs to be honored and respected.
Therefore Seventh-day Adventists are
not only the beneficiaries but they are
great promoters of religious freedom for
minorities and for all people.
Liviu Olteanu: The Adventist Church
has two representative organizations: the
INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOCIATION (IRLA) and the INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEFENSE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (Association international
pour la defense de la liberté) (AIDLR) from
the EUD. Our organization, AIDLR, is an
international association that was created
in 1946 by Dr. Jean Nussbaum. This organization is defending the principle of religious
liberty for all people and is a permanent
representative at the the United Nations
(UN) – in Geneva, New-York and Vienna, and
at the regional level at the Council of Europe
(CoE) in Strasbourg, European Parliament
(EP) in Brussels and Strasbourg, and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) in Warsaw. Do you believe
that this representative work at international and regional levels is important? Why and
how could our work be more efficient?

Ted Wilson: I am delighted with the
work that is being done. Unfortunately,
most members, church members and the
public know very little about the work that
is done behind the scenes for careful, sympathetic and diplomatic activity through
the grace of the Lord and the Holy Spirit’s
power. Working through these two or-

ganizations and the personal efforts of
those who are connected to those organizations, only in heaven people would
be able to read the real record of all of
the subtle, careful, diplomatic approaches that took place to prevent certain
directions or challenges. I think it is absolutely vital. Our church needs to have
direct contact with ambassadors, with
government officials. People need to
understand what we believe, that is why
we need advocacy, we need people who
are going to advocate for people of belief
whether they be Seventh-day Adventist
or not, we need organizations that will
stand up for those who have no voice
or who have little voice. And that is what
I see many of our Seventh-day Adventist
‘public affairs and religious liberty’ (PARL)
directors doing and especially in the area of
these two organizations (IRLA and AIDLR)
that are working so closely with the United
Nations. It is a vitally important work.
Liviu Olteanu: Mr. President, there are
two sensitive topics that many Adventist
members are currently talking about: the
SUNDAY LAW and ECUMENISM. Do you still
believe that the SUNDAY LAW is something
we need to be concerned about or to “fight”
against? Do you believe that the Sunday Law
could be passed during our lifetime? And
what about Ecumenism? What do you believe
our stance should be regarding these issues?

Ted Wilson: Of course it is a delicate
area, but from my understanding of Biblical prophecy, there definitely will be an
attempt and a strong realization of this
attempt to coerce, to push, to force a people
to accept the worship of God on a day other
than the Seventh-day Sabbath. Much of that
will be an effort to push people towards
Sunday worship. We know from biblical
understanding and definitely the book of
Revelation that this will be “the key point”
upon which there would be incredible effort to force people into one opinion. The
Sabbath is the one area which testifies of
God’s authority. And the devil is absolutely
determined to take that assignment of authority away. That becomes then the great
test between God and Satan. And so it is important that Seventh-day Adventists be very
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aware of any efforts to force any religious
group to worship on any other day than
their conscience dictates. For Seventh-day
Adventists we fully understand that the
Seventh-day Sabbath is the day on which
God has asked us to worship.
In the area of ecumenical activity, we
must be extremely cautious and careful because the efforts to neutralize or water down
a belief system is the result of an ecumenical
approach and we need to be flexible, we
need to be open and helpful, but we must
never give one centimeter in our belief of the
fundamental biblical beliefs that hold us together as God’s people. So nothing should be
allowed to compromise those beliefs. Let’s
be as friendly and helpful and engaging with
those in the public and with other churches
to acquaint them with what we believe and
who we are, but let us be very hesitant to be
involved in anything that would be of an ecumenical nature lessening our ability to first
of all believe, and secondly to then proclaim.
Liviu Olteanu: During the Year-End
Meeting of the Inter-European Division
(EUD) hosted in Bulgaria, Sofia in November 2014, we launched two different books:
“Conscience and Liberty” and “Liberty today Trends and Attitudes”.

Regarding the Conscience and Liberty
journal, the special topic of 2014 was the
“History of Liberty and Respect for Differences”, and represents the second volume
from a thematic anniversary edition started
in 2013. The topic of Conscience and Liberty
in 2013 was “Human Rights and Religious
Liberty, Between a New Equilibrium or New
Challenges”. For 2015 the book will be about
“Liberty, Tolerance and Religious Minorities
for Peace and Security”. The Conscience and
Liberty journal is a special tool we have used
since 1948 to connect with statesmen, the
diplomatic field, scholars, religious leaders,
and other people in high office not belonging
to the Adventist church.
At the same time, we launched another
magazine that is intended to be a tool for
information and training Adventist members on current religious liberty and public
affairs issues. This magazine is named:
“LIBERTY TODAY – TRENDS AND ATTITUDES” and has articles, studies, different
approaches from the perspective of liberty
and mission, of different departments, administrators, professors, members. Would
you like to comment on these two journals?

Ted Wilson: Let me start out by saying
that religious liberty demands constant
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vigilance. You must always be looking at
this area of religious freedom and liberty,
otherwise there will be attempts on the part
of different organizations or individuals to
eat away at the personal religious freedom
that individuals enjoy in various countries.
In order to do that, in order to keep in the
forefront, the incredible subject of religious liberty and freedom of conscience,
you must have tools that will sensitize
people to these great themes. You have
to approach in so many respects government leaders who are unaware of some of
the needs of minorities or of protecting the
rights of the entire group. In order to be a
strong advocate you have to have tools
that can do that and the wonderful ‘Conscience and Liberty’ journal that is being
produced and the various issues it tackles
including history of liberty and respect for
differences, these kinds of journals that
are primarily for thought leaders and government, civic and other religious leaders.
These kinds of materials are of inestimable
value because they then put before someone
in written and in academic format strong
arguments for the maintenance of religious
freedom for all people and guaranteeing this
through constitutional and through procedural activities. In order to make a difference
in the lives of people regarding religious liberty, leaders must have some knowledge of
the various opinions and perspectives. And
so that is what the Conscience & Liberty
magazine is primarily endeavoring to do for
that particular group.
When it comes to church members,
they need to understand in a more practical way what this means for them, how
they can be involved, and what they can
do to help a local government official or
even their own church members be sensitized to the impending challenges we
may face. So that is why “Liberty today –
Trends and attitudes“ can be a very helpful magazine that is about a more common, practical approach, a more readable
approach for church members and can
give them an understanding of how they
fit into the big picture; and how through
prayer, through personal influence, through
sharing even magazines like Conscience and
Liberty with a local mayor, or with council

members, or with higher state or federal
government people, provincial people - even
attorneys or others who are part of policy
making. Because church members, business
people who are church members, those who
are involved with professions, they have
contacts that even church authorities in the
Adventist church don’t have. They know
people, they have clients, they have patients,
they have friends, and so, local church members can have a great impact as well as they
deal with individuals in the public sector.
I think it is also important that church
members fully understand the dynamics
of what is taking place in the world and
what Revelation 12, chapter 13, chapter
14, chapter 18 have to do with them as
last day proclaimers of Christ’s soon coming. And all the dynamics would be involved.
So it is a very sacred responsibility for local
church members, pastors to be involved and
understand the critical nature of where we
are in the timeline of History. We know that
the end time prophecy essentially is gone
and we are living in the last tips of the toes
of the statue in Daniel chapter 2. The next
event is that stone cut out with men’s hands
that comes down and breaks the statue and
the kingdom of God is established; so we are
living just before that stone comes. What a
magnificent opportunity! Rather than to be
fearful and be afraid of the future and what
is going to happen and the fact that we will
be persecuted, we should instead be so joyous and so happy because we serve a God
who is our great protector and the One who
will come to take us home to be with Him
and provide eternal religious liberty.
Liviu Olteanu: What is your message of
encouragement to Adventist members all
around the world?
Ted Wilson: The most important thing
is for you to stay close to the Lord who has
provided you with that great freedom of
conscience and to know this incredible God
through your own personal, intense Bible
study and through prayer. And then, asking
Him to use you to be a great champion of
religious freedom not just for now but to
prepare people for eternity.
Liviu Olteanu: Thank you so much, Mr.
President.
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WE MUST CREATE THE
CONDITIONS IN WHICH
RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED
THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDERS IS HUGELY IMPORTANT
IN THE PROTECTION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS
AND THE RIGHTS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITIES

Interview* with Ms. Rita Izsak, the UN Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues

* Conscience and Liberty, nr. 75/2014, pag. 175-189.
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Liviu Olteanu (LO). I would like to start
this interview by asking you about the mandate which you have at the United Nations.
First of all what about the position of “Special Rapporteur” and for our readers, please
explain the term “Minority Issues”.

Rita Izsak (RI). Firstly, it is a real privilege to hold the post of United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues. I am
the second holder of the post which was
created in 2005. I am one of over 50 human
rights mandate holders appointed by the
Human Rights Council and it my responsibility to address minority issues and human
rights concerns affecting minorities globally. In some respects I advocate for minority
rights all over the world within the United
Nations system. People often ask me who
exactly are minorities? Well, my work is
based on the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of National or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minorities which means
that I consider problems facing these four
categories of groups. In fact the issues of
women, people with disabilities, sexual
orientation and political groups do not fall
under the scope of my mandate on minority
issues. As a Special Rapporteur I have certain tools and activities that I can use to do
my work. Some of them involve direct engagement with specific countries to address
challenges facing minority groups. Based on
information that I receive, I can write to any
country to raise concerns with them and request the Government to give me an official
response. One of the most important tools
that I have is to conduct official visits to
countries to see the situation for myself and
talk to all stakeholders, including minority
communities and their representatives.
Unfortunately I have to receive an invitation
from a Government and they are not always
quick to welcome me. However, when they
do, it can be a very constructive visit and I
have the opportunity to draft a report and
recommendations on how each government
could improve its treatment of minorities
and minority issues. Another important
aspect of my work is to develop general
recommendations which could be applied

in all member States, for example in such
fields as how to improve the participation
of minorities in all aspects of life and how
to help ensure that minorities benefit from
development and other national policies
and programmes. And I have a special responsibility and privilege to guide the work
of the UN Forum on Minority Issues, an
annual platform of dialogue and discussion
with about 500 participants every November in Geneva. The overall objective of my
work is to promote the rights of minorities
and equality for all minority groups, no
matter what their origins and national, ethnic, religious or linguistic characteristics.

LO. You have the possibility to visit
many countries of the world delving further
into the different aspects of minority issues.
What conclusions have you drawn so far
regarding global problems with minorities?
Some details please…

RI. Sadly I would have to report that minorities in every region of the world continue to face discrimination, social exclusion,
marginalization, and in some cases threats
and violence on a daily basis. Of course
some situations are worse than others and I
am particularly concerned about situations
where minorities face persecution, violence
and mass atrocities – where they are targeted for violence because of who they are. But
often the problems of minorities exist in
other areas even if they don’t face violence.
My predecessor and I have now conducted
official visits to over 16 countries globally
and we have found certain trends relating
to the situation of minorities that exist in
almost all those countries. For example,
minorities frequently lack participation in
political life at every level and are poorly
represented in decision making bodies.
This means that their issues and concerns
are often not fully considered or are completely neglected. When this is the case, it
can have an impact on many other rights
and the full enjoyment of rights and opportunities for those belonging to minorities,
for example in development, education or
social and cultural issues. We frequently
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find that minorities are excluded or discriminated against when they seek employment or in other spheres of economic
life. When people of African descent, Roma
or religious minorities seek employment
in European countries, for example, it is
common for them to experience discrimination or to have their applications rejected
because of their skin colour, their religion,
their name or their address. Minorities
tend to be amongst the poorest people, in
the poorest countries; and in the richest
countries in the world, they frequently live
in the least developed neighbourhoods,
have low incomes and have the least access
to services, water and sanitation or healthcare. There are so many challenges facing
minorities globally that it is impossible to
list them… however I firmly believe that
where countries implement minority rights
the situation begins to change for the better
and minorities begin to see a shift in their
situations towards non-discrimination and
equality. What is essential in all countries
with minorities is the political will for
change and to address discrimination in
law and in practice.

LO. One important section of these ‘minorities’ is the ‘religious minority’. What
about the “religious minorities” and at what
level of importance are these religious minorities located on the international arena?
RI. I must say that I am deeply concerned by the situation of religious minorities globally and that has led me to
place a particular focus on the issues of
religious minorities in my recent work
as the UN Special Rapporteur alongside
some of my counterparts such as the UN
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion
or belief, Heiner Bielefeldt. I receive more
information relating to serious violations
of the rights of religious minorities than
any other category. I am frequently shocked
to see the brutality of attacks and violence
against individuals and groups on the basis
of their faith or belief. But the violations of
their rights extend into all areas of rights,
civil and political, and economic, social and

cultural. There tends to be an emphasis on
the problems associated with freedom of
religion and the ability for minorities to
freely practice their faith. In fact the wider
minority rights of religious minorities are
frequently neglected and I am trying to
raise awareness of those issues, for example
the right to participate equally in all aspects
of society, including social and political life
for example. I also think that it is important
to note that in some cases, conflicts are
framed as being ethnic or religious conflicts, but other issues and problems have
caused these conflicts, sometimes relating
to political issues, land rights, access to
resources, corruption and lack of good governance. I can certainly say with confidence
that I have witnessed a greater attention
to the issues of religious minorities at the
international level and I have tried my best
to contribute to that attention through my
own work. This is why in 2013 I decided
that the UN Forum on Minority Issues
would focus on protecting and promoting
the rights of religious minorities. Nevertheless, despite increased international and UN
attention to religious minorities, we need
to keep up the momentum and make better
progress towards protecting religious minorities and challenging States to do better.
LO. Do you believe that the UN, COE, EU
and OSCE are talking much more nowadays about “religious liberty and religious
minorities” because it is a sensitive issue?
Why?

RI. I do hope that it is true that such important institutions are talking more about
religious minorities and issues of religious
freedom. It is when these issues are discussed openly and sincerely at the highest
level and the lowest level that problems
are revealed and can start to be addressed.
We cannot shy away from issues because
they are sensitive, indeed it is precisely
those issues that we must address and I am
therefore happy to see an increased attention to religious minorities. That dialogue is
vitally important and it is equally important
that influential bodies such as the United
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Nations creates the spaces for such discussions to take place and, where necessary,
challenge States to live up to their human
rights and other commitments. I think that
important and sensitive debates on such
issues as defamation of religion and hate
speech have resulted in a greater understanding of the challenges and the sensitivities and have helped to take us forward
towards addressing them appropriately. We
have learned a lot and we are continuing
to learn. You mention some of the European bodies, but I would also like to see the
issues of minorities, including religious
minorities, taken up more directly in other
regions, including regional organizations in
Africa, Asia and elsewhere.
LO. In your view, what influence do the
religious minorities have on peace and
world-wide security? Why?

RI. I think that religious leaders have a
vital role to play in efforts to ensure peace
and security, first and foremost in their
own societies, but also on the international
and global scale. I would like to see leaders speak out more often against religious
hatred and incitement to violence. Their
influence is great and they must use it to
defuse tensions and to help build bridges
of tolerance, understanding and mutual
respect. Religious minorities by their very
nature tend to be numerically smaller and
socially and politically non-dominant and
so it frequently falls to the leaders of majority faiths to play a leadership role. However,
I believe that all faiths, large or small, have
at their core a message of love, peace, forgiveness and harmony and so all faiths have
a role to play in projecting those messages,
not just to their own congregations and followers, but to the whole of society. Religion
should and can be a force for good, nationally and internationally, but in too many
situations it is a dividing force. I have been
deeply impressed by some inter-faith initiatives that I have witnessed, for example
on my recent visit to Nigeria, where Muslim
and Christian leaders are working together
to address problems and promote peace

and understanding. Sometimes these are
very local initiatives, but they are an example to us all and they should be welcomed,
supported and expanded. I would like to see
the same messages being conveyed at the
international level and I truly believe that if
those messages are sent they will be a force
for peace and security worldwide.
LO. Can you explain the global and regional trends and attitudes on religious
minorities?

RI. This is a difficult question to address and some research bodies, such as
the Pew Reasearch Center and others, are
doing excellent work to reveal such trends
which will help us to understand better
where attention needs to be focused. They
have conducted studies which reveal, for
example, that members of religious groups
face harassment in over 80 percent of
countries worldwide. We hear a lot about
Islamophobia in Western and non-Islamic
countries, and equally about Christianophobia in Islamic countries particularly in
the post 9-11 era and in the context of the
“war on terror”. I hope that we can begin
to emerge from a period of heightened inter-faith tensions and distrust into a new
era of understanding and dialogue across
faiths, but much needs to be done to build
trust and encourage the conditions for that
dialogue and understanding to take place.
In some countries anti-minority sentiments and far-right ideologies have come
to the fore in recent years creating a hostile
environment for religious minorities. We
should not forget that in some regions religious minorities have been the victims of
recurrent violence and atrocities and that
has been a worrying trend that seems to be
on the rise in countries including Pakistan,
Iraq, Central African Republic and Nigeria.
Another trend which I am concerned about
is discrimination against ‘non-traditional’
faith or belief groups including such faiths
as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Bahá’i, Pentecostal
Churches and numerous others. In some
regions religious freedoms are granted to
some orthodox or traditional faith groups
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but not to others that are considered illegitimate or “sects”. International law requires
that all faith and belief groups are treated
equally but in practice discriminatory attitudes persist against some whose beliefs
are different and not officially recognized
by the State.
LO. The Majority versus Minority, and
the principle of Democracy versus the principle of Non-Discrimination.
Based on your position as Independent
Expert, how do you think that these items
i.e. “contrasts” can be harmonized?
What are the limits and where they
exist, how do we determine the fine line
between avoiding conflict and the discrimination between them?

RI. Firstly, I would say that I do not see a
conflict between the principle of democracy
and the principle of non-discrimination.
In fact the two go very well together and a
healthy, functioning democracy in which
all citizens have a voice helps to ensure an
environment of non-discrimination in most
cases. Of course there are challenges and
sometimes democracy surprises us in the
choices that the public make, for example
towards support of far-right groups. But
where human rights and the rule of law are
protected and hate speech is prohibited,
democracy generally provides a solid foundation for non-discrimination and minority
rights. Nevertheless we should never be
complacent and even in the most mature
democracies problems and discrimination
exist and must be challenged. It demonstrates to me that in all countries we must
be constantly monitoring the health of our
democracy and our society and identifying
the problems as soon as possible. We must
constantly strive to ensure that all in our
societies are appropriately represented and
have a voice. Equally, the phrase “majority
versus minority” sounds as if it is a contest
to be won by one side or the other. The
important point to make about minority
rights is that they are really about establishing equality and unity in diversity and
a situation in which the majority and the

minority can live together in harmony and
equality. If we frame the debate as one of
majority versus minority we are already
creating an adversarial position and so I
would much prefer to talk about majorities
and minorities and ultimately our objective
is to achieve diverse societies in which that
distinction no longer matters because all
are equal.
LO. On January of 2014 you and the
Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion
or Belief, Heiner Bielefeldt joined with
other official international representatives
of COE, ECtHR, EP and of the Ministry of
Justice and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Spain, etc. at the International Conference
organized by the International Association for the Defense of Religious Liberty
(AIDLR); this was hosted in Madrid at the
Human Rights Institute and Law Faculty at
the Complutense University. The topic was
on: “After the Edict of Milan, human rights,
religious liberty and religious minorities
between balance and challenges”.
Could you share with us your thoughts
about the conference, including the format,
structure, panels, participants and the results?

RI. It was a pleasure to attend the
Madrid conference and have an in-depth
discussion with experts coming from various backgrounds. It is very important to
address the challenges of religious minorities and identify possible solutions
together with academia, government representatives, international organizations,
independent experts and NGOs as we all
have a particular role to play. Some of us are
more efficient on the local level, bringing
the messages of people in trouble, some of
us have the knowledge to analyze such concerning situations from a national or international legal point of few and some of us
are in the position to take concrete actions
or put some pressure on the decision makers. I believe that the Madrid International
Conference brought together some of the
best advocates for religious freedom and
religious minorities and I do hope that our
cooperation will continue. I also need to ex-
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press my appreciation to the organizers for
making sure that we could have an informal
setting on the second day to continue with
our important exchanges and discussions
while also learning about and enjoying the
rich Spanish culture.

LO. After the Madrid Conference, your
UN colleague, the professor Heiner Bielefeldt,
the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion and Belief noted and emphasized (see
all at: A/HRC/25/NGO/121): ”I attach great
importance to the design of the Madrid Conference….which really sets an example; it is really
something we should copy and establish on a
regular basis in fact… We have human rights
obligations at different levels: national, regional and international and religious beliefs and
human rights develop in different directions
and can mutually undermine each other. We
have the Council of Europe approach, the EU
approach, various national approaches, the UN
approach. Still I think as a matter of fact these
different institutions sometimes are worlds of
their own. We need coordination…”.
Do you agree with Heiner Bielefeldt’s
comments? How do you evaluate these important and practical observations of the
UN expert on freedom on religion or belief?
According with your expertize on the
issue of minorities, can HOW and WHO
accomplish this Coordination so necessary
today? Or should it be the UN or the other
organizations?

RI. I fully agree with the comments of
my colleague and friend, Heiner. Indeed
all these institutions come with their own
mandate and responsibilities and it is understandable that they all want to do something about the same problems that arise at
a certain time in a given locality. However,
if not harmonized, this can do more harm
than good. But we don’t have to go that far,
even within our very own UN system, I often experience uncoordinated actions when
it seems that the right hand does not know
what the left hand is doing. It would be essential to connect the dots and make sure
that the policies and approaches of various
institutions do compliment and not hamper

each other or duplicate efforts unnecessarily. I think it is not rocket science to establish
this – we should just reach out to each other more often and in a more systematic way.
For example, my last country visit took me
to the Ukraine. I am glad to say that I was in
regular contact with OSCE and CoE and of
course UN field offices, including OHCHR or
UNHCR, to make sure my report becomes
a complementary one to the other reports
and focuses on aspects and areas that needed more attention.
LO. Today, do you believe the “Religious
Liberty and “Religious Minorities” issue are
more linked to the side of “balance” or of
“challenges”? Why?

RI. There are undoubtedly many challenges ahead of us relating to the rights of
religious minorities and ensuring freedom
of religion and belief. It is important for all
stakeholders – States, political leaders, religious leaders and, perhaps most importantly
ordinary people, to continue to strive to
achieve harmony or “balance” as you say. It
is possible to achieve and when we see that
balance working in practice we find those of
different faiths living side by side with each
other, respecting each other’s faiths, enjoying each other’s celebrations and holidays,
learning about and cherishing the things that
they have in common…rather than focusing
on the things that divide them. I am optimistic because I see that reality in places around
the world and I know that it is possible to
achieve it and maintain it. However it needs
to be fostered and built over time and there
are those who actively incite against it. If we
are to move towards the side of balance and
harmony, the voices of hatred need to be
counterbalanced with other moderate voices
and messages of peace and respect. Education is also vitally important to achieve it and
our education systems must be examined to
ensure that the messages that young people
are receiving are those positive messages
which are contained in most or all faiths…
love, hospitality, and respect for those who
are different or have different beliefs. No
child is born hating, they are taught to hate.
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LO. We can appreciate that the UN has
important Declarations in this regard: The
UN Declaration on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities from 1992 which provides that States “will adopt the necessary
measures to ensure that persons belonging
to minorities can express their characteristics and develop their culture, traditions…”
or we have the UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief from
1981 which highlights: “the right of freedom
of thought, conscience, religion or belief shall
include, inter alia, the following freedoms:
(i.e. art 6h) to observe days of rest and to
celebrate holidays and ceremonies in accordance with the precepts of one’s religion or
belief”. Worldwide, and in Europe too, there
are many religious minorities with different
religious traditions, which have ceremonies and keep different days of rest. In this
regard, what do you think should be done
concretely to avoid the discrimination by
legislation and practice?

RI. Such standards that you mention
offer us all, including member States, important guidance on what the rights of
minorities are and on the obligations of
States to protect and promote those rights. I
would like to see those international standards better reflected in domestic anti-discrimination and equality laws to ensure
that they are fully implemented in practice.
In Europe, for example, non-discrimination and labour directives require member
States to meet minimum standards, including relating to ensuring equality for those
of different faiths in the workplace. I think
that the provisions of such laws are broad,
but clear in their directives to States to ensure the enjoyment of aspects of religious
life for minorities, including their days of
rest, holidays and ceremonies. However the
reality is far from ideal in many States and
there are many that fail in their obligations
or do not recognize them at all. So many
countries now are multi-faith societies with
citizens of many different faiths with different traditions. We must admit that it can

be a challenge for States to accommodate
the diversity that they have in their midst
and ensure that they are not discriminating
against any person on the basis of their
faith. Equally it can be a challenge for employers to manage the requirements of a
multi-faith workforce with different prayer
routines, diet and other traditions. But
there are good practices to learn from and
measures that can be put in place to allow
flexibility in the workplace. While it is not
always easy and sometimes we must find
compromises on all sides, we must strive as
societies to ensure that we create welcoming and accommodating environments for
all to practice and enjoy all aspects of their
faiths.

LO. You wrote in the “Note by Independent Expert on minority issues, Rita Izsak,
on guaranteeing the rights of religious
minorities”, submitted at the HRC Forum
on Minority Issues, Sixth session on 26-27
November 2013: “Where good practices in
legislation and policy are implemented, religious minorities are able to practice their
religions in full equality, and can exercise
and enjoy all of their rights and participate
fully in all spheres of life. Positive practices
include the establishment of comprehensive
anti-discrimination and equality legislation,
as well as mechanisms and institutions to
address discrimination and encourage constructive interfaith dialogue, understanding
and exchange. Such measures play an important role in preventing tensions and promoting equality and social stability.”(A/HRC/
FMI/2013/2).
How can this recommendation be applied to all the different regions worldwide?
What about the trends currently found in
the Middle East and North Africa, and all the
Islamic countries?
And what of the attitude in Europe?

RI. I’m glad that you quote that passage
since I think it is a very important message
and encapsulates my views on how States
can prevent and resolve tensions. It is a
message that is valid in any region of the
world. We must create the conditions in
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which rights are protected and not just rely
on good will to ensure peace and equality.
But to put something down in law, while
important, is only part of the answer and
very often in my experience the law is not
translated into practice. I have put an emphasis on action and the need to make the
law reality through policy and institutional
structures and mechanisms that implement
it in practice. I recommend that States go
much further than just establishing good
equality law. They should put in place the
institutional bodies with specific mandate
on minority rights or religious affairs, such
as Human Rights Ombudspersons, national human rights institutions, Government
departments or offices and consultative
and advisory bodies. Such bodies and institutions help to ensure that Governments
know about and understand the issues of
minorities, including religious minorities,
and can respond to them appropriately.
They should be inclusive and have staff or
members from minority communities who
understand the problems and can raise
the concerns of minorities. I think that inter-faith dialogue is essential and I believe
that Governments, together with religious
leaders and communities, have a responsibility to encourage that dialogue, especially
in countries where historic tensions have
existed or new problems are emerging
between those of different faiths. This is
equally true of those States in the Middle
East and North Africa, some of which have
gone through immense social and political
changes in recent years. While in some respects this has been seen as positive, we are
also now realizing some of the problems
that have also emerged, including in some
cases new threats and attacks on religious
minorities. Those States and others, with
strong and enduring religious traditions
must continue to live up to their commitments to protect the rights of religious
minorities and must guard against any negative trends or regressive steps. Europe too
must continue to strengthen its protection
measures and acknowledge that there remains much to do to in European countries
to ensure minority rights.

LO. All people need to have a day off
every week, a work- free day, which should
to be used for family, friendship, worship,
playing sports or solidarity. In January
2014, the European Parliament (EP) hosted an interesting debate in Brussels: –the
II Conference- organized by the European
Sunday Alliance (ESA), co-sponsored by
some Members of the European Parliament
(MEPs), regarding the proposal on workfree Sunday at the EU.
The proposal created concern for some
religious minorities such as Muslim, Jews
and Seventh-day Adventists, (there are millions in Europe) who keep Friday (Muslims)
or Saturday (Jews and Adventists) as their
religious day, their Sabbath. It was proposed
on that occasion that a “Pledge for a workfree Sunday and decent work ahead of the
European elections 2014” should be signed
by different MEPs. In that Pledge was written: “As a current or future Member of the
European Parliament I pledge: To ensure that
all relevant EU-legislation both respects and
promotes the protection of a common weekly
day of rest for all EU citizens, which shall be
in principle on the Sunday, in order to protect
workers’ health and promote a better balance
of family and private life and work”.
Regarding this EP initiative, the MEP
Hannu Takkula stresses: “we support the
principle of safeguarding the opportunity
for a weekly day of rest because everyone
needs a proper break in the working week.
Sunday-keepers too have every right to rest
and worship on the day they feel is right.
Legislation must never discriminate people
on religious grounds. A law setting up Sunday as the universal work-free day would do
just that”. He emphasized too, that “ freedom
of religion and belief is a core European value. This principle must be raised and taken
seriously in all discussions deliberating the
role of a weekly day of rest. The European
Union must guarantee everyone equal rights
of freedom to celebrate the rest day of their
convictions”.
Ms. Rita Izsak UN Independent Expert,
do you agree with MEP Takkula that a EU
legislation for a “work-free Sunday” can affect and discriminate religious minorities?
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How can this kind of discrimination
be avoided and what do you recommend
should be done, or what do you hope to do
to defend religious minorities relating to
the legislation on “work-free Sunday”?

RI. Let me say that I think that it is legitimate for a country or a region which has a
majority faith and historical religious tradition to reflect the core tenets of that faith
in society and social life. For countries with
a predominantly Christian history, Sunday
is widely recognized as the traditional day
of worship and rest and I think that it is
normal for those societies to continue those
traditions. In predominantly Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist or Catholic countries this is
equally true. It is not discriminatory to do
so. The difficulty comes in managing diverse societies in which different, minority
religions exist with different worship and
rest traditions. An accommodation needs to
be found that recognizes and protects the
rights of those belonging to different faiths
to also practice and enjoy their religions.
If a Muslim community in a predominantly Christian country lives in a particular
region or represents a high percentage of
the population in a locality, for example,
some States have achieved such an accommodation by granting different degrees
of cultural, social and sometimes political
autonomy to that region, and allowing the
religious minority to exercise greater control over their own affairs. This can result
in local differences including that relating
to religious or rest days. Where a religious
minority is more dispersed throughout society, different solutions need to be found,
for example, allowing Muslims to take a day
off work on Friday instead of Sunday and
finding solutions in terms of education for
religious minorities. In our increasingly diverse societies, solutions need to be flexible
to ensure rights, but equally societies and
Governments cannot be expected to change
the fundamental social and historical traditions of their society. In fact this would
inevitably lead to tensions. What they must
do is consult with religious communities,
understand their needs and concerns and

respond to the greatest extent possible
to ensure that minorities can enjoy their
rights.

LO. In the context of your report submitted to the 25th Session of the UN HRC in
Geneva, what initiatives and steps do you
believe the States can implement to put into
practice the recommendations in favor of
religious minorities?

RI. I am so pleased that you have raised
the report and recommendations of the
Forum on Minority Issues which addressed
the rights of religious minorities at its
sixth session in November 2013. I am really proud of what was achieved by that
event and of the recommendations that it
produced. The Forum meets every year to
discuss a different thematic subject and
prepare recommendations in a very inclusive way. Over 500 people attended that
event from all regions, UN member States,
civil society, religious leaders, academics
and many others. Collectively we came up
with a series of extremely important recommendations which can be found on the
website of the Forum on Minority Issues.
They cover such issues as how to implement international standards in domestic
legislation and provide suggestions for
policies and programmes for the protection
of religious minority rights and how to
improve consultation with and participation of religious minorities. Two important
sections of the recommendations cover
prevention of violence and protection of
the security and interfaith dialogue, consultation and exchange. Having produced
this important resource, the challenge now
is to put them into practice and encourage
their implementation at the national level…
so our job is only half way done. It will be
my job as well as others in the UN system
to now engage with the member States and
deliver this important tool to them. I’ve
been encouraged by the positive response
of several States to the recommendations
when I presented them to the Human
Rights Council and I will be working hard
to follow-up on them in the future. Many
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States were there in the Forum helping to
formulate these recommendations and so I
believe that they can and should feel ownership over them and that they are a positive and constructive contribution.

LO. We know that the Council of Europe
has been a pioneer of human rights from its
beginning. But at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe hosted in Strasbourg between 7-11 of April, the French
Rapporteur Rudy Salles presented on behalf
of the “Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights”, a Resolution and a Recommendation on: “Protection of minors against
excesses of the sects”. Different European
churches, religious minorities groups and
NGOs rejected the proposals of French Rapporteur Salles on the “sects”; the proposals
have created a strong debate on determining the meaning of “sects” and “excesses”. It
was evident at the Parliamentary Assembly
that two groups were in strong opposition
to each other: on the one side, the French
rapporteur and French Deputies; and on
the other, other Parliamentary deputies.
The European deputies from Norway, UK,
Moldova, Ukraine, questioned the need to
define the term 'sects' and they came up
with the suggestion to change to the word
“sects” with the terminology of “minorities”
which is used at the UN. The Rapporteur
rejected the proposals and did not agree to
use the UN terminology of “minorities”. The
Resolution of the Parliamentary Assembly
against the “excesses of the sects” finally
was voted with some amendments, but the
Recommendation was rejected.
May we have your feedback on this decision?
Is it a new trend for the COE level regarding religious freedom and religious
minorities?
How can the UN initiatives be co-ordinated with the initiatives of COE or EP,
OSCE on the same issue, by avoiding possible discrimination against religious groups
and religious minorities?

RI. As governments and societies we
may not agree with the beliefs of some

people, but we must uphold their right to
freely hold and manifest those beliefs. I
am concerned by the over use of the term
“sects” and its application to some faith
and belief groups that are long established,
have millions of followers, and are entirely
legitimate in their beliefs and activities. I
think that we have to exercise caution in
using this term which has highly negative
connotations as being associated with manipulation of individuals, excesses, brainwashing and other criminal acts. Some use
the term to denigrate legitimate faith or
belief groups that they simply don’t like,
agree with or trust. It is important to recall
that we all have the fundamental right and
freedom to believe what we want and to
follow a faith of our choosing. Governments
have a responsibility to protect individuals
from criminal acts and it is true that some
groups or individuals have taken advantage
of vulnerable people and committed crimes
for which they should be prosecuted. But
those groups that function and follow their
faith or beliefs entirely according to the law
should not face restrictions, harassment or
bans. However, often such minority groups
report problems in exercising their religious freedoms. I do refer to most of such
“non-traditional” faiths as minority groups.
I think that the term “sect” is problematic
because of its pejorative understanding and
negative connotations that immediately
give the impression of wrongdoing and exploitation. In some countries the use of this
term and the consequent negative impression of them has even led to persecution,
attacks and violence against individuals and
group members by regional / local law enforcement and others.

LO. Globally, what role do you think
the NGOs on the defence of human rights,
religious liberty and religious minorities
should hold in civil society? What feedback
do you have on the initiatives, projects and
activities of the International Association for
the Defense of Religious Liberty (AIDLR) concerning human rights and religious freedom
for all people, particularly following your
participation in the Madrid International
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Conference and looking to its initiative at
the international, regional and national
level? What message do you like to give to
the readers of the Conscience and Liberty
journal?

RI. I think that the role of civil society and human rights defenders is hugely
important in the protection of all human
rights and the rights of religious minorities.
I have immense respect for the hundreds
of organizations and individuals around
the world who are sometimes putting their
own lives in danger to protect human rights
and to speak out against oppression and violence. They do not get the recognition and
the support that they deserve and I urge
Governments to protect them and to engage
with them to help them do their vital work.
It concerns me that many face an oppressive environment and threats to their work
and safety…even from their own Governments. Without the work and information
that I receive from civil society and NGOs
on a daily basis the UN could not do its
work to protect human rights, and myself
and my fellow Special Rapporteurs could
not do our work that is based so much on
theirs. At the international level in the UN
conferences, for example, we get just a
glimpse of what the NGOs are doing – we
see the tip of the iceberg. Their main work
is going on at the national and local levels,

often working with communities and initiating creative projects and programmes,
frequently with little if any funding. I will
give you just a small example of what is
going on around the world. I was recently in
Nigeria in regions which had seen communal violence, but I found there initiatives to
rebuild peace. Alliances between Christian
and Muslim leaders are promoting dialogue
and mediation in community conflicts as a
tool to achieve peace and foster inter-religious dialogue. In Jos, the “Women Without
Walls” Initiative, was founded by Christian
and Muslim women leaders and is working
on community projects targeting women
and youth. An education for peace project
run solely by one young woman in Bauchi
has been working with hundreds of children to foster values of understanding,
trust and mutual acceptance across ethnic
and religious divides. My message to them
and to the many others who are doing this
work, including the International Association for the Defense of Religious Liberty
(AIDLR), is to continue your work because
your message and your example are there
to inspire us all. Thank you.
LO. Thank you so much Ms. Rita Izsak,
the Special Rapporteur on minority issues
for your interview and I wish you much
success worldwide for human rights and
minorities and religious minorities.
Rita Izsak, UN Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues
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A/69/261

Original: English
Sixty-ninth session
Item 69 (b) of the provisional agenda*
Promotion and protection of human rights: human rights questions, including alternative
approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms

Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance
Note by the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General has the honour to transmit to the members of the General Assembly the interim report of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Heiner
Bielefeldt, submitted in accordance with General Assembly resolution 68/170.

TACKLING RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE
AND DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKPLACE
A. INTRODUCTION
23. The management of religious or belief
diversity in the workplace constitutes a
major challenge for today’s employment
policy. An increasingly diverse and mobile
global workforce, expanded manufacturing
demands and new production schedules
can lead to conflicts between professional
and religious identities and duties. Given
the salience of the topic and the increasing
importance of religious or belief identity
among certain groups, the Special Rapporteur has decided to dedicate the present report to exploring how the right to freedom
of thought, conscience, religion or belief
* Extracts of UN document.

can be appropriately implemented in the
workplace and what measures States, employers and other stakeholders should take
to overcome intolerance and discrimination
based on religion or belief in this context.
24. The issue affects employer responsibilities for policies and practices affecting the
right to freedom of religion or belief in the
workplace, the rights of employees (including job applicants) and the rights of customers or service users. The report covers
employment both in public institutions and
the private sector, but does not address the
autonomy of religious or religion-inspired
institutions.
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B. FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF IN
THE WORKPLACE
1. Applicability of freedom of religion or
belief in the workplace
31. When discussing issues of religious
intolerance and discrimination in the
workplace, the Special Rapporteur often
encounters two general misunderstandings.
The first misunderstanding relates to the
scope of freedom of religion or belief. It is
sometimes assumed that religion should
be a “private” affair which chiefly concerns
the family and religious worship in a narrow sense, but has little to do with people’s
professional life. However, for many believers their religious conviction pervades all
dimensions of human life: family relations,
school education, etiquette, the general
societal culture of communication, social
and economic affairs, public and political
life, and so on, and thus the workplace.
Article 18 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights supports such
a comprehensive understanding. It covers
everyone’s freedom “either individually or
in community with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or belief in
worship, observance, practice and teaching”. Whereas the terms “teaching” and
“worship” relate to specific religious spaces
and institutions, the terms “observance”
and “practice” do not display any spatial
or institutional specificities and must be
broadly applied. The text also clearly states
that the right to manifest one’s religion or
belief spans both private and public aspects
of human life. In addition, the Declaration
on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on
Religion or Belief, 1981 (General Assembly
resolution 36/55) clarifies, in article 4, paragraph 1, that the responsibility of States
to combat religious discrimination covers
“all fields of civil, economic, political, social
and cultural life”. Thus, there can be no reasonable doubt that the right to freedom of
thought, conscience, religion or belief also
applies in the workplace.
32. The second general misunderstanding
is more difficult to refute. It rests on the

assumption that by voluntarily signing a
labour contract, employees largely waive
their freedom of religion or belief, which
they, supposedly, can fully retrieve by abandoning their employment and taking an
alternative job that accommodates their
religious needs and convictions. In other
words, the voluntary nature of an employment relationship is used as an argument
to deny any interference with the right of
freedom of religion or belief and refute the
possibility that serious issues of religious
freedom at the workplace can emerge as
long as the complainant could take steps to
avoid the limitation, such as finding another job. Although in practice this may hold
true in some cases, the overall reasoning
remains highly problematic on a number of
accounts. It is true that there is an option
for the employer to define certain work-related obligations which may actually limit
an employee’s freedom to manifest her/his
religion or belief. The scope of such limitations, inter alia, depends on the (public, private, religious, secular, etc.) characteristics
of the employing institution, as well as on
the particular purpose of the employment.
However, limitations of the right to manifest one’s religion or belief, if defined in a
labour contract, must always be specific,
compatible with the nature of the task to be
accomplished and proportionate to a legitimate purpose. They can never amount to
a simple waiver of the employee’s freedom
of religion or belief, which after all, enjoys
the elevated status of an “inalienable” human right. Moreover, one should take into
consideration that some employees may, in
reality, have little option to find alternative
employment. Pointing to the “voluntary”
nature of an employment contract and the
hypothetical option of leaving the existing
contract can thus be unrealistic, depending
on the specific situation. Instead, the factual
availability, or non-availability, of alternative employment can be an important empirical factor in assessing the proportionality of specific contract-based limitations on
freedom of religion or belief.
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IV. Conclusions and recommendations
67. Given the enormous significance of the
workplace, in which many people spend a
large share of their daily lives, the issue of
religious discrimination in the area of employment so far has received comparatively
little systematic attention. However, there
can be no doubt that the freedom to manifest one’s religion or belief without discrimination also applies in the workplace.
68. Although labour contracts can stipulate
specific work-related obligations which,
under certain conditions, may limit some
manifestations of an employee’s religion or
belief, they can never amount to a general
waiver of this human right in the workplace. Moreover, any limitations of the
right to manifest one’s religion or belief in
the workplace, if deemed necessary, must
always be specific and narrowly defined;
they must furthermore be clearly needed
to pursue a legitimate purpose, as well as
proportionate to the said purpose. While
these requirements apply broadly to both
public and private employment, one should
bear in mind that religious institutions
constitute a special case. As their raison
d’être and corporate identity are religiously
defined, employment policies of religious
institutions may fall within the scope of
freedom of religion or belief, which also
includes a corporate dimension.

69. Under freedom of religion or belief,
States have a formal responsibility to prevent and eliminate all forms of intolerance
and discrimination based on religion or
belief, including in the workplace. Their
responsibility goes far beyond ensuring
non-discrimination in employment within
State institutions; they must also combat
discrimination within the larger society,
including as regards employment in the
private sector. Other stakeholders — companies, trade unions, religious communities, civil society organizations — are also
encouraged to use their potential to contribute to a climate of tolerance and to an
appreciation of the diversity of religion or
belief in the workplace.

70. Combating discrimination requires a
comprehensive approach of tackling both
direct and indirect forms of discrimination
based on religion or belief. Whereas direct
discrimination can typically be identified
on the surface, indirect discrimination often remains hidden under “neutral” rules
which, on the surface, affect all staff members equally. It may be useful to mandate
specific monitoring bodies with the task of
gathering relevant data in order to detect
indirect discrimination. Moreover, eliminating indirect discrimination may require
measures of “reasonable accommodation”.
At the level of specific institutions, a culture
of trustful and respectful communication
is needed in order to identify the specific
needs of persons belonging to religious or
belief minorities.

71. The enshrinement of the principle of reasonable accommodation in the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
should serve as an entry point for discussing
the role of similar measures in other areas of
combating discrimination, including on the
grounds of religion or belief. Policies of eliminating discrimination cannot be fully effective unless they also contemplate measures
of reasonable accommodation.
72. Against a widespread misunderstanding, the purpose of reasonable accommodation is not to “privilege” religious or belief
-related minorities, at the expense of the
principle of equality. One should bear in
mind that in the context of human rights,
equality must always be conceived of as
a diversity-friendly equality, which is the
opposite of “sameness” or uniformity. From
the perspective of a diversity-friendly, complex and substantive equality, measures
of reasonable accommodation should be
appreciated as instruments of translating
the principle of equality into different social
contexts. In order to find appropriate practical solutions in this area, public and private employers require training and advice
which should be provided by the State.
73. Against this background, the Special
Rapporteur formulates the following recommendations.
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A. Recommendations addressed to State
institutions
74. States should establish effective anti
-discrimination legislation which, inter alia,
covers employment in public and private institutions. Such legislation must include the
prohibition of discrimination on the basis
of religion or belief. Issues of multiple and
intersectional discrimination — for instance,
on combined grounds of gender and religion
or belief — require specific attention.

75. In order to ensure an effective implementation of anti -discrimination legislation, appropriate monitoring mechanisms
should be put in place. National human
rights institutions, operating in line with
the Paris Principles, may be particularly
well-suited to take an active role in this
endeavour. They should also help to identify indirect discrimination (or other form s
of concealed discrimination) based on religion or belief at the workplace, including by
gathering relevant disaggregated data.
76. States should set positive examples of
respect for religious diversity in their own
employment policies within State institutions. Good practice in this area should
serve as a model to be followed in the private sector and in other societal areas.

77. States should provide diversity training
and advisory services for public and private
employers concerning religious tolerance
and non-discrimination in the workplace.
This should include advice as regards policies of reasonable accommodation of religious and belief diversity in the workplace.

78. Policymakers, legislators and judges
should treat claims of reasonable accommodation as an important part of combating indirect discrimination based on religion or belief.
B. Recommendations addressed to
public and private employers

79. Public and private employers should
generally understand religious tolerance and
diversity as a positive asset and as an integral and important part of their corporate
identity. Diversity should, inter alia, combine

consideration of gender issues with tolerance and respect for religious diversity.

80. Employers should foster an atmosphere
of trustful and respectful communication,
which allows employees, including members of religious or belief minorities, to
express their problems and discuss their
needs openly, as a preliminary to detecting
concealed forms of intolerance and instances or patterns of indirect discrimination.
81. Employers are encouraged to develop
policies of reasonable accommodation of
religious or belief diversity at the workplace in order to prevent or rectify situations of indirect discrimination and to promote diversity and inclusion.

82. Experiences with policies of reasonable
accommodation can be shared among peers
and with other stakeholders in order to
establish and encourage good practice.
C. Recommendations addressed to other
stakeholders
83. Trade unions are encouraged to incorporate programmes to combat workplace-related intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief as part of
broader policies.

84. Religious communities are encouraged
to pay more attention to issues of intolerance and discrimination at the workplace
and offer their expertise to negotiate practical solutions.
85. Civil society organizations working
on human rights and anti-discrimination
agendas are encouraged to monitor workplace-related forms of discrimination based
on religion or belief.

86. National human rights institutions
should develop training programmes and
an advisory function in this field, which
they can offer to public and private employers, both on their own initiative and on
demand. This should also include advice on
human rights-based policies of reasonable
accommodation.
87. Close cooperation between ILO and
OHCHR in relation to human rights treaties
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is an important strategy to ensure consistency and coherence within the United Nations
system as regards human right s at work.
For instance, doctors and nurses may refuse on
conscientious grounds to be involved with abortions;
individuals working in the food or catering industry
refuse to touch alcohol, pork or other food.
2
See, for example, European Court of Human Rights
in Eweida and Others v. United Kingdom (applications
Nos. 48420/10, 59842/10, 51671/10 and 36516/10),
judgement of 15 January 2013.
3
See, for example, the thematic report (A/HRC/10/8,
paras. 41 -43). In terms of country visits, the report
on the United States of America referred to domestic
legislation and jurisprudence on religious practice at
the workplace (E/CN.4/1999/58/Add.1, para. 72). The
report on the country visit to France noted that some
women had been dismissed from their employment or
had difficulties in finding employment because they
wore the headscarf (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add. 4, para.
67). The report on the country visit to India identified
problems faced by Muslims regarding the issuance
of passports and security clearances for employment
purposes (A/HRC/10/8/Add.3, para. 20).
4
Religious institutions are sometimes subject to an
exemption or exception, which allows them to require
that employees are of a particular religious belief.
5
ILO, Convergences: Decent Work and Social Justice in
Religious Traditions — a handbook (Geneva, 2012).
6
Human Rights Committee, general comment No. 22
(A/48/40, vol. I, annex VI), para. 2.
7
Ibid.
8
Ibid., para. 3.
9
Ibid., para. 5.
10
Ibid., para. 8.
11
See, for example, the Committee’s observation
concerning Australia (adopted in 2013), which refers
to the International Labour Conference General Survey
on fundamental Conventions on the fundamental Conventions concerning rights at work in light of the ILO
Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization,
2008 (ILC.101/III/1B), para. 827.
12
See the Special Rapporteur’s thematic reports, A/
HRC/22/51, paras. 14-89, and A/68/290, para. 57.
13
See, for example, European Court of Human Rights,
Schüth v. Germany (application No. 1620/03), judgement of 23 September 2010; and Obst v. Germany
(application No. 425/03), judgement of 23 September
2010.
14
As mentioned previously, such a restrictive
climate naturally has a negative impact also on the
non-discriminatory accessibility of work, which itself
1

constitutes a core aspect of the right to work. A full
analysis of this issue would go beyond the confines of
the present report. See also general comment No. 20 of
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(E/C.12/GC/20), para. 22.
15
See the Rabat Plan of Action on the prohibition of
national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes
incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence (A/
HRC/22/17/Add.4), appendix.
16
The term “reasonable accommodation” has been
used by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its general comment No. 5 (E/1995/22,
annex IV, para. 15 ). See also the Committee’s general
comment No. 20 (E/ C.12/GC/20, para. 28).
17
See the references to “reasonable accommodation”
in the Committee’s concluding observations CRPD/C/
TUN/CO/1, paras. 12-13; CRPD/C/ESP/CO/1, paras.
19-20, 40 and 43-44; CRPD/C/PER/CO/1, paras. 6-7;
CRPD/C/ARG/CO/1, paras. 11-12; CRPD/C/CHN/
CO/1 and Corr.1, paras. 11-12 and 74; CRPD/C/HUN/
CO/1, paras. 15, 16, 27, 34, 39 and 41 -43; CRPD/C/
PRY/CO/1, paras. 13-14, 32, 44 and 65; CRPD/C/AZE/
CO/1, paras. 13, 41 and 43; CRPD/C/CRI/CO/1, paras.
11-12, 28 and 55-56; CRPD/C/SWE/CO/1, paras. 9-10,
21, 23 and 26; CRPD/C/SLV/CO/1, paras. 13-14, 2832, 49-50 and 55; CRPD/C/AUS/CO/1, paras. 45 -46.
See also the Committee’s views on the cases of H.M.
v. Sweden (CRPD/C/7/D/3/2011); Nyusti and Takács
v. Hungary (CRPD/C/9/D/1/2010); Bujdosó et al. v.
Hungary (CRPD/C/10/D/4/2011); and X. v. Argentina
(CRPD/C/11/D/8/2012).
18
See the first sentence of the preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
19
See also the Human Rights Committee’s decision on
admissibility in the case of Riley et al. v.
Canada (CCPR/C/74/D/1048/2002, para. 4.2: “The
Committee has noted the authors’ claims that they
are victims of violations of articles 3, 9, paragraph
1, 18, 23, paragraphs 3 and 4, 26, and 2, paragraph
1, because Khalsa Sikh officers of the RCMP [Royal
Canadian Mounted Police] are authorised to wear religious symbols as part of their RCMP uniform. […] The
Committee is of the view that the authors have failed
to show how the enjoyment of their rights under the
Covenant has been affected by allowing Khalsa Sikh
officers to wear religious symbols.”).
20
See Marie-Claire Foblets and Katayoun Alidadi, eds.,
“Summary report on the RELIGARE Project: Religious
Diversity and Secular Models in Europe — Innovative
Approaches to Law and Policy”, (summer 2013), p. 1 3.
Available from www.religareproject.eu/system/files/
RELIGARE%20Summary%20Report _0.pdf.
21
See A/HRC/13/40/Add.2, para. 16, referring to
the European Court of Human Rights, Kosteski v. the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (application No.
55170/00), judgement of 13 April 2006.
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UNITED FOR LIBERTY, PEACE & SECURITY
AND AGAINST VIOLENCE & TERRORISM
IN THE NAME OF RELIGION-WORLD
LIBERTY FORUM/CONGRESS
I. CONGRATULATIONS & INTRODUCTION
Mister President,
First of all, we would like to congratulate
you, Mr. Joachim Rucker, for this important
appointment as the new President of the
Human Rights Council (HRC), Ninth Cycle
(2015). As you said, you are 'fully aware' to
serve the Council in fulfilling its obligation to
help to promote and protect our universal,
indivisible, interrelated, interdependent and
mutually reinforcing human rights and fundamental freedoms.”1 HRC together with the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has a significant contribution to make regarding worldwide peace.
At the same time, we want to express our
great consideration for the work of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Prince
Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein for “preventing
human rights violations, securing respect for
all human rights, promoting international
cooperation to protect human rights”.2
As Mr. Rücker said, we, the AIDLR also
strongly believe that “is vital to join forces
with the High Commissioner on Human
Rights” together with other organizations
such as the European Union, Council of
Europe, OSCE, OIC for global peace, development, human dignity and security.
At this time when according to Mr Zeid:
“the world faces a growing number of simultaneous crises” we strongly believe “this
work of cooperation between international,
regional and national human rights actors is
clearly necessary, so that all of us can generate
more impact…” 3. What we consider fundamental, according to profesor Heiner
Bielefeldt, Special Rapporteur on freedom of
religión or belief, is that we “need the coordination of all these stakeholders”.

I’m convinced the energy, determination
and wisdom of Mr. Rücker and Mr Zeid will
gather together much expertise and the
goodwill of every stakeholder – including
those from civil society, international NGOs
in favor of human rights and for all people
of the world.

Excellencies,
My name is Liviu Olteanu the Secretary
General of the International Association
for the Defense of Religious Liberty. I
thank all your Excellencies and worldwide
Permanent Representatives to the United
Nations, for on-going efforts on behalf of
human rights, peace-making, security and
trying to stop the terrorism, discrimination
and persecution in the name of religion or
religious liberty or related to the right of
expression, at the international and regional level.
The AIDLR strongly condemns any
kind of violence and terrorism, all discrimination and persecution of the Christians,
Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, atheists
and so on - no matter where the tragedy
took place - from the first major one on 9/11
in the US, or later in Madrid, London, in Bali,
or Australia, specially in the last years in Iraq
and Syria, or in Kenya, Pakistan, in Paris, in
Baca Nigeria - where 2000 Christians have
been killed, or in Denmark or Libya.
I would like to believe that all of
us who are participating in the UN 28 TH
Session of the HRC in this spring of 2015
would prefer to know that there will not
be more violence and terrorism in our
world. Each person is unique, each life
matters and has to be protected. We are
concerned how far intolerance and discrim-
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ination has reached in the XXI Century an
unimaginable and unprecedented gravity.

We believe that respect of dignity of
every person, protection of fundamental
rights and international law and religious
liberty according to one’s conscience, or the
right of every one to express freely without
fear, has to represent for the international
community, (UN, EU, CoE, OSCE, OIC), not
only a priority but an urgency; the respect
of the life and the dignity of every person,
requires a common vigilance and empathy
with all those who are suffering - as children, girls, women, youth and adults, no
matter the culture, color, background, education, and so on. We love the diversity
and the culture of respect and we have to do
everything for intercultural and interreligious dialogue.

The AIDLR is in favor of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) resolution 2170 (2014) on:
“Reaffirming that terrorism constitutes one
of the most serious threats to international
peace and security”, “stressing that terrorism can only be defeated by a sustained
and comprehensive approach involving the
active participation and collaboration of all
States, international and regional organizations”.
There are a number of universal
values in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights that enjoy international
acceptance: justice, solidarity, freedom,
and tolerance. But there is a difference
between the beliefs of the values we hold
and values really lived.
II. PROPOSALS of the AIDLR to ACHIEVE
AUTHENTIC UNDERSTANDING, LIBERTY
AND PEACE

1. We stress a respect for differences,
religious minorities and the defence of
justice, democracy and law
The defence of justice is a challenge
today. One of the great difficulties resides
in reconciling cultural identity and respect
for differences in a society where beliefs
and cultures coexist.

2. Efforts towards common objectives
The basis of the pedagogy of peace, respect and non-violence, is an education in
hope and in the growth of freedom.
3. Avoiding confusing principles and
divergences
Human rights have been degraded to
benefit confusing principles, interpreted
according to individualistic and arbitrary
ideologies.

4. Dignity, differential fact and moral
and fundamental rights
Being a person is what gives humans a
peculiar dignity, under which they cannot
be exchanged for a price. People differ
from each other: by the political community to which they agree to belong, their
religious affiliation, cultural background
and by countless dimensions, that together
build up a whole personal being.

5. Multiculturalism and living with
differences
Multiculturalism requires teaching HOW
to live with differences. Everything people
need to develop a deeper understanding
of the religious and philosophical conceptions of other cultures. The AIDLR urges
an intercultural education. It is necessary
to establish communication and interaction
between all these Cultures without erasing
the specific identity of each one of them.

6. Wise measures of communication
and interaction between cultures and
religions
It is easy to believe that you are tolerant,
just by the fact that you are indifferent.
If I do not know the ideas, emotions
and hopes of another, I cannot know or
respect him. Human beings can enjoy existing together in their equality and differences and become mutually enriched from
these differences.
According to one UNESCO Statement:
If we want peace, we have to remember:
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• Faith communities have a responsibility to promote conducts characterized
by wisdom, compassion, the art of
sharing, charity, solidarity and love;
inspiring each one and all for the purpose of choosing the path of freedom
and responsibility. Religions must be a
source of creative energy.
• We need to assume in our way of
thinking that the religions do not have
to be identified with any political, economic and social power, so they can be
free to work for justice and peace.
• We need to promote peace by opposing
tendencies of individuals, communities
and religions who believe, or even teach,
they are inherently superior to others.
• We need to promote dialogue and harmony between religions and within each
religion,
• Rooted in our faith, we want to build
a culture of peace based on non-violence, tolerance, dialogue, mutual
understanding and justice... Let us call
on the various religions and cultural
traditions to join forces and collaborate
with us to spread the message of peace.
The AIDLR urges the international
community, Islamic countries, all UN delegations and international NGOs to strongly
condemn religious hatred, intolerance, all
kind of religious discrimination, persecution, terrorism and killing of Christians,
Jews, Muslims, and believers or other faiths
and religious minorities.

The AIDLR urges the international
community to act immediately and decisively by coordinated response. The AIDLR
stresses the need for international empathy
for the other’s crisis, no matter where it happens. Audiences tend to look more closely to
the crises that take place 'at home'.

III. WORLD FREEDOM & TOLERANCE
FORUM
Excellencies,
The AIDLR wants to organize a WORLD
FREEDOM & TOLERANCE FORUM/Congress here at the UN in Geneva, where we
want to stress the need for a cooperation
and coordination, developing a new barrier
against every kind of violence and terrorism, to promote intercultural dialogue, religious minorities, security and peace.
We are grateful for the support of
the UN delegations and other international bodies and experts on human rights
and religious freedom, and we would like
to invite all the United Nations delegations to join us as partners and cosponsors, offering the political support to this
Global Forum on Tolerance which we plan
to take place this year (2015), with policy
makers from the UN, EU, Council of Europe,
OSCE, OIC; we intend to have the considerable participation of scholars, diplomats, politicians, religious and civil society leaders.
The AIDLR organized preliminary international events at the Complutense University of Madrid in January 2014 and at the
26th UN HRC session, with participants at
an international, regional and national level.
In this way, together, we want and
we can contribute to creating a peaceful
world for all of us and for the generations
to come.
You can receive more information on
the Global Forum on Tolerance from the
AIDLR and from our partners and cosponsors.
Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you,
your Excellencies.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15423&LangID=E#sthash.MLm3BamY.dpuf
2
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48064#.VOQcGsZDbUQ
3
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15563&LangID=E#sthash.
meTKFmBn.d puf
1
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